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The 


SERMON BUILDER 


‘NE heart of it is a four page work- 

ing sheet 8’ x 11 inches. Pages one 
and four are used for sermon con- 
struction. Suggested themes are re- 
corded, appropriate Bible verses noted 
and the ideas laid out as they come 
to mind. 


The inside pages provide the file for 
material. On page three there is a 
place for noting book and magazine 
references. A unique feature of that 
page, also is a vocabulary building 





column, where words appropriate to 
the theme are listed. 


For instance a Labor Day sermon 
should include terms which show 
familiarity with laboring conditions. 
Page three is reserved for pasting 
clippings. In one movement the clip- 
ping is permanently attached to the 
subject it illustrates. This one feature 
makes unnecessary clipping systems 
costing several times the price of this 
sermon builder complete. 
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2ND AND THIRD PAGES OF WORKING SHEET 








Auditorium Building 
Enclosed find remittance for $3.90.* 


working sheets. 
0 Zipper Binder Alone, $2.75. 


1) Enclosed find five cents in stamps. 


the sermon builder. 


*If you wish your Sermon Builder imprinted on front cover with your 
name, print name accurately and add fifty cents or total of $4.40 


If your name on the cover add fifty cents for imprint 
Use This Form 
CHURCH Wor.p Press, INc. 


Please send me one Sermon 
Builder complete with zipper binder, index and fifty-two four page 


Please send me one sample 
four page working sheet and additional information regarding 
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The Index 


There is a seven page index in the 
builder. Sermons are listed by subjects 
and indexed by number. Thus the first 
one in the builder will be number 1, the 
second, number two, etc. The minister 
will have at his finger tips complete in- 
formation about all subjects under con- 
sideration for sermons. 


Every item in this builder was selected 
for one purpose. The binder will last a 
life time. It is made of flexible kraft 
leather. No name or title appears on it, 
except the minister’s own name if he 
desires it. There are three rings which 
hold the working sheets securely. The 
paper is punched so that all sheets lie 
flat, even when the working page is 
opened. 





Price: Sermon Builder Compiete, Binder, Index, and fifty-two working sheets__$3.90, postpaid 
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“AFTER THIS MANNER” 
(A MORNING PRAYER) 


“OUR FATHER WHO ART IN HEAV- 
EN’’—For the blessing of another day, 
we lift our hearts to Thee, remember- 
ing Him who has given us this great 
thought of Thy love and Thy tender- 
ness and Thine 
towards all men. 


“HALLOWED BE THY NAME”—We bow 
in adoration now, and ask that we may 
reverence all things that speak of 
Thee, Thy saving word, Thy Holy Day, 
Thy Son’s Church. Help us to see Thy 
name written on all around us, and 
sO may we ever handle life as a sacred 
and precious thing. 


“THY KINGDOM COME’—We pray for 
its entrance into all hearts, for that 
power that brings peace and purity 
and strength and joy; and for its in- 
fluence throughout the world in all the 
affairs and concerns of men. 


“THY WILL BE DONE ON EARTH, AS | 


IT IS DONE IN HEAVEN”’—Order and 
control our circumstances that we may 
find therin a Holy service unto Thee 
and a blessed ministry to our fellow 
men. And may we strive to make one 
dear spot of earth a little more like 
Heaven. 


“GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY 
BREAD’’—Help us to do the work of each 
day with all our might and thus prove 


infinite compassion | 





ourselves worthy of all Thy mercies. | 


Give us such a hunger and thirst for 


Thy righteousness that we shall be | 
filed out of Thy bounty and be satis- 


fied. 


“FORGIVE US OUR DEBTS AS WE 
FORGIVE OUR DEBTORS”—Deal with 
us as we deal with others and grant 
that the love of God in Christ may 


dwell richly and abundantly in our | 


hearts, the love that delights to for- 


| 


give, that love which is the witness to | 
others and to ourselves that we are in | 


truth Thy children. 


“LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION, 
| BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL”—We 
, pray that Thy presence may go with 

us now, into the arena of life. If Thou 
art with us, our Father and Saviour, 
we will fear no temptation and dread 
no evil. 
valiantly all the foes of life and bring 


us to the end of the day carrying a | 


victorious sword to lay at Thy blessed 
feet. 
“FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM, AND 


THE POWER AND THE GLORY”’—And 
unto that name, the name that is 


Amen. 


William W. Maxwell, 
Rome, Ohio. 


praise. 





Remember that human re- 
lationships are more impor- 
tant than the acquisition of 
all the knowledge, wealth, 
glory and power of the 
world. Time passes quickly. 
Yesterday cannot be lived 
again. But today offers new 
opportunities to be kind, 
merciful, generous and help- 
ful to our fellowman. 


DER —Robert Cashman 














In Thy strength, help to fight | 


above every name, we shall give all the | 


| conviction. 


| 





New Year Reading For 1936 





125,000 Mable McKee’s “‘The Heart of a 
Rose’ Have Been Sold 


THE GOLDEN THREAD 
icq By MABEL McKEE 


The Story of a Country 
Minister’s Family 


Hand this to one who 
believes that real old- 
fashioned human-interest 
dramas are no_ longer 
written! A captivating 
story that goes back to 
the days when the 

= Rough-Riders passed 
through town on their way to Cuba. College 
days follow, careers, romances of the parsonage 
children and then came the World War. A story 
every member of your family will read and dts- 
cuss with genuine interest and delight. $4.50 


CLEE OF THE LIGHTED 


TOWER 

By JOHN W. MACE and I. T. GUMB 

The story of Lester H. Clee of New Jersey 
—the man himself—his colorful personality, 
moral earnestness, busy ministry and courage- 
ous fight for clean government, and how he 
handies the enormous program at Second Pres- 
byterian Church in Newark. $4.50 


THE HOME IN THE 


CHANGING CULTURE 
By GRACE SLOAN OVERTON 

A study of American home life, full of good 

counsel and inspiration by one who has won 





distinction .in Young People’s work, Re- 
ligious Education Councils and in Summer 
Camps. $1.00 


GENERAL EVANGELINE 


BOOTH 
By P. WHITWELL WILSON 
Mr. Wilson’s concise biography of the fam- 
ous Salvationist is attracting a wide audience. 
A striking demonstration of the opportunities 
for leadership open to women of capacity and 


$1.00 


Selected by Popular Vote 


GREAT CHAPTERS OF 
THE BIBLE 

By G. CAMPBELL MORGAN, D.D. 

It is difficult to avoid superlatives in mention- 
ing this latest work by the noted international 
Preacher and Bible commentator. The chap- 
ters were selected by Dr. Morgan for Expo- 


sition. $9.50 








TARBELL’S 
Teacher’s Guide 
By 
MARTHA TARBELL, LITT. D. 


¥SSONS 





THe Expositor says: 

“This incomparable Guide to 
teaching the _ International 
S. S. Lessons, contains every- 
thing needed for teaching, il- 
lustrating, and _ impressing 
each lesson. Easily the leader 
in its field.” 


$1.50 (Postage 10c) 


INDISPENSABLE 


THE MINISTER’S 
ANNUAL 1936 
Editor 
JOSEPH McCRAY 
RAMSEY 





“A one-book library no min- 
ister can afford to be with- 
out. Six hundred pages 
throbbing and pulsating with 
life, energy and power. Prod- 
ucts of the best brain and tal- 
ent in the country.”’—Baptist 
and Reflector. $2.00 


PLEADING WITH 
MEN 
By ADAM W. BURNET 


“Full of good things ... 
for the mimstry. It reveals 
the secret of the best Scottish 


- preaching which shows ade- 


quate scholarship kept in 
thrall to the service of the 
Church and inspired by re- 


ligion.—Hugh Black. $1.50 


CHRIST AND THE 


STUDENT WORLD 
By ROBERT P. WILDER 


Rosert E. SPEER says: 

“The kind of address which 
Dr. Wilder has been giving 
throughout the years — clear, 
simple and direct, with their 
appeal to mind and heart and 
will.” Cloth, 75¢ 





ONLY A FEW SUGGESTIONS FROM “REVELL’S NEW BOOK 1936°° 


| FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 


Ask Your Bookstore 
NEW YORK 
158 Fifth Avenue 
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THE EDITOR’S DRAWER 
v 
What Hath Repeal Wrought? 


I suppose that one is always in 
danger of becoming monotonous on 
this subject. But the following two 
paragraphs clipped from the news 
service of the Scottish Rite News 
Bureau has a tremendous significance. 
Chalk it up as one of the fruits of 
repeal—that repeal which, according 
to its advocates, was going to sober 
the nation. 

“The Keeley Institute at Dwight, 
Ill., long famous as a hospital for 
drink addicts, calls attention to the 
greatly increased number of feminine 
patients who are seeking the “cure” 
there. An increase of 14 per cent is 
noted during the past ten months, the 
secretary stated, adding that this 
percentage is probably a poor in- 
dication of the actual recent increase 
in the number of habituals among 
feminine drinkers. 

“The secretary of the Keeley In- 
stitute applied the epithet, “Feminine 
Barflies,” to the unfortunate women 
who lounge around the free-and-easy 
saloons, licking up free drinks which 
they, more often than not, solicit. 
Many of these feminine barflies were 
once young and attractive women 
who served customers in saloons, and 
who themselves became the victims 
of their environment.” 


WILLIAM H. LEACH 
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Prepare 


for 
EASTER 
Order your Song 
Books Now 





We also publish 


JUNIOR-YOUTH 
HYMNAL 


An ideal song book for Juniors, 
Intermediates and Young People. 





















sa ee 


5000 CHURCHES 


Cannot Be Wrong! 


since more than this number have 
already adopted our song book. 


TRIUMPHANT 
SERVICE SONGS 


it gives us confidence to say its use will bring 


295 inspiring, vigorous, triumphant songs... 


Inspirational Singing to Your Church 


wide range of material, including 


40 new songs that have never been published in a collection of this character, also 


Scripture readings and complete worship programs. 


plete orchestration. 
Priced very low. 

in rope bristol binding. 
hundred, bound in green water- 
proof cloth, gold stamped and 


hundred 
$40 per 


$25 per 


Not prepaid. 


Pastors, Superintendents, Committee Members send coupon for 
examination copy. 


THE RODEHEAVER CO. 


| 
strongly reinforced for durability. | 
| 
| 


28 E. Jackson Blvd,. Chicago, IIl. 
124 N. 


15th St. Philadelphia, Pa. 





The Rodeheaver Co., 
28 E. Jackson Bivd. 
Chicago, III. 


Please 


Name of Church ....... 


Address 


City & State s tad eter ansnvtaebeddetteaad iene’ | 





Round or shaped notes. Com- 


CM 1-36 
124 N. {5th St. (send to nearest) 
Philadelphia, Pa. office) | 
send examination copy of 
[] Triumphant Service Songs 
[] Junior-Youth Hymnal | 


We will consider its use in our church 








A NATION-WIDE CALL TO PRAYER 


The annual Week of Prayer will be ob- 
served by the churches throughout the 
country next January 6-12. A _ special 
program has been prepared by the De- 
partment of Evangelism of the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America. The Department has received 
many requests recently from interested 
friends for the observance of a special 
day, or special period, of prayer at this 
time of crisis in our nation’s life, and 
these have urged that the Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches issue a call to united 
prayer. Realizing that the time for the 
Week of Prayer, which occurs each year 
in early January, was rapidly approach- 
ing, the Federal Council of Churches has 
felt that this special week was the best 
time for a call to the churches for united 
prayer. 

The Program for the Week of Prayer 
is made up of seven Orders of Service 
for the seven days beginning on Monday 
and concluding on the following Sunday. 
The subjects for daily prayer are— 


For Ourselves ‘ 

For Our Homes 

For Our Churches 

For the World Mission of Christianity 
For Our Own Nation 





For Every People 
For Light on the Way Ahead 


Many communities will find it highly 
desirable to plan united prayer meet- 
ings for the entire week. Where union 
services are not possible, individual 
churches will want to observe the week. 
There is power in united prayer. 

Send to the Department of Evangelism, 
105 East 22nd Street, New York, N. Y., 
for the Week of Prayer Programs. Price, 
3c per single copy; 2c each for 50 copies 
or less; $1.50 er 100 copies. Since the 
Program is so prepared that all present 
at the prayer services may participate, 
sufficient copies should be ordered that 
each person may have a copy. 





A GREAT DISCOVERER 


Sir James Young Simpson, Scottish 
obstetrician, is chiefly known because of 
his discovery of chloroform as an 
anaesthetic. He was the first Scottish 
physician to receive a baronetcy. He 
made further notable achievements in 
gynecology in which he was far in ad- 
vance of his time. His prestige in the 
medical profession ranks him with Har- 
vey, Jenner and Lister. His biographer, 
H. Laing Gordon wrote, “He was stimu- 
lated by a genius which gave him the 
energy to fight for his ends with Hercu- 
lean strength. If we are asked what we 





most honour in Simpson we answer, ‘Not 
so much the discoveries he made, the in- 
struments he invented, nor the exposure 


_of numerous evils, nor any particular 


contributions to science, literature or 
archaeology, but rather for the inspiring 
life of the man.’ 


When he was asked what he regarded 
as the greatest discovery he had ever 
made, Sir James Young Simpson replied 
unhesitatingly, “That I have a Saviour.” 
He was a man of singularly beautiful 
character, and accepted with heart and 
soul the Christian faith. With advanc- 
ing years there came to him in matters 
of religion even clearer light, deeper 
peace and fuller conviction. During the 
thirty-eight years he carried on as a 
doctor he was never off duty, and his 
interest in religion was genuine. He ac- 
cepted the evangelical point of view. He 
said, “I have unshaken confidence in 
Jesus only.” 





Minister’s Son Invents 
Invisible Ear Drum 


The Invisible Ear Drum invented by A. O. 
Leonard, a son of the late Rev. A. B. 
Leonard, D. D., for many years secretary of 
the Board of Foreign Missions of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church, for his own relief 
from extreme deafness and head noises, has 
so greatly improved his hearing that he can 
join in any ordinary conversation, go to the 
theatre and hear without difficulty. Inex- 
pensive and has proven a blessing to many 
people. Write for booklet to A. O. Leonard, 
Inc., Suite 94, 70 Fifth avenue, New Yord 
City. advt 
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ELECTRIC LIGHTED 
CHANCEL CROSSES 


@ Made of Solid 
Brass finished in 
Etruscan Gold, sus- 
pended from a 
three-foot chain, 
including canopy 
for fastening to 
ceiling; wired 
ready for installa- 
tion. 

Glass used, either 
Alabaster or Opal. 
Lamps recommend- 
ed not furnished 
with Cross are: 


1-T8—40W. 3-T10—25W. Clear. 


Lighted Chancel Cross No. 2 


Pointed Ends 


Spread 21 inches. Length 30 inches. 
Depth 3 in. Width 4in. Lights 4 
Price $50.00... without |. H.S. emblem 
Price $55.00 . . with I|.H.S. emblem 


Same Cross made of Sheet Iron — Finished as 
above: 


Price $32:00.. without |.H.S. emblem 
Price $37.00 ... with |LH.S. emblem 


Delivery Extra 
Lighted Chancel Cross No. 1 
Square Edges 
Spread 18 inches 
Depth 4 in. Width 4in. Lights 4 
Price $40.00. . without |. H.S. emblem 








Price $45.00 . . with |.H.S. emblem 
Same Cross made of Sheet Iron — Finished as 
above: 


Price $25.00... without |. H.S. emblem 
Price $30.00 . . with I.H.S. emblem 


Delivery Extra 


BRASS ALTAR CROSSES 


TWO SIZES - $15.00 - $30.00 


BRASS OFFERING PLATES 


$8.00 - $9.00 - $10.00 





Length 27 inches. | 


Send for our circular of Impressive Memorial Suggestions. 


Goodenough & Woglom Co, 


Service and Dependability Since 1848 
296 Broadway Dept. 2 


_ PRINT YOUR awn BULLETINS, 
Membership, Interest anette Tae 
Post Cards. “OUR OWN’ Portable EXCELLDGRAPH Reprints 








PITTSBURGH TYPEWRITER & SUPPLY CO. 
Department H-7 


Choir 


te Pulpit GOWN dh) 


Draperies, Hangings, etc. Fine 
materials, beautiful work, pleas- 
ingly low prices. State your 
needs. Catalog and samples 
free. DeMoulin Bros. & Co., 
1161 8. 4th St., 


















339 Sth, Pittsburgh, Pa. | 


Greenville, Ml. 


New York | 


Anything Typewritten, Penned, Drawn or Traced. One or | 
Thousands of copies. 40 per minute. Cost | 
Complete $37.50. Terms. Request Free Booklet. | 


| 








The NEW DAILY LENTEN OFFERING. BOX No.7 
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Beautifully 
Lithographed 
In Five Colors. 


Gold Lacquered 
top and bottom. 


SIZE 

2,5; x 3 inches. 

Will hold 125 
Nickels. 


The use of this box is a most effective way of securing a large Easter 
offering. You will be surprised at the amount of your Easter offering 
if you distribute these boxes and have your members make a con- 
tribution three times a day (at each meal) during Lent. 

These boxes should be distributed to the homes of the membership 
the week before the beginning of Lent (Feb. 26, 1936). 

The box should be put on the table at each meal during Lent and an 
offering placed in the box as part of the table devotions. 

A space is provided for the marking of an (X) for each meal during 
the Lenten season. 

A small offering of 5 cents at each meal will bring in about $6.25 in 
each box. 

It is always more effective to number the boxes. A special com- 
— should collect the boxes that were not returned on Easter 
Sunday. 
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SEND $0.06 for a sample box. 
- $1.95 per 50... $3.75 per 100. 













Price: 4ll postpaid. 


THE EVANGELICAL PUBLISHING HOUSE 
THIRD AND REILY STREETS HARRISBURG, PA. 


$0.50 per dozen. . 
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THREE WAYS in which you can liquidate 


your Church Indebtedness or build a new fund. 


1. Bond Issue. Divide your mortgage up into low 
interest bearing bonds to be sold to members and 


friends of the church. 


2. Bond Insurance. This plan includes the bond 





issue plus the writing of life insurance to give ad- 
ditional security and guarantee a sinking fund for 


the payment of the obligation. 


3. Sacrificial Giving. Our original short term cam- 





paign for outright gifts has raised millions of dol- 


lars for churches. 


We shall be glad to advise you regarding the best method 





for your church. Ask for the ‘Analysis Chart.’’ 





CHURCH MANAGEMENT INSTITUTE 


Fourth Floor Auditorium Building Cleveland, Ohio 
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Behind the Seenes at Riverside 


Who and what makes things go at Riverside Church, New York 


City. 


the church and a member of its committee on publication. 


Here is an authentic picture by one who is associated with 


This 


story reveals that Riverside is a very human institution, made up 
of men and women, anxious to give themselves to the building of 
the Kingdom of God. 


N the five years since Riverside Church 
in New York City opened its re- 
splendent new edifice for services, and 

tor service, an average of ten thousand 
persons has passed through its portals 
weekly. Many of these have been at- 
tendants on services, others have been 
sight-seers, eager to make themselves 
familiar with one of the city’s latest 
centers of interest, and many have been 
persons who had listened to Dr. Fosdick 
over the radio and were desirous of see- 
ing him as well as hearing, and wanted 
to have a look at his church. Still others 

-and these are the people we have 
especially in mind at present—have been 
those who themselves are engaged in 
church work, ministers, religious leaders, 
individuals who have upon their own 
shoulders the responsibility for running 
a church. They are almost sure to have 
looked over the vast structure, to have 
found out something about the program 
of activities, and to have said to them- 
selves, ““‘What goes on behind the scenes 
here? How is everything managed? 
What type of organization is found most 
satisfactory for such a large community 
church, and how does it function?” It 

to answer questions of that sort that 
this article is written. 

Of course, as everyone knows, Dr. Fos- 
dick is the head of the Riverside Parish; 
and it is largely his spirit, diffused 
throughout the whole organization, that 
makes the vast enterprise possible. Yet 
it is quite impossible for this much- 
occupied minister to personally supervise 
all the work of the church. He gives 
all of his mornings to his study, most of 


his afternoons to the oversight of his 
mail—and, even with three secretaries, 
this is some task to the man into whose 
office come monthly about 800 pieces of 
mail to which replies have to be given 
—to conferences with individuals, and to 
conscientiously allotted time for exercise; 
and the rest of the day to the innumer- 
able demands made upon him, not only 


by the many important matters arising . 


from day to day in a great church whose 
membership is now well on toward three 
thousand, but from a multitude of out- 
side sources. 

This, as may readily be seen, makes it 
impossible for Dr. Fosdick to do the pas- 
toral work of the church (except in cases 
of special gravity or importance); and 
the executive duties of the church can- 
not, except indirectly, come under his 
personal supervision, nor can the pro- 
gram of religious education. So the 
church has three ministers—Dr. Harry 
Emerson Fosdick, who is the preacher 
and leader; Dr. Eugene C. Carder, who 
attends to the pastoral work and heads 
up the executive; and Mr. Helstrom, 
who directs the church school and the 
young people’s activities. 

Then there is the business manager, 
who, with a good-sized office force, gives 
his entire time to the supervision of the 
structure and the building staff, and to 
the whole department of finance. There 
is a house manager who devotes herself 
to the housekeeping end of things, three 
women assistants to the ministers, and 
a number of men and women serving in 
less conspicuous capacities. The Church 
Staff meets every two weeks to consider 


By Grace H. Patton 


the affairs of the church and to consult 
with each other about outstanding prob- 
lems arising in each department. This 
Staff (which we are designating with a 
capital to distinguish it from the other 
staffs) consists of the three ministers, 
the women assistants, the business 
manager, house manager, organist (who 
is also the director of music) and the 
carilloneur. It is surprising to find how 
this group, which: has such large mat- 
ters up for consideration, manages also 
to keep in touch with the intimate prob- 
lems and contemporary happenings 
among the church constituency. This is 
accomplished, of course, by the close co- 
operation of the leaders of the different 
departments who keep the Church Staff 


continuously cognizant of what is go- 
ing on. 
A Seven Day Church 

Considering the fact that Riverside 


Church is—with the exception of a few 
slack weeks during the summer—open 
from nine in the morning until eleven in 
the evening, every day in the week; and 
that during that time nearly every room 
in the building is being put to some use 
(some rooms even requiring two or three 
different ‘‘set-ups” in the course of a 
day) it is not surprising to find that it 
takes a good many people to keep things 
going. There are 16 full-time workers 
on the secretarial and office staff, and 33 
on the building and operating staff. With 
four elevators to run, a vast heating and 
electrical plant to keep in order, air- 
conditioning apparatus, control rooms, 
and innumerable mechanical devices to 
attend to, the services of two engineers, 
three firemen, two. electricians, a 
plumber, a painter, and a carpenter are 
required. It takes, in all, a force of 177 
persons to do the work of Riverside 
Church, of whom 60 are full time work- 
ers, and 117 part time. 

Among the latter are about 50 persons 
who are employed in the church school; 
for its teachers are all paid for their 
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services, since training and previous ex- 
perience are required. A choir of 49 is 
also included among those who are 
engaged for part time work. Music plays 


a large part in the church’s program, 
for, in addition to a large choir, there 
are maintained three organs, a carillon, 
many pianos, and a net-work of amply- 
fying outfits. The radio broadcasting 
equipment which is set up each Sunday 
in Dr. Fosdick’s study in the tower of 
‘the church at the time of his radio ser- 
mon, is maintained by the National 
Broadcasting Company, to which Dr. 
Fosdick gives his services. 

Like most other democratic Protestant 
churches, Riverside has in its adminis- 
trative department a Board of Trustees, 
and a Board of Deacons, who shape the 
church’s policies, decide upon the quality 
of its membership, administer its funds 
and meet its emergencies. 

In addition, Riverside Church has a 
unique and very able organization (the 
like of which is probably seen in few 
churches) in its energetic Board of Ush- 
ers. Anyone who has attended morning 
services at the church can hardly have 
failed to note their efficiency. They are 
apparently everywhere—managing the 
crowds, discerning the visitors from the 
regular attendants, remembering the 
number of seats to be occupied in each 
pews, seeing that all visitors are cour- 
teously received and seated with a mini- 
mum of fuss and a maximum of satis- 
faction, and making themselves gener- 
ally useful. This Board has its own 
heads and committees, and is drilled al- 
most as thoroughly as though it be- 
longed to the police department or the 
fire brigade! The ushers meet at stated 
intervals for instruction (also for so- 
cial affairs) and they report promptly 
Sunday morning for duty, giving notice 
in advance if obliged to be absent, so 
that other ushers may be substituted. 
Each usher must know his own section 
of the church, must be on the alert for 
cases of sickness in the congregation, for 
minor mishaps, disturbances, unruly ear- 
phones, anything that may interfere 
with the comfort of individuals, or the 
serenity of a carefully planned service. 
They know just how to summon first aid 
by flashing the red light in the pew of 
the physician on duty, and anyone who 
has been present and witnessed, during 
a church service, the ushers’ handling of 
an emergency in the congregation will 
not be likely to forget it, or to minimize 
their part in the running of Riverside. 


Not a Wealthy Church 

Coming to the financial management 
of this church, we meet with some inter- 
esting facts. Contrary to popular public 
opinion, Riverside is not a very wealthy 
church. It has a beautiful and expen- 
sive edifice—part of which was the gift 
of Mr. Rockefeller, and part of which 
was built with the funds from the sale 
of the Park Avenue place of worship— 
but it is thrown “on its own” for the 
upkeep of such edifice, for its church 
support expenses, and for its program of 
benevolences. There are fewer than 
twenty really rich families in the church. 
Income is available, of course, from 
memorials and investments, and it re- 
ceives a great deal through the plate 
collections on Sunday when many visit- 
ors are present; but the greater part of 
the support must come from people of 
moderate incomes and—especially at the 
present time—of even meagre means. 

During the year there is only one di- 
rect appeal made from the pulpit for 
funds. On Budget Sunday (which just 
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Choirmaster’s Discharge 


Upheld 


By Arthur L. H. Street 


Court of Appeals in New Orleans to 

convince a former choirmaster that 
he had been legally disconnected from 
his salary of $15 per month. (Landix 
v. Tulane Avenue Baptist Church, 155 
So. 776.) 

The decision rests on two independent 
grounds: (1) That, under Baptist church 
law, a congregational conference can dis- 
miss any officer or employee of the 
church, including the pastor, any time, 
where the dismissed person is a member 
of the church, without liability for 
further salary, although the dismissed 
person may have been selected for an 
unexpired term. (2) That the choir- 
master was properly dismissed for mis- 
conduct. 

The choirmaster sued for salary cover- 
ing the unexpired portion of a year for 
which he had been chosen, as well as 
for four months’ salary covering actual 
service up to the time of his dismissal. 
The court allowed him nothing for the 
unexpired portion of his term, merely 
awarding compensation up to the time 
of dismissal. 

The court adopted as correct an inter- 
pretation of Baptist church law as thus 
stated by Dr. Shelton Posey, an out- 
standing Baptist minister in Louisiana: 


| took a decision by the Louisiana 


precedes the beginning of the financial 
year) Dr. Fosdick preaches a _ budget 
sermon. It is usually little concerned 
with figures and statistics, but places 
squarely before the membership the work 
the church is doing, digging deep into 
the individual sense of Christian respon- 
sibility, and leaving the carefully im- 
planted words to bear their own fruit. 
After that, appeals are sent out through 
the mails, asking the constituency to 
make definite pledges for the coming 
year. During this recent spring of 1935 
a big Church Exposition was put on, 
making known to all who might be in- 
terested the work the church is doing 
and its cost; but that was the first time 
such a method had been used to aug- 
ment other means of “balancing the 
budget.” 

From the beginning it has been the 
church’s policy to give, in as far as pos- 
sible, as much for benevolences as for 
its own support. In the Benevolence 


“The Pulpit of the Church can be 
declared vacant at any time in a regular 
or specially called meeting on the 
authority of the church by a majority of 
the bona fide members of the church. 
* * * A Baptist church must abide by the 
will of the majority, whether it involves 
the pastor or the chairman of the 
deacons or whoever it involves.” 


“It is our opinion,” adds the Court of 
Appeals, “that under the church law the 
church conference could dispense with 
the services of its paid officers and em- 
ployees, who were members of the con- 
gregation, at any time without cause. 
In the instant case, however, the records 
of the civil district court and of the 
Supreme Court, which were offered in 
evidence, show that the plaintiff’s con- 
duct was provocative of trouble and dis- 
order, due to his personal antagonism 
against the pastor of the church. For 
instance, he admits that, when the pas- 
tor was attempting to preach a sermon, 
he and the members of the choir, who 
were under his direction, continued to 
sing and refused to stop, and his conduct 
become so offensive that it was finally 
necessary to obtain an injunction to re- 
strain him from disrupting the peaceful 
and orderly holding of the church serv- 
ices.” 


Budget of this year, 30% is apportioned 
to missions, 17% to work among girls 
and boys and the aged, 6% to special 
programs put on by church groups, 4% 
to students, 32% to relief and emer- 
gency, and 11% to community agencies. 
The total to be raised for church support 
this years is $221,000.00. This may look 
like a vast amount, but Riverside Church 
carries on an immense program of serv- 
ice to humanity, not only in its own city 
and country, but also in various parts of 
the world. And, with all that, close fig- 
uring has revealed the fact that, based 
on,the per capita cost of attendance, it 
is within two cents of being the least 
expensive church reported in the United 
States! 

During the past year, the Riverside 
Church made some changes in its poli- 
cies for missionary giving. Up to that 
time large portions of its benevolent 
funds had been directed through denom- 

(Turn to page 184) 
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The Preacher’s English 


This penetrating article on the use of words by the author of 






“The English of the Pulpit” and “Ten-Minute Sermons’ will be 
appreciated by every reader of “Church Management.” 


problems having to do with the lan- 

guage of the pulpit which have been 
responsible for a large share of bungling, 
ineffective preaching. One is the posi- 
tion of the man who says, “I have no 
time to bother with English. My busi- 
ness is to preach 
the gospel.” The 
other is that of the 
man who believes 
that if he avoids 
flagrant errors of 
grammar he is 
meeting all of the 
requirements of 
good English. 

The first of these 
errors isso palpable 
that it deserves lit- 
tle attention. A 
degree of mastery of the mother tongue 
in itself will not make a man an ef- 
fective preacher, but he cannot be one 
without it. A public speaker who cannot 
effectively use words and formulate well- 
made sentences is as much of a contra- 
diction as an artist unable to mix paints 
and manipulate the brush. And the 
preacher who is satisfied with avoiding, 
“I done it,” “I have went,” “he has did” 
and other monstrosities of illiteracy is 
still in the kindergarten class in regard 
to the use of language. 

A well-known book for teachers bears 
the arresting title of What is English? 
The first step in the development of skill 
in the use of the English language is 
the answering of the question, “What is 
good English?” At the outset, it can be 
said with a high degree of assurance 
that good English in the pulpit is not 
essentially different from what it is else- 
where. The same laws of writing and 
speaking which apply to correct usage 
in general are applicable to the writing 
and speaking of the preacher. In an- 
swering the question as to what consti- 
tutes effective English in the pulpit, 
President Tucker said some years ago: 
“The literary qualities of the sermon 
which are in demand are equally clear 
and simple. I would lay stress upon 
these three—plainness, force and beauty.” 
Later authorities in discussing these 
three elements have substituted for 
“plainness” the more exact and widely 


T pron are two attitudes towards 
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used term “clearness.” If the preacher 
has mastered the elementary laws of 
usage which the traditional school-boy 
knows, or is supposed to know, he can 
be sure that he is on the right track 
when he does his utmost to cultivate 
these essential linguistic virtues. 

But it must be remembered that the 
acquisition of an effective prose style 
cannot be divorced from the rest of an 
individual’s intellectual life. Buffon has 
said, “Style is the man himself.” One’s 
language is the natural outgrowth of his 
character and personality. Fénelon ex- 


-presses the thought in the following 


words, “A man’s style is nearly as much 
a part of himself as his face, or figure, 
or the throbbing of his pulse.” The way 
a person expresses himself is an index of 
his type of mentality. A clear style is 
the natural result of lucid thinking. The 
geometrical correctness of Lincoln’s 
Cooper Union Speech and of some of 
the addresses in his debates with Doug- 
ias indicates a mind that worked with 
logical precision. Forceful sentences are 
not uttered by a man whose character 
is a combination of evasiveness, compro- 
mise and chicanery. Linguistic beauty 
is the result of contact with the spiritual 
heritage of the ages. In his sonnet on 
Dante, Michael Angelo thus character- 
izes the author of the massive, world- 
deep, ineffably beautiful Divine Com- 
edy: 

“Escorted by great thought .... 
This star of virtue by his shining showed 
To us blind men the hid eternities.” 

If a man is “escorted by great thought” 
through the years, his intellectual en- 
vironment will reflect itself in the words 
which he utters. One cannot rise with 
eagle wings in his speech if his soul 
grovels in the mire. 

A man’s language reflects every phase 
of his character and personality. In his 
famous Phi Beta Kappa address, “The 
American Scholar,” Ralph Waldo Emer- 
son uttered these cogent words, “I learn 
immediately from any speaker how much 
he has already lived through the poverty 
or splendor of his speech. Life lies be- 
hind us as the quarry from whence we 
get the tiles and copestones for the ma- 
sonry of today.”” The sentences that an 
individual utters not only reveal the 
breadth of his experience but just as 
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truly do they reflect the scope of his in- 
tellectual life, the catholicity of his sym- 
pathies and the depth of his insight. 

Richness of vocabulary presupposes 
breadth of interests. A command of 
language as exact, as comprehensive and 
as luminous as that of Dr. S. Parkes 
Cadman is not merely a product of the 
study of the classics or the mother 
tongue. It is the natural, inevitable ex- 
pression of an inclusive, abundant intel- 
lectual life. The scintillating opulence, 
the elusive charm and the epigramatic 
pungency of the vocabulary of Dr. Lynn 
Harold Hough are the reflection of the 
wide horizons and rich culture of one 
who has traveled much in the realms of 
gold. 

A petty-minded intellectual peasant 
could study language for a century but 
it would be impossible for him to write 
a single paragraph in which his micro- 
scopic provinciality did not display it- 
self. A bargain-counter, loaves-and- 
fishes type of mind cannot hide itself 
behind a thicket of pious verbiage. What 
we say discloses what we are. When we 
speak we express judgments of ourselves. 
Words are more than words. Every 
man’s language is a part of himself. 
Wealth of soul reveals itself in language 
just as plainly as does spiritual poverty. 


- Probably all of us can think of compar- 


atively unlettered men whose prayers 
have seemed to lift us to the very throne 
of God. Their language was noble and 
exalted because they had seen the heav- 
enly vision. 

In the noble succession of homiletical 
volumes which has come from the Ly- 
man Beecher Lectureship, a book that 
we should not allow to be buried beneath 
the avalanche of modern literature, is 
the one containing the nine lectures de- 
livered in 1878 by Dr. Robert W. Dale, 
who for a generation made Carr’s Lane 
Chapel of Birmingham one of the out- 
standing pulpits of England. In one 
of his lectures Dr. Dale devotes several 
pages to an exceptionally original and 
rewarding discussion of prose style. He 
makes an incidental suggestion that the 
morality of style is a subject worthy of 
a careful study and devotes several par- 
agraphs to the idea. Among other things 
he says: “There is hardly a vice, there is 
hardly a virtue of moral conduct, that 
has not its correlative in style. Conceit, 
vanity and ambition, insolence and pride, 
selfishness, cowardice, slovenliness and 
indolence, intemperance and violence, 
pretentiousness and indifference to truth 
—you may find them all in style as well 
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as in character. You may find the op- 
posite virtues—courage, frankness and 
honesty, humility, modesty and simpli- 
city, sobriety, gentleness and industry.” 
There is no doubt that the vices and 
virtues of a style are refiections of the 
characteristics of its author. For ex- 
ample, a slovenly style indicates laziness. 
Muddy writing is the result of muddy 
thinking. An attitude of cowardice 
toward moral questions is productive of 
a weak-kneed, hesitant, shilly-shallying 
prose style. Moral weaknesses are styl- 
istic weaknesses, and moral virtues add 
strength and vigor to one’s words. 


This, however, does not mean that an 
individual should neglect the technical 
drill which anybody desirous of develop- 
ing the slightest degree of skill in ex- 
pression should give himself. Lingu- 
istically, as well as otherwise, “’Tis a 
life-long toil till our lump be leaven.” 
The basic linguistic virtue of an ade- 
quate vocabulary is never acquired ex- 
cept through unremitting effort. A 
preacher, or anybody else, whose effi- 
ciency depends to a large degree upon 
his power to give expression to ideas 
should be a collector of words. In Bar- 
rie’s once-famous Sentimental Tommy 
the hero of the novel, while taking an 
examination, floundered because of his 
inability to find the word which 
he needed. One of the examiners 
scathingly rebuked him by saying, “It 
is so easy to find the right word.” “It’s 
not,” flared back Tommy. “It’s as dif- 
ficult as to hit a squirrel.” The person 
who looks upon it as “so easy to find the 
right word” is the one who is satisfied 
with a dribble of platitudes expressed 
in terms of insipid conventionality. 


Dr. George H. Palmer in his wise little 
book, Self-Cultivation in English, thus 
describes the person who is satisfied to 
make one word serve too many purposes: 
“Like the bad cook we seize the frying- 
pan whenever we need to fry, broil, roast 
or stew; and then wonder why all our 
dishes taste alike while in the next house 
the food is appetizing.” In the same 
book he makes the practical suggestion 
that he who would increase his vocabu- 
lary should make a deliberate effort to 
learn two new words a week. This is a 
light requirement. Some of us who may 
need to take more heroic measures would 
not be setting too great a task for our- 
selves if we should determine to master 
the traditional “word a day.” Along 
with Dr. Palmer’s advice we should 
remember with all seriousness Mark 
Twain’s dictum, “Read the dictionary.” 
Dr. James Black says that he never knew 
a man who “could talk a subject out— 
or a man out—so effectively” as Dr. 
Forest of Glasgow College, who once ex- 
plained to Dr. Black the method by 
which he obtained this mastery. Each 
morning before he started shaving he 
selected a sentence from a book and 
then during the period of self-barbering, 
he tried to recast the sentence into five 
or six different forms without changing 
its meaning. In connection with this 
Dr. Black adds a little advice on his own 
account, “Only, if you try that, use a 
safety razor.” 

Dead language does not entirely con- 
sist of Latin and Greek. In our modern 
English there are words that are dead 
as well as those which are “quick.” 
Words are living things. They have per- 
sonality. There are words that laugh 
and those that cry. Some cringe, others 


(Turn to page 184) 
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Kagawa, the Poet 


He allows himself five hours of each 
twenty-four for sleep. But even then 
his mind and dreams are filled with 
many things. In wakeful hours he walks 
the slums of his beloved Kobe, helps to 


Te ations KAGAWA can never rest. 





Toyohiko Kagawa 


lift the fallen, to cheer the faint and feed 
the hungry. He preaches redemption to 
those who need the word of life. He 
writes—volume after volume comes 
from his pen. They tell us that there 
are some sixty of them now. In each 
he is the sensitive soul, awake to the 
tragedy of the world, alive to the love of 
God. 

Now comes a volume of poems, Songs 
from the Slums.* If Kagawa had not 
been announced as the author the aver- 
age reader who has followed his career 
would still have no doubt as to their 
source. Who else could paint this pic- 
ture, tragic, vivid, penetrating, accusing, 
condemning. 


The painted idiot girl, 
Upon whose back 
Vile pictures 
Were tatooed 
In red. 
Will never lure men to her den again; 
She is dead. ... 


You ordinary folk 
Upon the hill, 

To whom 
The slums are vague, 
Listen and tremble 
As I scream to you, 


“SHE DIED OF PLAGUE.” 


And who else could have written the 
following snatches of a man’s hunger for 


God. The author is evidently one bear- 
ing the marks of physical disease. The 
doctor has forbidden him to sing. But 
God has not forbidden him to pray. He 
is thankful for that. 


I cannot sing, 

For doctors 

Have forbidden it. 
They cannot forbid 
My prayers. 


God, 

How I long for Thee! 

All feeling is gone. 

This three mat hole 

Where sunlight never strikes, 
This poverty so dread 

That I would fain 

Cast out the cat 

I cannot feed. 


But I am satisfied, 
Satisfied ... 
My eyes behold Thee here. 


This writer has always been interested 
in the love romance of Kagawa. We 
must not forget Haruko, the Christian 
girl who came to help him with his work 
in the slums. In one of his books he 
says: “I noticed that she did not patron- 
ize or condescend to the slum people but 
treated them as equals. Afterwards when 
I told her of my determination not to 
marry she challenged my idea that a 
woman could not gladly endure as much 
as myself. She came to me, and has met 
every test of that challenge with a 
heroism that only God can measure. She 
is well named Haruko (Springtime) 
With her I live always in the beauty, 
strength and marvel of the Spring.” 

Haruko must have a place in this book 
if Kagawa is the author, I thought. So 
I turned its pages. She is there. In two 
poems in particular she enters. One 
seems to have a longing for release from 
poverty. It is called, In the Heart o/ 
My Heart. But Newly Wedded is a 
lightsome thing. 


By the sea 
We stand, 
My love and I, 
Hand in hand; 
And our glad souls fiy, 
To the scarlet sky, 
Wing to wing. 
(Turn to page 188) 


Songs from the Slums by Toyohiko Kagawa 
Translated from the Japanese by Lois J. Erick- 
son. Cokesbury Press. $1.00. (Verses, used 
by permission of the publishers, must not be 
reproduced except with their consent.) 
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What the Church May Expect 


From Sex Education 





This is the last in Mr. Newlin’s series of articles. 





He will welcome 


correspondence from any minister interested in seeking his advice 


on marital problems. 
ferences. 


He is also available for lectures and con- 
He may be addressed in care of this magazine or at 


the Congregational Christian Church, Lima, Ohio. 


N recent articles in Church Manage- 

ment we have considered the teacher 

of courses in marriage preparation, 
and we have considered the curriculum 
for such courses. Now, herein, we are 
considering the results of such an edu- 
cational effort. Both the results which 
have been found to exist in localities 
which have tried these experiments, and 
the results which may be expected, are 
considered in this article. In any at- 
tempt to train (or should I say “guide”?) 
youth, the results which are actually 
found are not always the results antici- 
pated. Such is most certainly true in 
“sex education.” 


In the effort which the author has 
made over a period of years, he has dis- 
covered that youth welcomes a sincere, 
unemotional, frank, intelligent attempt 
to lead them in solving the complexities 
of their courtshipping days. They thor- 
oughly despite hypocrisy!! The “better 
than thou” attitude will meet with their 
merited contempt. But, youth realizes 
that there is much that is wrong with 
our social and economic world which 
forces them to delay their marriage, 
and they are anxious to sensibly adjust 
themselves to present conditions. This 
must not be understood as an attitude 
of “laissez-nous faire.” If our “modern” 
youth could “kick the slats’ out from 
under our inequitable economic and so- 
cial system, they would very willingly do 
so. But, they all-too-well realize the 
hopelessness of an immediate reforma- 
tion. So, adjustment is the wise and 
necessary course. How, they ask, can 
such adjustment be made? 


The author has no delusions about 
this present generation. He has no brief 
that makes of each young person a 
“much abused and abashed” soul. In 
fact, with disarming sincerity, he main- 
tains that any attempt toward educating 
along the lines of courtship, marriage, 
and sex, will probably have not the 
slightest bearing on the prevention of 
extra-marital sex relations among these 
youth themselves. The Church need not 


give such training with the fond hope of 


keeping our young folk out of sexual 
practices which we all disapprove! Of 
course, herein, is being considered (as in 
each of the previous articles) the “young 
people” from 16 to 25 only: younger 
children are not being referred to in any 
of these remarks. These young people 
may be classified into three groups: 1, 
those who have not had sexual experi- 
ments, and do not intend to have any 
such; 2, those who have not experi- 
mented, but are having difficulties in 
fighting the constant temptations; and 
3, those who have so experimented. 
The first group will receive tremendous 
mental and spiritual stimulation from 
courses in courtship and marriage guid- 
ance and sex education. To them it will 
seem like an answer to an oft repeated 
prayer. Among this first group will be 
found those whose parents have been 
sincere and honest with them, and have 


told them the things all young people. 


need to know. 


The second group is probably the larg- 
est in number. Especially is this group 
in need of the excellent guidance of a 
minister whose heart and mind unite to 
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guide their faltering steps. 


And, of 
course, such a minister will be kindly 


sympathetic, and not critical! Of the 
three groups, this second class will re- 
ceive the greatest help from such 
courses. And, it might*be added, they 
are the most in need of it. But, don’t 
expect too much exteriorly displayed re- 
sponse. The whole thing is too impor- 
tant to them for much emotional reac- 
tion, but if taught correctly (and no 
minister would attempt the job of edu- 
cating along these lines unless he could 
do it right) they will obtain the much- 
needed help for themselves. 


Sinners Are Not Hopeless 


The third group, the so-called “sin- 
ners,” are not hopeless. They are not as 
much in need of reformation as they 
are in need of strengthening. Most of 
the “immorality” found among our young 
people (especially among high school age 
youth) is a direct result of ignorance 
combined with moral weakness. That 
is a terrible combination, and especially 
awful where sex is concerned. This 
group can be helped, but too much must 
not be expected. After sex has been 
“tasted”’ once, it is desperately difficult 
to re-align the thinking to where it may 
control and purge the emotions. But, 
splendid results have been obtained even 
with this group of outlaws. 


Please realize that here is practically 
the only type of education which is 
purely within the realm of “learning.” 
Sex education must always be taught 
without any aid from laboratory experi- 
menting. You can not experiment with 
sex without destroying what you are 
attempting to teach. In fact, where 
there is experimentation, there is less 
chance of obtaining the needed infor- 
mation and set of social (and moral) 
controls! The best possible illustration 
of the truth of this assertion is to be 
found in the evidence of truthfully sin- 
cere attorneys. They are united in as- 
serting that an overwhelming majority 
of divorces are actually caused by sexual 
maladjustment. Of course, for court rec- 
ords the cases are filed as “cruelty,” 
“incompatibility,” etc. But, these lawyers 
say, the actual cause is sexual malad- 
justment. If sex is something that can 
be discovered through experimenting, the 
relations of marriage would bring happi- 
ness in place of maladjustment. No! 
sex can only be taught, in order to ob- 
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tain the desired happiness: it can never 
be found by experimenting!! 


Assuring Permanency of Marriage 

Approaching this problem, of the 
Church attempting to be consistent and 
not only demand that marriage be per- 
manent, but do something to assure its 
permanency, we are faced with the ob- 
vious impossibility of obtaining 100% 
satisfactory results. The reason is, peo- 
ple are just not 100% satisfactory to all 
(or perhaps we should say “each”) of us. 
So, what results may we expect from sex 
educational attempts? 

The largest, best, most satisfactory re- 
sult is: Youth of the next generation 
will be more intelligently capable of fac- 
ing sexual problems because their par- 
ents will teach them. These parents (of 
next generation’s youth) are the young 
people who are now being taught about 
the highest ideals of love and sex by 
such courses as the author has been 
recommending through the pages of 
Church Management. We may honestly 
say that there is only slight hope of such 
courses preventing sexual irregularities 
among our young people of college age. 
But, it has been conclusively proven that 
these courses of training DO so guide the 
thinking and acting of the student as to 
be of tremendous aid in the educating 
for future ages. The questionnaire (to 
which we have often referred within 
these pages) shows positively that we 
who are the present parents have miser- 
ably failed to prepare our young people 
for meeting the problems and tempta- 
tions of modern courtship. Probably the 
present age of youth is too late (when 
they are in college) to train them now, 
but that training is never lost: for they 
will teach their children what we have 
failed to teach our children. 

Another result is: The young men and 
young women who have obtained teach- 
ing about sex and advice for the lovers, 
make more effort to obtain the perma- 
nent status for their marriage. One col- 
lege, with which the author is very fa- 
miliar, has been giving such careful 
training for many years. In seventy-five 
years, there has been just one divorce 
among couples who met in college and 
married. A unique record of which any 
college could be proud! As long as the 
Church maintains an attitude that mar- 
riage should be permanent, “until death 
us do part,” it should do something 
about assuring the united couple that 
they have a fair chance of being truth- 
ful when they accept those vows. And 
the author sincerely hopes that the 
Church will never relax in its determina- 


(From page 182) 
Some are strong and others 


simper. 
weak. Some are a dull gray. Others 
flash with vivid, living colors. Some 


sound like the trumpet. Others exude a 
mellifiluous saccharinity. There is such 
a thing as “the inevitable word” and to 
find it is indeed harder than “to hit a 
squirrel.” Even a limited mastery over 
words means years of work but work of 
a type which is a pleasure to him who 
has not lost the zest for learning. 
Although the subject of “The Preach- 
er’s Language” has many facets, no dis- 
cussion of it can entirely ignore the mat- 
ter of sentence structure. What a differ- 
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ence there is between the sentence that 
marches boldly forward and the one 
which drags along “with painful steps 
and slow.” A well-constructed sentence 
does not gradually grow dim and vanish 
in a fog. When it ends it ends. Nine 
out of ten difficulties in regard to sen- 
tence structure would be eliminated by 
the practice of the virtue of brevity. If 
the sermons of Charles E. Jefferson had 
no other value, they would be worth 
reading for their examples of well-built, 
clean-cut, vigorous sentences. 
of no modern prose-writer who sur- 
passes Dr. Jefferson in this regard. Here 
is a specimen from his recent book of 
sermons, Like a Trumpet. “But the world 
will be leagued. The stars in their 
courses are fighting for that. All these 
men who opposed a leagued world and 
who whimper about the giants are only 
for a day. They will die in the wilder- 
ness. They are not fit for a land of 
promise. Our only hope is in the ceme- 
tery. If men did not die humanity would 
make no progress. Thank God, then, for 
death. The cowards and slaves are buried 
in the wilderness, but the Calebs and 
Joshuas press on. They go in. Parents, 
bring up your children to be Joshuas 
and Calebs. Breathe into them the 
spirit of indomitable courage and hope. 
Take out of their heads all fear of Anak, 
all inclination to look back to the flesh- 
pots of Egypt. Teach them to look 
ahead. Bring them up to believe in God. 
Train them to work for others, for the 
sublime ends of human existence.” 

A preacher’s language is his means of 
conveying his thought to the people who 
face him in the pews. Without a degree 
of skill in the use of language a preacher 
can never hope to be one of the efficient 
ones of earth. To him the warning of 
Jesus, “By thy words thou shalt be jus- 
tified and by thy words shalt be con- 
demned,” has a high significance. 


Riverside Church 
(From page 180) 

inational channels; for, strictly speaking, 
it is incorporated as a Baptist Church. 
But, with its interests so much wider 
than those of any one denomination, 
and with twenty-seven other denomina- 
tions represented in its membership, it 
was only fair to make some alterations. 
The church now reserves the right of 
allocating its funds for Foreign Missions 
through whatever agencies it chooses, 
deciding on those which, after thorough 
study and investigation, are deemed most 
worthy of sponsorship and support. 

No account of the manner of running 
Riverside Church should be terminated 
without reference to the great amount of 
work done by volunteers. By some sort 
of legerdemain of leadership it seems 
possible to inspire great numbers of in- 
dividuals with the desire to give their 
services in furtherance of the work of 
the church. People at Riverside do not 
need to be coaxed and cajoled into doing 
church work. They are eager and will- 
ing. During last spring’s Exposition 
nearly three hundred persons took part 
in setting up the exhibits and seeing 
them through, and a large percentage of 
these were volunteer workers. This is 
cited simply because it served to bring 
to a point where it was noticeable a 
condition which exists at all times and in 
all departments—the unstinted devotion 
of large numbers of people within the 
church to ‘the extensive program of 
Christian service it is putting on. “I 
could not possibly carry on here with- 
out you,” says Dr. Fosdick, over and over 
again, to these self-appointed helpers. 





I know: 


It is the opinion of the other leaders 
also as they forge ahead, trying to make 
Riverside an instrument for righteous- 
ness at a very difficult time. And per- 
haps no more exacting criterion than 
this could be applied to the methods used 
and the spirit demonstrated in any 
church. There must be something 
basically sound in methods and organi- 
zation that can rouse large numbers of 
the church members to whole-heartedly 
take part in furthering the effectiveness 
of their church and its program. 





THE THINGS MY WIFE 
HAS PUT AWAY SOMEWHERE 


Once I had a meerschaum yellow, 
Nevermore I'll know its fellow. 
How one whiff of it would banish care! 
And its loss I still deplore, 
But I’ll never see it more, 
For my wife has got it put away some- 
where. 


And my pair of slippers oldest 
That I loved when nights were coldest, 
When close to the cheery hearth I drew 
my chair, 
Now from mortal eye are hid, 
Like the gold of Captain Kidd, 
For my wife has got them put away 
somewhere. 


’Tis a rule that’s ne’er unheeded 
That what’s sure to be most needed 
She must hide away with skill beyond 

compare. 
To the things that once we knew 
We can find not e’en a clue 
When my wife has got them put away 
somewhere. 


Oft I’ve told her “Burn it, break it, 
Or to some poor family take it; 
Let me know it’s gone and save me from 
despair; 
But do not, I beg and pray, 
Let me hunt till I am gray, 
For the things I know you’ve put away 
somewhere.” 


When the sea gives up its dead, 
When the Judgment Book is read 
When the last cold storage chicken is 
laid bare: 
Then perhaps we'll find some trace 
Of the secret hiding-place 
Of the things my wife has put away 
somewhere. 
—Author Unknown. 





WE AIN’T DOWN YET 

Oh, the mule’s gone lame—the hens 
won't lay; 

Corn’s way down—wheat don’t pay: 

Hogs no better—steers too cheap; 

Cows quit milkin’--meat won’t keep; 

Oats all heated—spuds all froze; 

Wheat crop’s busted—wind still blows; 

Looks some gloomy, I’ll admit— 

Get up, Dobbin—we ain’t down yet. 


Oh, the coal’s too high—crops too low; 
Freight rates doubled—got no show; 
Money’s tighter—morals loose; 

Bound to git us—what’s the use; 

Sun’s not shining—as it should; 

Moon ain’t lightin’—like it could; 

No use stoppin’ to debate— 

Get up, Dobbin, it’s gettin’ late. 


Oh, the wheels all wobble—axle’s bent; 

Dashboard’s broken—top all rent; 

One shaft splintered—t’other sags; 

Seat’s all busted—end-gate drags; 

May hang t’gether—b’lieve it will; 

Careful drivin’ll make it still; 

Road’s smoothed out till it won’t seem 

true; 

Get up, Dobbin—we will pull through. 

—‘The Christian Builder.” 
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The Ministry Marches On! 


An Interview with Ralph W. Sockman 


HEN do you begin the prepara- 
WW tex of next Sunday’s sermon? 

Some begin Monday, others 
Tuesday, a few Wednesday, while a 
goodly number of us find it somewhat 
difffcult to begin at all. M. P. McClure 
in June Church Management issue tells 
about a fellow minister who was in the 
latter predicament. “I need help,” he is 
reported to have said, “Sunday night I 
feel delivered, preached out and empty. 
I cannot rest until I know what I am 
going to preach about next Sunday. It 
is zero hour with me. I need help.” So 
cdo many of us. 

I had this thought in mind when I 
sat down with Dr. Ralph W. Sockman 
up in Vermont the other day. We were 
both attending a conference, he as a 
speaker and I as a delegate. 

“When do you begin to prepare for 
next Sunday’s sermon?” I asked him. 

“About Tuesday morning,” he replied, 
“I have my theme in hand. When I 
know what I am going to talk about then 
I read up accordingly. By Friday my 
outline is ready and Saturday I give 
the day over to writing it out.” 

“Do you memorize it?” 

“No. I read it over Saturday night 
last thing before I go to bed. Then I 
read it once again first thing when I 
get up in the morning. I have what you 
might call a photographic mind and 
what I write seems to stick. Does that 
answer your question?” I told him I 
thought it did. 

“What are you preaching these days, 
doctor?” 

“A balanced message.” He went on 
to explain by saying that he thought too 
many of us were unbalanced, sermoni- 
cally. We tend to talk too much on 
social issues. ‘“That’s all very fine,” he 
said, “but in some instances it was over- 
done.” 

“Don’t you too take up modern issues 
in your pulpit?” 

“I certainly do,’ he replied, “but 
always I try to deal with contemporary 
issues in terms of the permanent values. 
I deal with general principles by taking 
an old issue and showing my people 
how it impinges on modern problems. 
The minister who takes up every side 
line that comes along makes a great mis- 
take, as I see it.” 

Does radio tend to keep people away 
from church? Some are certain it does, 
‘thers are not quite so sure. Dr. Sock- 
man is numbered among the latter. 


*Pastor, United Church, Johnson, Vermont. 


He is quite certain that messages over 
the air are doing a lot of good. One 
Sunday last winter, he told me, when he 
was broadcasting for Dr. Fosdick, he 
delivered a message heard in far away 
Alaska as well as on the West Coast of 
Africa. “It’s a great responsibility to 
talk to so vast an audience,” said the 
minister of Christ Church thoughtfully. 

As Dr. Sockman sees it, religion should 
be like music and love, the more you 
have the more you want, there is no 
way of measuring it. People who are 
accustomed to going to church are not 
likely to tune in as a substitute. On 
the other hand, radio enables the modern 
minister to reach thousands who are 
unable to get to church. 

Our conversation turned to _ books. 
“What have you been reading recently?” 
I asked him. He paused for a moment 
and then mentioned a number of recent 
releases from the press including the 
following: God and the Troubled World 
by Dean Mathews; Reasons for Living by 
Wicks; Meaning of Religion by Lyman; 
We Move In New Directions by Over- 
street. As for magazines he takes, he 
told me, such periodicals as Church Man- 
agement, Zion’s Herald, Christian Advo- 


By A. Ritchie Low* 


cate, Harper’s, The American Scholar, 
Christian Century and others of that 
type. 

Economic Issues 

Nowadays we read and hear a great 
deal about this and that school of eco- 
nomic thought. Ministers in particular, 
it seems, are “all het up” as we say in 
Vermont, over economic issues. I asked 
this well known New York clergyman 
whether he thought it advisable for the 
preachers to ally themselves with some 
particular school. He replied in the 
negative. 

“To be effective, the minister ought to 
be aloof enough to be disinterested. He 
ought to see things from the unbiased, 
Christian viewpoint,’ was the way he 
expressed himself. He did not mean to 
infer that the clergy should sit on the 
sidelines. He wanted them to fight 
courageously for what was just and 
proper. Nevertheless he saw danger 
ahead if ministers insist that a certain 
system of ethics or school of economic 
philosophy is the alpha and omega of 
the gospel. And there are not a few who 
are ready to agree with him. Whereas 
our little systems have their day, the 
gospel of the eternal verities goes on 
forever. 

Is it easier to be the pastor of a large 


. city church than minister of a small 


country one? Frankly, in many ways I 
am inclined to think it is. And Dr. 
Sockman agrees with me. “In a small 
parish,” he told me, “a wilful handful of 
small minded people can make it hard 
and uncomfortable. In the city it is 
more difficult. Then too, Mr. Low, there 
is this striking difference: In the small 
town it is the minister who does the 
moving. Often, in the urban church, it 
is the parishioners who move on. Then 
too, in the city church they don’t listen 
to their minister all the year round. He 
is away all summer. In the small 
parish this is not so.” 

“Another thing,” continued Dr. Sock- 
man who has had both big and small 
churches, “In the city you have more or 
less like minded people in your congrega- 
tion. They have chosen to come to hear 
you preach, for often they are not pari- 
shioners. In the small town church, 
on the other hand, you have the em- 
ployee and the employer, the teacher as 
well as the pupil, the mothers and 
fathers as well as the sons and daughters 
to talk to. It is for these reasons that I 
of the small town type of church have 
the harder task.” 
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If you were asked to name one or two 
outstanding problems facing the modern 
preacher what reply would you make? 
I put this question to our friend from 
New York for, since he goes up and 
down the land addressing groups, associ- 
ated with various Protestant Com- 
munions, I thought he ought to be able 
to throw some light upon it. His reply 
was a pretty shrewd one, I thought. 
And penetrating. 

“Our big problem, as I see it,” said 
Dr. Sockman, “is to bring our standards 
of action up to our ideals.” The day 
following, when the Conference I was 
attending was discussing the equalizing 
of ministers’ salaries, I had occasion to 
think of the doctor’s remark. We mini- 
sters are pretty good at telling the busi- 
ness man that more ethics are needed 
in the professional world, ad infinitum. 
But what do we more than they? Are 
we always ready to acknowledge the im- 
plications of being our brother’s keeper? 
What I heard that afternoon made me 
wonder. But to get back to Dr. Sock- 
man’s ideas. 

“There is too great a distance,” he 
told me, “between the pulpit and the 
pew. The minister thinks one thing. 
The pew another. The first has more 
time to think, to read, to study. The con- 
sequence is that the latter tends to lag, 
mentally and otherwise. On the other 
hand the pulpit must not assume to know 
too much for it has much to learn from 
the pew.” 

Dr. Sockman was quite certain that 
the Forums connected nowadays with 
most live parishes were a great help in 
bridging the gap of which I have spoken. 
Another thing he likes about forums is 
this: the people have an opportunity to 
talk back! On Sunday morning they 
listen, sometimes to be sure, rather 
passively. At a forum gathering, on the 
other hand, they can and do take notes 
and when the question period conies, 
interrogate the speaker. This, he thinks, 
tends to bring speaker and listener to- 
gether. 


Methodism’s Two Systems 


This well known American clergyman, 
as you know, is a Methodist. While 
not one myself, it was inevitable that 
we talk shop a little. It has occured 
to me in recent years, I said, that 
Methodism has two systems for its minis- 
ters, “What were they?” he asked. I 
went on to explain that in the average 
Conference the small town pastors were 
moved from time to time by the district 
superintendent. On the other hand, men 
receiving $2,500 and over were, in the 
main, receiving “calls” just as though 
they were Congregationalists or Baptists, 
hence, I maintained, modern Methodism 
has two systems: the connectional and 
the congregational. Dr. Sockman read- 
ily granted that this was so but was by 
no means alarmed over this fact. 

“Churches should be allowed to call 
their own men but surely you know, Mr. 
Low, that some parishes just haven’t the 
initiative to do so and that is where the 
district superintendent comes in handy. 
Perhaps in this day and age, since the 
needs of churches differ so, we have need 
of both systems to which you refer.” 

I questioned him about the tendency 
to overcrowd the ministry. He knew, he 
said, that some conferences had put up 
the bars, that it was now difficult in 
some places for newcomers to find a 
foothold. (Turn to page 196) 


CHURCH MANAGEMENT for January, 1936 





“Youth Month” 


NUMBER of years ago our State 
A Director of Christian Education 

asked all the Baptist Churches of 
Michigan to take a week of their Febru- 
ary programs and devote it all to the 
Young People. Give them all the services; 
let them do the conducting of the wor- 
ship, ushering, and even the preaching. 
We “took him up,” and so conducted it 
for three years. Then it occurred to us 
that a “Youth Month” would be even 
better. Here was our procedure and ex- 
perience: 

Calling in our Departmental Superin- 
tendent and all the teachers of young 
people’s classes, plus the sponsors of our 
Senior and Intermediate B.Y.P.U.’s we 
worked out our objectives: 

1. A finer loyalty to Christ and His 

Church. 

2. A deepened religious life for each 

young person and others. 

3. A larger and more definite service 

in Kingdom interests. 

4. Youth serving youth. 


Committes on Banquet (Washington 
and Lincoln) were appointed including, 
“Banquet,” “Program,” “Tables,” Deco- 
rations,” “Publicity,’ and one for an 
Area Rally in connection with the local 
Association. 

The theme for the month was “Build- 
ing On,” and the Pastor adapted a poem 
by G. A. Studdert-Kennedy as follows: 


We Must Build On 


Youth must build on! 
On though ideals be crumbling, 
On though good men be stumbling, 
Through times ominously grumbling, 
Youth must build on! 


No time to be retreating, 

Souls knowing no defeating, 

Life’s problems frankly meeting, 
Youth shall build on! 


Unmindful of disaster, 

Building in a world far vaster, 

Spirit-patterned by our Master, 
We're building on! 


No sacrifice recording. 

His love our sole rewarding, 

We'll serve through life’s glad morning, 
Then still—build on! 


The schedule of Sunday services fol- 
lows: Notice that the Pastor preached in 
all the morning services, adapting his 
themes to Youth Month. B.Y.P.U. serv- 
ices continued in the planned channels. 


Sunday, February 4, 1934 


11:10 Sermon, The Pastor, “Carpenters 
All.” 

5:00 Friendly Hour—directed by Marion 
Shutts. 

6:00 Senior B.Y.P.U., “Making the 
Christian Life Real,” Madeline 
Kendrick. 


By W. F. Huxford* 


6:10 Junior Hi B.Y.P.U., “How Interme- 
diates May Work Together,” 
Elsie Benzenberg. 

7:00 “Little Men vs. Big Barns,’’ Sermon 
by a young college senior, Miss 
Helen Coover. 
Sunday, February 11, 1934 

11:10 “Here’s Looking At Life,’ The 


Pastor. 
5:00 Friendly Hour—Marian Downs. 
6:00 Senior B.Y.P.U., “Acquaintance 


Deepens Into Friendship,” Stan- 
ley Wheater. 

6:15 Junior Hi B.Y.P.U., “Attitudes 
Towards Other Races,” Arlene 
Rose. 

:00 “An Evening with Young People 
of Yesterday,” E. K. Waldo. 

(A program by older young peo- 
ple redolent with memories of 
‘how we did it way back when’) 
Sunday, February 18, 1934 
11:10 Sermon, “Growing A Soul,” The 
Pastor. 
4:00 Area Rally, Kalamazoo River Bap- 
tist Young People. 
7:00 Worship Service, Junior Hi Young 
People. 
Play—“The Finger of God”; Se- 
nior Young People. 
Sunday, February 25, 1934 
11:10 Sermon, “Jesus, Lord of Life’— 
The Pastor. 
5:00 Friendly Hour—Frederick Kabbe. 

6:00 Discussion, “Resolved, That It 

Pays To Be Honest.” Affirmative, Kelton 

Huxford; Negative, Wesley Rowland. 

6:15 Junior Hi B.Y.P.U., “Getting An 

Education,” Marie Cradit. 

7:00 Coronation Service. 
sermon by pastor; dedication. 


-] 


Summary 


It is fair to say that the banquet was 
a high moment. With everything planned 
in detail, with a splendidly served dinner 
at 25c (Thanks to the help of an adult 
class) we used Robert Freeman’s verse, 
“White Captain Of My Soul, Lead On.” 
Toasts were: “Building in the Red,” 
“Building in the White” and “Building 
in the Blue.” With several well planned 
musical numbers and a reading or two 
the month was climaxed by a beautiful 
appeal in a cartoon sermon to the theme 
of the month, “Building On.” 


1935—PROGRAM 

With one successful year behind us it 
was easier to plan again. After much 
discussion the theme for February, 1935, 
was: “I Will Help Build A Christian 
World.” The motto was cut out of cor- 
rugated board, covered with crepe paper 
and emblazoned across the front of the 
church. Objectives were defined as fol- 
lows: 

1. To challenge youth to a higher 
service for Jesus Christ. 

2. To pledge youth to a definite stand 
against war, use of liquor, and 
against corrupt conditions in 
Government. 

3. To increase the spirit of fellowship, 
and lead others to Jesus Christ. 


(Turn to page 188) 
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Facing Your First Parish 


By James Croswell Perkins * 


We have published much advice to young ministers during the pas! 
ten years. But seldom has it been our privilege to have a minister, in 
his first church, write for those completing their preparation. 

It is all good, too. 


SUPPOSE it may strike you as rather 

funny for a man who has had only 

two years’ experience in the ministry 
to offer counsel to a theolog, but cer- 
tain experiences drive home truths that 
are not always emphasized in the cur- 
riculum of the Seminary. So I am going 
to share them with you in the hope that 
they may be of some help. 

Here are some “don’ts” to begin with. 

Don’t be afraid of your first parish. 
Except perhaps for a few persons who 
are hyper-critical, the people will be 
kinder and more sympathetic and pa- 
tient with you than you deserve, pro- 
vided you are sincerely trying to do your 
best. 

Don’t make your pastoral calls at 
markedly less frequent intervals at some 
homes than at others. Even if people 
seem busy and preoccupied they will 
notice it if you call much less often at 
their house than at other places. 

Don’t indulge in dancing, smoking, 
“dates,” card-parties, and the like, until 
you have first found out the mind and 
mores of your community. Some com- 
munities, where Sunday baseball is taken 
as a matter of course by the laity, very 
much dislike to have their pastor play- 
ing on that day of the week. “All things 
are lawful, but not all things are ex- 
pedient.”’ 

Don’t assume from the silence and the 
lack of the expression of adverse opinion 
at a church meeting that therefore 
everyone is satisfied or that even a ma- 
jority approve of what is being done. If 
you want to know how your members 
really feel about certain questions, it 
would be well for you to establish a 
friendly relationship with some motherly 
officer of the Ladies’ Aid. 

Be sure to hear both sides before you 
form your opinion about any matter over 
which there is a sharp controversy in 
your church. A change of policy on your 
part will be almost sure to give the im- 
pression that one group has won you 
to their side. 

Establish some way of knowing at once 
when any parishioner becomes ill. Call 
as soon as possible after you learn of sick- 
ness. When you delay, even when the 
delay is due to ignorance or is quite un- 


*Pastor Congregational Church, Regent, North 
Dakota. 


intentional, you will feel self-reproach 
for not having gone before. 

Have a very clear understanding with 
your church before undertaking out-of- 
town preaching engagements, even when 
you secure a substitute, and be sure you 
know how the church feels about such 
absences. Some few persons may be in- 
clined to be unduly possessive of their 
pastor, but at any rate your first obliga- 
tion is to the church, and the feelings 
of the members must be respected. 

Don’t have your hand in too many 
community activities, and don’t talk too 
much. On the other hand, people ex- 
pect a minister to be a ready talker, a 
good mixer, and something of a go-get- 
ter. It takes the wisdom of a Solomon, 
the salesmanship of a Bruce Barton, and 


the Spirit of him who said, “Be ye wise 


as serpents and harmless as doves,” to 
achieve a happy medium. 


Getting New Ideas Across 

Remember that because you are young 
and just recently from the seminary, 
people can not be expected to be as en- 
thusiastic for new ideas as you are. You 
will find it necessary to build a founda- 
tion cf interest and to create definite 
desires for certain projects in religious 
education before launching them. You 
will discover that a much better founda- 
tion is laid when you first go to individ- 
uals and explain matters than when 
you announce some new class or project 
from the pulpit. Your intellectual in- 
terests have probably been over-stimu- 
lated in the seminary; it is your job to 
give opportunity for the expression of 
latent intellectual interests in your 
congregation, and this requires patience, 
insight, and skill. 

Be sure and invite the young people 
of your Church to occasional formal and 
informal evenings at the parsonage. You 
will find that they will be more at ease 
there and will be more inclined to dis- 
cussion than in a church auditorium. 


Remember that people like to be 
noticed and to have their children 
noticed. Playing some absurd game with 
a mischievous three-year-old will often 
win your way into the hearts of the par- 
ents, aS well as affording you not a lit- 
tle amusement. 

If you are a person of strong scholastic 
interests be sure to cultivate other sides 
of your personality, because the average 
church, while respecting academic at- 
tainments, it not going to judge you by 
your intellectual capacities alone. The 
indirect values of hard application to 
your studies in the Seminary will be in- 
calculable in helping you to think clear- 
ly, to develop powers of criticism and 
judgment, and in the training of your 
mind in general. But you will find only 
a fraction of your Seminary work to 
be of any direct, practical value in your 
preaching and pastoral functions. Be- 
ware of lugging your learning in by the 
heels! 

Training in the telling of funny stories 
and in the art of manufacturing small 
talk might well be included in a semin- 
ary curriculum. One of the more dis- 
cerning young matrons in a community 
told the father of the young minister 
that when their new pastor first came, 
people felt he was distant, aloof, and not 
interested in them, but that she had felt 
all along that the main reason for this 
impression was that the studious young 
man had no store of small talk. 

If you are not a ready speaker with 
an easy flow of words at your command, 
it may be necessary for you to begin 
your ministry by taking the manuscript 
of your sermon into the pulpit with you. 
If you must do this, be sure to familiar- 
ize yourself with it as much as possible 
beforehand, so that you will depend upon 
it as little as possible when you get up 
to preach. During my first two months in 
the ministry, just after finishing at the 
seminary, I tried to do without my 
manuscript and I met with failure after 
failure, falling victim to stammering and 
hesitancy. Then I started preaching 
from manuscript. The stammering was 
almost immediately mastered, and I 
spoke with more assurance and convic- 
tion, but without much fire or enthu- 
siasm. The manuscript had become like 
a pair of water-wings for a beginner in 
swimming. But I adhered to this meth- 
od too long, and my father was con- 
tinually pointing out that my sermons 
lacked warmth and persuasiveness. He 
observed that no lawyer would think of 
reading an argument to a jury. One day 
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he repeated a remark one of my trustees 
had made to him in confidence some 
months before. This individual, in 
speaking of my preaching, had said, “I 
wish he would come out from behind 
that pulpit.” Finally I resolved never to 
take a manuscript into the church with 
me except in emergency. I felt my first 
attempt would be a failure, but it was 
not, and I find that my congregation 
prefers this method of delivery. So I 
now preach the Gospel, (or my modern 
interpretation of it), from a sheet of 
notes. I feel that a manuscript is a nec- 
essary stepping-stone for some preach- 
ers and that a man should always write 
his sermons out in advance, but that it 
should be left at home in one’s study at 
the earliest opportunity. 

Regarding Dates 

Friends of mine in the ministry dif- 
fer in their opinions about an unmarried 
minister “dating” girls in his own parish. 
A former teacher says one should “stay 
out of the dating game as he values his 
peace of mind,” while another friend 
seems to feel it is all right provided one 
spreads his attentions around. I be- 
lieve this is a question which each man 
must decide for himself, as some parish 
situations differ widely from others, and 
it is absurd to lay down any set rules. 
Just remember that people are inclined 
to attribute undue significance and seri- 
ousness to what a minister does along 
these lines, and if one is not careful 
he may give rise to gossip, misunder- 
standing, and hurt feelings among the 
members of his congregation. 

People will try to impose on your sym- 
pathy. They will come with hard-luck 
stories, desiring cash or the use of your 
car or perhaps your influence with the 
doctor or grocer. If you make inquiries 
about certain families first, you can help 
them much more intelligently than by 
granting occasional small favors in order 
to get rid of them. 

In conclusion, the ministry, as I see 
it, is a profession requiring all the com- 
mon-sense, tact, and intelligence that a 
man has, as well as his whole-hearted 


Youth Month 
(From page 186) 
Our theme verse was: 
You who are young, it is you, it is you 
Who must make the dreams of the world 
come true. 
You who are young have a world to build, 
The future shall be what you have willed. 


Learn and practice, plan and do; 
Hold to a vision and shape it true. 


Anon. from Young People’s Leader. 


The “kick-off” event, a_ roller- 
skating party, which was attended by 
about a hundred, was a genuine success. 
Two large classes of High School and 
senior students held separate Valentine 
parties. They seemed more satisfactory 
than massed events of like character. 
An attractive banquet was again served 
at a nominal cost, and the address of the 
evening by Rev. William R. Shaw, “Ad- 
venturing with Christ,” made a gripping 
appeal, and a fitting climax for a month 
packed with challenges and shared ac- 
tivities. 


This time the Sunday programs were 
as follows: 
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Sunday, February 3, 1935 

11:10 Sermon: “Building Steel Into My 
Girders,” The Pastor. 

7:00 Sermon: “I Will Help Build A 
Christian World,’ Pres. C. T. 
Goodsell, of Kalamazoo College. 

6:00 Senior B.Y.P.U., Group IV, Julius 
Yucker. 

6:15 Junior Hi B.Y.P.U., Junior Schil- 
ling, Leader. 

Sunday, February 10, 1935 

11:10 Sermon: “When Do I Build with 
Christ?” The Pastor. 

7:00 Sermon: “How Can I Build In 
Far Places?” Rev. Ralph T. 
Andem, Secretary, Michigan 
Baptist Convention. (Missionary 
Emphasis) 

6:00 Play, “I Pledge Allegiance”; Anti- 
War motive. John Wheater, 
Fred Kabbe, Helen Coover and 
Gail Bowers. 

Sunday, February 17, 1935 

11:10 Sermon: “Building The Inner 
Fort,” The Pastor. 

7:00 Trial: “Christian Youth is Charged 
with Criminal Negligence and 
Waste of Opportunity in Chris- 
tian Living.” 

6:00 A joint B.Y.P.U. meeting led by 
Group V, Susan Workman, 
Chairman; Subject, “Liquor in 
Kalamazoo.” 

Sunday, February 24, 1935 

11:10 Sermon: “Building For Eternity,” 
The Pastor. 

7:00 Drama: “The Whirlwind,” a tem- 
perance play by Marion Shutts, 
Elvera Cradit, Orlo Burpee and 
Wesley Rowland. 

6:00 Senior B.Y.P.U., Group I, Vivian 
Downs. 

6:15 Junior Hi B.Y.P.U., Ruth Daisher, 
Leader. 


The trial was easily the outstanding 
feature of the month. The house was 
filled and the community is still talking 
about it. The “attorneys” were all col- 
lege young men with debating experi- 
ence, and the hour was packed with 
thrills and excitement. The gratifying 
thing above all else was that the Pastor 
could see emerging the spirit of inquiry 
and research on the part of these fine 
young folk, and he believes it promised 
a new day in the quality of the mem- 
bers. The month was so much of a suc- 
cess that an inquiring mind or two asked 
if there were not danger of overdoing it. 
Should there not be a like emphasis for 
adults? We are NOT planning to aban 
don “Youth Month” in the near future. 


THE VISIBLE RESULTS 

1. A Youth group that is “sold” on 
the Church? A large Young People’s 
Chorus was developed last year, that 
kept an average of 50 young people in 
the evening service, which we devote to 
evangelism. Some evenings our large 
rostrum was so packed that there was 
scarcely room for the preacher. Those 
who went home after young people’s 
meetings were almost negligible. 

2. A growing concern on their part 
for evangelizing their fellows. Personal 
work in some comes about easily and 
naturally. It’s a happy experience when 
a Pastor finds his young people come 
and asking for baptism! The largest 
Pastor’s classes at Easter time in his 


ministry. ‘The most spontaneous in- 
gathering, as well as one of the largest 
in his ministry, including many young 
folks. 

3. The largest and most thriving Sun- 
day School in the history of the church 
with the exception of a single year (for 
definite abnormal reasons). 

4. A happy expectant church with a 
forward look. I do not say that “Youth 
Month” did it all, but it was worth much 
more to us than some evangelistic meet- 
ings I have helped conduct! 





THE GLORY OF THE CHURCH 

A few years ago Mr. Chesterton and 
Mr. Blatchford had a controversy ... 
Mr. Blatchford had made bitter mirth 
in dealing with the mistakes—and worse 
—of the Church and with some pride 
had referred to the cleaner record of 
Atheism. Then the leonine wrath of 
Mr. Chesterton broke forth. 

“Yes,” he said in effect, “there are dark 
pages in the history of the Christian 
Church. For centuries it was the su- 
preme power in the world. It tamed the 
Barbarians. It created modern Europe. 
It gave power of the very wheels of civil- 
ization. Of course, working on so grand 
a scale it made great mistakes. On the 
other hand Atheism has no history. It 
has never built an institution. It has 
never created a culture. It has never 
sat upon a throne from which it has 
mastered the forces which have made an 
epoch. It has never really done any- 
thing. And because it has no great his- 
tory it has no record of great mis- 
takes.” 

Suppose we admit the dark and de- 
plorable pages in the history of the 
Church, its weaknesses, its mistakes, and 
even its crimes. And then suppose we 
look with complete honesty upon its 
positive contribution to the life of the 
world, its moral vigor, its spiritual 
splendor, its social potency, its intel- 
lectual energy, and its relation to the 
higher statesmanship of the world. Even 
a cursory survey will make it possible 
for us to speak very proudly of the 
glory of the Church. Healing waters have 
indeed come forth from the sanctuary 
for the renewal of the life of man. 

Lynn Harold Hough in The Church 
and Civilization; Round Table Press, 
Inc. 


Kagawa 
(From page 182) 

And the only voice that can call us 

home 

Is the cry of the poor we have left in 

the slum. 

Bear in mind that Kagawa’s poverty is 
self inflicted. His papers and magazines 
have been sold by the millions. His 
contracts are in the hands of those who 
seek to promote his religious and social 
program. For himself he asks but 4 
modest income. The wealth he has 
created through his literature goes into 
his social and educational institutions. 

Many of us are going to know Kagawa 
better because of this book. We have 
heard of his theology and his social pro- 
gram. We have read his ideas of c0- 
operative distribution. But this volume 
shows us the heart of the man. 
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CHURCH MANAGEMENT for January, 1936 





FHA Loans to Churches 


churches may take advantage of the 

provisions under the Federal Housing 
Administration to borrow funds with 
which to repair or improve a church par- 
sonage. According to Foster H. Smith, 
Administrative Assistant of the FHA, 
“the term ‘owners’ includes individuals, 
partnerships, corporations, trustees, fidu- 
ciaries and associations of all kinds such 
as—educational, religious, philanthropic 
mutual, social and fraternal.” 

The provisions of the act as the pres- 
ent time make it possible, therefore, for 
church organizations where properly in- 
corporated to borrow any needed amount 
up to $2000.00 upon a monthly payment 
plan which may cover a period of from 
three to five years. The notes are signed 
by the trustees as trustees for the organ- 
ization and do not require endorsement 
as they are insured by the administra- 
tion. The following steps should be 
taken to meet the requirements of the 
act: 

1—Have an architect, or someone com- 
petent, draw up the plans and specifica- 
tions covering each item of the proposed 
improvements. 2—Secure bids on these 
specifications. 3—Call legal meeting of 
the corporation and have it authorize 
its trustees to borrow the sum necessary 
to meet the proposed improvements. 4— 
Secure subscriptions sufficient to meet 
the payments on the loan as they come 
due for the entire period. 5—Present to 
your bank along with the regular form 
provided by the administration a certi- 
fied copy of the motion as passed by the 
church; a copy of the bids as made, 
which establishes the fact that the 
money sought for is needed for the pur- 
poses intended. 

The important item in this procedure 
is number 4. To meet this the following 
plan has been successfully used and con- 
tains some unusual advantageous fea- 
tures. A pledge card is provided which 
reads as follows: 

“I hereby subscribe for 

Shares in the project of repairing the 
Universalist Church and parsonage of 
this City for which I agree to pay One 
Dollar per share, or Dollars 
with interest as per schedule on re- 
verse side, on the first day of July, 
October, January, and April of each 
year from this date, and until the 
obligation of this church for the above 
stated purpose has been satisfied. This 
pledge shall cease with the payment 
on April 1, 1940. Payment shall be 
made at the 

of this City.” 


|: is not generally understood that 


*State Superintendent, Universalist Churches 
of Kansas. 


On the reverse side of the card is space 
for the receipt of each payment made 
and the interest on each payment is in- 
dicated. For example: Based on 8% a 
year, the interest due and payable on 
the first payment would be 40c, on the 
second payment 38c, etc., until the final 
or 20th payment would bear an interest 
of only 2c. 


It will be noted that the payments on 
these pledges are made quarterly which 
provides the money in advance with 
which to make the monthly payments on 
the note. 

The advantages peculiar to this type 
of pledge are found particularly in the 
fact that the more shares that are sold 
the less each subscriber will have to 
pay. For example: To raise $2000.00 it 
will be necessary to sell 100 shares. The 
pledge is made payable for a period of 
five years, or until the obligation on 
which the pledge is written has been 
satisfied. Therefore, if 200 shares are 
sold the obligation would be entirely paid 
in two and one-half years and payments 
on all pledges would cease. Once that 
fact is grasped by subscribers, they be- 
come interested in securing other sub- 
scribers. For whenever they secure a 
new subscription they lessen the number 
of payments each subscriber has to 
make. Any amount raised by an organ- 


ization and paid upon the obligation also. 


shortens the time each pledge is to run. 

Another advantage in using this form 
is that when you have raised the amount 
needed you have also raised the interest. 





RECORD OF QUARTERLY 
PAYMENTS MADE 











By Wesley Gilbert Price* 


Then if the obligation is discounted, in- 
stead of borrowing in full, the interest 
paid upon each pledge will constitute a 
reserve to take care of any lapsation in 
payments that may occur. 


Because each subscriber must pay his 
share of the interest as each payment is 
made, he becomes interest conscious and 
will anticipate payments in order to 
avoid payment of interest. For example, 
in making his sixth payment of $1.30 he 
could make say five payments without 
interest charge as the thirty cents pays 
interest on the entirely unpaid pledge 
for three months. His next payment 
would bear only eighteen cents interest. 
For the above reasons I have seen the 
entire obligation paid out in three years 
instead of five, and I have never known 
one to run the entire period. 


The small amount of each share, only 
$1.00 every three months, makes it pos- 
sible for anyone to have a part in the 
undertaking. 


ST. PAUL AS A BROADCASTER 


In writing to one Corinthians (First 
Epistle, 14:9b) Paul forecast the time 
when the ether of space should carry 
sound when he wrote, “Ye shall speak 
into the air.” St. Paul was the broad- 
caster for the Christian faith and, as an 
announcer, was, and still is, clearly un- 
derstood. Today, nearly 1900 years after 
his messages were taken down, tran- 
scribed and sent to those for whom they 
were intended, we find thousands of 
listeners dwelling upon his logical, Chris- 
tian statements. 


In these days of progress the humblest 
of us knows and appreciates the radio. 
Even though we may not possess a re- 
ceiving set of our own we often enjoy 
the pleasures in the home of a friend 
and receive ether waves over a long dis- 
tance. We no longer marvel at this won- 
derful force which God has given man to 
conquer and understand, yet time was 
when we thought it almost superhuman. 
But, before the radio, God was; before 
material communication was brought out 
of the air, God was speaking. 


“The performance of the Masters is as 
near to you as your receiving set!”, an- 
nounces the manufacturer of radio sets. 
The voice of God is as near to you as 
your listening ear: His willingness to 
hear and answer prayer is as near to 
you and may be as real as you will have 
it. Physical wireless waves are wonder- 
ful and we thank God for them: spiritual 
waves are even more wonderful for they 
are broadcast from God Himself. 

Shall we not tune in on His station 
and receive the most wonderful assur- 
ances of His goodness and desire to aid 
us that ever have been given to man? 

Alan Pressley Wilson 








—— 
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A Program of Rededication 


These printed samples of forms used tell their own story without the 
‘ . ‘ pa va > ° * 
necessity of @ write up. They were used by the First Congregational: 


Church, Waterloo, Iowa. 





~, 


First Congregational Church 
Waterloo, Jowa 


A PROGRAM FOR THE REDEDICATION OF OUR 

MEMBERS TO JESUS CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH 

I promise, as far as possible, to spend some time each day in 
reverent Bible Reading, and in Earnest Prayer for the Enrichment 
of my Own Soul and the Advancement of Our Church. 














Signature 
Date 
The Pledge of Cooperation 
CHURCH ROLL CALL 
First Congregational Church 
Waterloo, Jowa 

Name 

Address 


Please sign and deposit this card at the morning service next Sun- 


day, as a registration of your presence. 


Date 











The Record of Attendance 





PROSPECT CARD 
Hirst Congregational Church 


Waterloo, Iowa 


The following are prospects for church membership. List all 
such of any given family on one card. 


Mr. and Mrs. or Miss 
Address 


Date Suggested by 


Write additional information on other side 











The Prospect List 


First 
Congregational Church 
Waterloo, Iowa 


A Program for the Rededication of Our 
Members to Jesus Christ and His Church 


“O Lord, revive thy work’’—Habakkuk 2-1 





WE PROPOSE: 


1—A Friendly visitation of the 
entire parish. 

2—An increased emphasis upon at- 
tendance at the Sunday Service 
of Public Worship and the Mid- 
Week Service of Prayer and 
Praise. 

3—That these services be designed, 
under the blessing of Almighty 
God, to win our hearts and 
lives to a rededication to Jesus 
Christ and His Church. 

4—That through the personal com- 
mitment of our own lives to 
Jesus Christ, we make Chris- 
tianity and the Church so at- 
tractive that many may seek al- 
liance with our Church in its 
sustained campaign of helpful- 
ness. 

5—So to deepen the spiritual life of 
Our People that it will express 
itself in an increased loyalty, 
and in an adequate financial 
support of all our activities. 

6—To continue to preach the gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ with such 
fidelity and earnestness that our 
own people may be more firmly 
established in The Faith and 
others, whose hearts God has 
touched, may be added to our 
fellowship. 











Rev. J. Richmond Morgan, D.D., Minister 
Rev. Earle A. Munger, Executive Minister 


“Here am I, send me.’’—Isaiah 6-8 





Announcement of the Program 





MINISTERS’ EXCHANGE 











A Scottish minister, forty-five minutes 
from Edinburgh, would like to arrange an 
exchange with some minister, along the 
Atlantic seaboard, for the months oi 
June, July and August, 1936. If you are 
interested further information may be 
secured by addressing, Parson, Care 
“Church Management” Auditorium 
Building, Cleveland, Ohio. 
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The Lord will perfect that which con- 
cerneth me.—Psalm 138: 8. 


mood of self-depreciation. We are 

conscious of our weakness and 
frailty; we are impressed with the little- 
ness and insignificance of life. This mood 
is frequently reflected in the Scriptures. 
There the most expressive imagery is 
employed to set forth the evanescence, 
the frailty, the vanity of human life. 
The withering grass, the fading flower, 
the vanishing vapor, the wind, a shadow, 
a worm—these are some of the images 
used to symbolize it. In this mood we 
expostulate with God himself, “Where- 
fore hast Thou made all men in vain?” 
In this mood we plead with Him, “Re- 
member how short my time is.” In this 
mood we comfort ourselves with the 
thought that “He knoweth our frame; 
He remembereth that we are dust.” But 
there is another mood experienced by 
men and reflected in the Bible also. It 
is one of exaltation. It is the mood born 
in those high hours of the soul’s uplift- 
ing, when it sees the wonder and the 
glory, the illimitable possibilities and the 
far-flung splendor, of life. In this mood 
we soar on wings of boundless aspira- 
tion; we are inspired by matchless 
hopes; we dream dreams no mortal ever 
dreamed before. It is the mood of 
prophetic insight and daring which 
cries: “Art Thou not from everlasting, O 
Lord my God, mine Holy One? We shall 
not die.” It is the mood of Paul when 
he prays for the Christians at Ephesus, 
“That ye might be filled with the ful- 
ness of God.” It is the mood of John 
when he proclaims his message of life’s 
high destiny: “Beloved, now are we the 
sons of God, and it doth not yet appear 
what we shall be: but we know when he 
shall appear, we shall be like him; for 
we shall see him as he is.” 

Now, neither of these moods taken by 
itself reflects the true view of life. They 
must be correlated; the one must supple- 
ment and correct the other. To see life 
steadily and see it whole, we must see 
not only the actual humiliation of the 
present, but also the possible glorification 
of the future; we must know life's 
marvelous potentialities, but we must 
take cognizance, too, of its weakness, its 
insignificance, its imperfection. Both 
views must be combined if we wouid 
have a correct conception of life. We 
have such a combination in the 8th 


T incoet are times when ours is the 





_ *Pastor, John Wesley A. M. E. Church, Wash- 
ington, District of Columbia. 


God’s Finishing Touches 


Psalm: “When I consider thy heavens, 
the work of thy fingers, the moon and 
the stars which thou hast ordained; 
what is man, that thou art mindful of 
him? And the son of man, that thou 
visitest him?” There you have the littie- 
ness, the insignificance, of man. “Thou 
hast made him but a little lower than 
God, and crownest him with glory and 
honor. Thou hast put all things under 
his feet.” There you have the greatness, 
the sovereignty, of man. In Isaiah 40 we 
have the frailty and brevity of human 
life offset by wonderful Divine resources 
for renewal and power: “All flesh is 
grass, and all the goodliness thereof is 
as the flower of the field: the grass 
withereth, the flower fadeth; because the 
breath of the Lord bloweth upon it: 
surely the people is grass. . . . He giv- 
eth power to the faint; and to them that 
have no might he increaseth strength. 
. . . They that wait upon the Lord shall 
renew their strength; they shall mount 
up with wings as eagles; they shall run 
and not be weary; they shall walk and 
not faint.” 


The words of the text implicitly carry 
this double aspect of life. The Psalmist 
sees his work and his life as incomplete, 
imperfect, marred by defect and failure, 
but over against both work and life he 
sees the Infinite Artist who will put the 
touch of perfection upon them, and he 
cries: “The Lord will perfect that which 
concerneth me.” This is a heartening 
message, full of inspiration and hope for 
all who are distressed by the apparent 
futility of life. 

I. God Will Perfect Our Work 

All workers in this world are exposed 
te certain conditions and circumstances 
which make for discouragement and de- 
spair, and constitute a perpetual menace 
to all sustained effort, to patient continu- 
ance in service. And one needs the 
mighty stimulus, the compelling motive, 
the potent inspiration of the text to 
counteract all tendency to give up in 
despair. 

-1. There is the sense of personal inef- 
ficiency which lays hold upon us as we 
address ourselves to certain tasks. There 
are some things we are called to do that 
may be accomplished without any strain 
on our ability; our powers of achieve- 
ment are more than a match for the de- 
mands upon them; we are so amply 
equipped for them that there is no tax- 
ing of our capacity. But there are other 
duties, tasks, forms of service, before 


which we stand smitten with a pitiful 
sense of insufficiency, humiliated by the 





A Sermon by William O. Carrington* 







tremendous disproportion between the 
greatness of these tasks and the poverty 
of the personal resources and powers we 
can bring to them, and the cry falls 
from our lips, “Who is sufficient for these 
things?” Witness Moses when he is 
commissioned by God to deliver Israel. 
There is no quick and ready response. 
Rather, he hesitates, begs off, urges his 
peculiar disqualifications, pleads his in- 
competence for the task. Similarly, when 
God calls Gideon to save Israel from the 
Midianites he pleads: “Oh, my Lord, 
wherewith shall I save Israel? behold, 
my family is poor in Manasseh, and I am 
the least in my father’s house.” And 
Jeremiah, young and sensitive, shrinks 
back in an agony of doubt and fear when 
the burden of a prophet’s task with its 
overwhelming responsibilities is put upon 
him, and cries out: “Ah, Lord God! Be- 
hold, I cannot speak: for I am a child.” 
So we have felt in our humbler spheres 
when we have stood fronting some re- 
sponsibility which not only challenged 
the best we had, but asked much more 
than we were able to bring to it of our- 
selves. 

Is there a preacher, however well 
equipped, who feels that he is equal to 
the task to which he is called? Is there 
a mother who would not throw up her 
hands in despair if she thought that all 


* she could depend upon in the rearing of 


her children was what she could do of 
herself? Who ever undertook any worth- 
while task, any bit of work charged with 
vital issues, without a disabling sense of 
being utterly unequal to it from every 
personal standpoint? The only thing that 
has given us courage to attempt these 
tasks and to keep at them, in spite of the 
enervating consciousness of our personal 
unfitness, is the faith that somehow we 
could count on God. 

In The Christ of the Indian Road, E. 
Stanley Jones tells how he was con- 
fronted by a new and challenging situa- 
tion in his work in India for which he 
was utterly unprepared in every way. In 
that dark hour, broken in health as he 
was, he saw that unless he could get 
help from somewhere his missionary ca- 
reer was over. And then while in a meet- 
ing in Lucknow something . happened. 
He says: “While in prayer, not particu- 
larly thinking about myself a Voice 
seemed to say, ‘Are you yourself ready 
for this work to which I have called 
you?’ I replied: ‘No, Lord, I am done for. 


I have reached the end of my rope.’ The 

Voice replied, ‘If you will turn that over 

to me and not worry about it, I will take 
(Turn to page 192) 
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Bacon Memorial 


Presbyterian Church 


Niagara Falls, New York 


OU may not like this expression of 

architectural designing. Certainly, 

you would not want your church 
building to look like it. You would not 
want your church building to be a mere 
copy of any building already erected. 
You would want it to be unique in de- 
sign, and at the same time in harmony 
with some traditional type of church 
architecture, suitably expressive of its 
interior uses and adapted to its location 
and environment. 


The building here shown is not in- 
tended to be copied or to be regarded 
as an exceptional example of ecclesias- 
tical design, but rather as an example 
of planning in a way to meet the prob- 
able building and equipment needs of a 
church for twenty years, and of doing 
this so that the building as built on 
paper may be erected in units as it can 
be financed. Only the portions of this 
building that have been erected are 
shown. The church auditorium, to be 
erected later, will appear at your right 
of the building as you now see it. The 
picture as you see it is of a church- 
school chapel, which is being temporarily 
used for preaching and: worship, and of 
assembly-rooms and classrooms to ac- 
commodate a school of five hundred, to- 
gether with recreational rooms, kitchen, 
and other facilities. 


These erected portions of this building 
present a pleasing appearance of com- 
pleteness, and are far more usable than 
would be a basement room of an incom- 
pleted building. 


The pastor of this church, Rev. John 
K. Borneman, writes: “We were for- 
tunate in having Dr. Henry E. Tralle as 
consultant in connection with our new 
educational and recreational building 
recently completed. He spent many 
hours of time in analyzing our needs in 
conferences with our committee, and in 
frank advice given the architect. His 
service can not be measured in dollars 
and cents, though he did actually save 
us money. The paying of his fee is an 
act of economy. We can point to one 
item alone where his advice saved us 
from making a _ three-thousand-eight- 
hundred-dollar error. This consultative 
service has been as valuable to the 
architect as to the committee. An archi- 
tect should be more than grateful to a 
church-building committee which has 
enough foresight to secure Dr. Tralle’s 
services for him. The work Dr. Tralle is 
Going is a genuine contribution to the 
religious life of America and in a sense 


surpasses in its value that of the work 
of most ministers today.” 

No two church-building problems are 
alike, but, whatever the problem, whether 
of new construction or of remodeling, 
and whatever the financial limitations, 
Dr. Tralle always is able to save the 
church money and at the same time to 
assist in obtaining a most satisfactory 
result. 

During the last three months, he has 
been working in twelve states and Can- 
ada. Some of the active church-building 
projects with which he is now associated 
are those of the following churches: 
Grace Evangelical, Detroit, Michigan; 
Eglinton Baptist, Toronto, Canada; 
Salem Evangelical, New Orleans, Louis- 
iana; First Presbyterian, Reidsville, 
North Carolina; First Baptist, Barber- 
ton, Ohio; First Presbyterian, Salem, 
Ohio; Church of the Good Shepherd 
(Lutheran), Brooklyn, New York; Cen- 
tral Baptist, Woodbury, New Jersey; 
Trinity Lutheran, Quakertown, Penn- 
sylvania; Conklin Avenue Baptist, Bing- 
hamton, New York; First English 
Lutheran, Syracuse, New York; Calvary 
Baptist, Binghamton, New York; Grace 
Evangelical, Mechanicsburg, Pennsyl- 
vania; Market Square Presbyterian, Har- 
risburg, Pennsylvania; Zion Baptist, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; First Bap- 
tist, Enfield, North Carolina; First Bap- 
tist, Hyattsville, Maryland; Christ Luth- 
eran, Allentown, Pennsylvania; Takoma 
Park Baptist, Washington, D. C.; 
Carthage Evangelical, Cincinnati, Ohio; 
First Baptist, Clarendon, Virginia; 
St. Paul’s Lutheran, Roseville, Ohio; 
Main Street Methodist Episcopal, Glov- 
ersville, New York; German Evangelical 
Congregational, McKeesport, Pennsyl- 
vania; Cape Island Baptist, Cape May, 
New Jersey; First United Brethren in 
Christ, Ephrata, Pennsylvania; Bethany 
Evangelical, Lancaster, Pennsylvania; 
Fifth United Brethren, York, Penn- 
sylvania; King Street United Brethren, 
Chambersburg, Pennsylvania; First Pres- 
byterian, Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania; 
Calvary Baptist, Providence, Rhode Is- 
land; German United Evangelical, Balti- 
more, Maryland. , 

Write to Dr. Tralle about your building 
and equipment problem. 

Address more convenient office: 

Dr. Henry E. Tralle, Church Manage- 
ment, Auditorium Building, Cleveland, 
Ohio, or 

Dr. Henry E. Tralle, Church Manage- 
ment, 3741 81st Street, Jackson Heights, 
New York City. 


God’s Finishing Touches 
(From page 191) 


care of it.’ I quickly answered, ‘Lord, I 
close the bargain right here.’” And from 
that moment everything was changed. 
He goes on to say: “Apart from this 
touch I question if I would have had the 
courage to answer the call to work 
among these leaders of India’s thought 
and life. It was too big and too exact- 
ing. But here I saw my resources. And 
they have not failed.” He had learned 
the psalmist’s secret. And all who labor 
effectively in this world come to know 
something of it: “The Lord will perfect 
that which concerneth me.” So, then, no 
matter how poorly equipped we may be 
and how limited our resources, on the 
one hand, and how great and challenging 
the task on the other, let us remember 
that there is always God, eager and 
ready to help us, in whom we shall find 
our sufficiency. 

2. There is the sense of imperfection 
and failure. Readers of Olive Schreiner’s 
The Story of an African Farm will recall 
the incident in which Bonaparte Blen- 
kins surprises Waldo as he sits in the 
sand with the model of his sheep-shear- 
ing machine and, after flattering him 
about it, ruthlessly destroys it while he 
indulges in diabolical mockery. The ma- 
chine had represented nine months of 
toil and more of dreaming, and all the 
boy’s skill and passion and joy, but in a 
moment it was reduced to ruins by a 
scheming, heartless villain. Meanwhile a 
beetle was rolling home a ball of dung 
which it had worked hard all the morn- 
ing to gather, but the boy’s dog broke 
the ball, ate the beetle’s hind legs, and 
then bit off its head. And Olive Schreiner 
says: “It was all play, and no one could 
tell what it had lived and worked for. 
A striving, and a striving, and an ending 
in nothing.” Does not that seem to sum 
up the story of many a life? There is 
much labor, much striving, much sacri- 
fice, but the end of it all seems to be 
fruitless endeavor. What Lord Kelvin 
felt about his scientific labors is true of 
many of us in our particular fields. 
“There is one word,” said he, “which 
characterizes all my efforts for the ad- 
vancement of science, and that word is 
—failure.” 


Or if we are saved from failure and 
defect, the success we earn is so poor in 
comparison with the ideal for which we 
strove that we feel a keen sense of dis- 
satisfaction. Rembrandt used to say 
that “a picture is finished when the 
painter has expressed his intention.” Ac- 
cording to that dictum there must be 
very few finished pictures, for we may 
be reasonably sure that rarely does an 
artist feel satisfied that his picture has 
fully expressed his intention. And ap- 
plying the same test to other lines of 
endeavor, we may say that there are very 
few finished products, whether they be 
pictures, poems, sermons or anything. 
The world may praise, and go into ec- 
stasy over, some piece of work, but the 
worker knows, in comparison with the 
ideal as he saw it, 


“The mean achievement scamped in 
act— 
The high resolve and low result, 
The dream that durst not face the 
fact.” 
Sir James Barrie put the matter ad- 
mirably when he said that every man’s 
life is a diary in which he meant to 
write one story but wrote another, and 
that his humblest hour comes when he 
compares the volume as it is with what 
he planned to make it. 
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fully striving to do his will, we may be 
sure that “the Lord will perfect that 
which concerneth us.” Dr. T. Reavely 
Glover says this in his Nature and Pur- 
pose of a Christian Society: “Our child- 
ren write us letters—clumsy, awkward 
efforts to convey their hopes as to our 
being quite well, to communicate their 
small affairs and their quaint requests— 
the characters straggle, the lines are un- 
even, the spellings are precarious, and at 
the end comes the real gist of the thing, 
the postcript of a row of little crosses, 
the signification of which fathers and 
mother do not need to be told. Our 
speech, our preaching, done for Christ’s 
sake to further His great quest of re- 
demption, seem much like these letters— 
shaky and uncertain and empty; but 
Christ has His own postscripts, and they 
are added. And if I say that they are 
made in the same shape and have the 
same meaning, some people will recog- 
nize both shape and meaning. We are 
not left alone in the delivery of our mes- 
sage; but if it is given with faithfulness 
to Him Who gave it, and in a spirit of 
identification with those to whom it is 
sent, even our efforts may prove, to our 
own amazement, to have been ‘in dem- 
onstration of the Spirit and of power.’” 
Dr. Glover is thinking particularly of 
speaking for God, but it is equally true 
of all our efforts undertaken in His name 
and prosecuted with faithfulness, that 
we may count on His perfecting touch. 


3. The disabilities and infirmities of 
age. Occasionally, by reason of strength— 
of body as well as of will—we see men who 
have grown old as we count years work- 
ing with undiminished ardor and un- 
abated force. There is something mag- 
nificent and inspiring in the picture 
which Tennyson gives us of Ulysses in 
his old age calling his comrades to go 
forth on another adventure: 


“Come, my friends, 

‘Tis not too late to seek a newer world. 

Push off, and sitting well in order smite 

The sounding furrows; for my purpose 
holds 

To sail beyond the sunset, and the baths 

Of all the western stars, until I die. 

It may be that the gulfs will wash us 
down; 

It may be we shall touch the Happy Isles, 

And see the great Achilles, whom we 
knew. 

Tho’ much is taken, much abides; and 
tho’ 

We are not now the strength which in 
old days 

Moved earth and heaven, that which we 
are, we are,— 

One equal temper of heroic hearts, 

Made weak by time and fate, but strong 
in will 

To strive, to seek, to find, and not to 

yield.” 





But that is unusual. It is not simply 
that with the passing of youth we lose, 
speaking generally, the generous enthu- 
Siasms, the magnificent adventurousness, 
the glorious recklessness, the splendid 
idealism which are identified with this 
period, and we are disposed to become 
cautious, calculating and contented. Or- 
dinarily, advancing years bring certain 
disabilities and infirmities which natu- 
rally cause a narrowing of interests, a 
Bcc of effort, a lessening of activ- 
lty. 

Writing from “the summit of the 
years” John Burroughs said, “The burn- 
ing questions and issues of the hour are 
for the new generation, in whom life 
also burns intensely.” Old age unfits us 
for doing much that we would like to un- 









“DO 
SOMETHING 
ABOUT IT” 





At a Chautauqua, some years ago 


T. R. said, 


“I think there’s one point the preachers have over- 
looked, namely: that Life Insurance is applied Chris- 
tianity. Why? Because Christianity means Love, and 
Life Insurance is where you DO SOMETHING 
ABOUT IT.” 


® 


But the preachers are not overlooking it! 


What preacher doesn’t himself want to “do something 
about it”? 
Just How: —that’s the question with them. 


For that question we have an answer that fits today’s 
conditions. 


Simple, sensible and easy. 





May we tell you about it? —No obligation—No agent. 


Just mail in the coupon or drop us a card. 











THE MINISTERS LIFE AND CASUALTY UNION 
Organized 1900 
15th floor, Wesley Temple Minneapolis, Minn. 


Please send me information concerning your simple, easy insurance plan as an- 
nounced in the January issue of “Church Management.” 


SN Taos te RecA PR AS 1s es Hr ep Me ehh ya he lee alge aie gig 

cS RI RCS AA aE En ely RL ce RR EA Ss BE AS RS lial ee eee ee 

ee Sirs Pict dard as Sstete SA Rie Se Ap ae re ae eee 

EO ae a ey tage yee DeMORNEATION 660 on. on. ccs te 
Month Day Year 

Life, Accident and Sick Benefit Insurance at Bottom Cost for Clergymen Only 


1-36 








— 


194 


Attentive 
Audiences 


Royal Folding Chairs not only in- 
crease attendance but make the 


_ audience more attentive and why 


not— ordinary folding chairs that 
provide punishment instead of 
comfort are detrimental to atten- 
tiveness and are many times respon- 
sible for decrease of attendance. 







A trial sample 
sent for free 
inspection at 
our expense. 





@ Royal Folding Chairs 
have comfortable sad- 
dle seats just the right 
distance from the floor, 


and rounded form fitting 
back at just the right 
angle. 
. 
. C t 
Catalog folding 
four chairs 
on request. into six 
inches of 
SPACE 






OZ, 
Cun, 


LIFETIME folding chairs 
Royal Metal Mfg. Co. 


“Metal Furniture Since '97” 


1123 So. Michigan Ave., CHICAGO 


Royal Distributors in 38 States 








| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


CuHuRCH MANAGEMENT for January, 1936 





dertake; and although we are loath to do 
so, we are gradually forced to turn aside 
from much of the work we found delight 
in doing. Great occasions go by but we 
can no longer match ourselves with 
them; challenging calls ring in our ears, 
but we cannot now respond to them; 
large enterprises wait to be carried for- 
ward, but we are not competent to ad- 
Gress ourselves to them. And to those 
who greatly care there sometimes comes 
the temptation to yield to despondency 
and even bitterness. But if we have been 
working in harmony with the Divine 
will and purpose, striving to serve our 
Gay and generation with all diligence 
and faithfulness, we may find comfort 
in the thought of the text; and as we 
contemplate this or that task which 
could not be carried to completion be- 
cause of the disabilities of age, we may 
be sustained by the confidence that the 
finishing touches of the Divine Artificer 

“shall descend 
On this half-deed, and shape it at the 

last 

According to the Highest in the Highest.” 


4. Further, there are the interruptions 


and frustrations occasioned by death. . 


On Calvary, in the hour and article of 
death, Jesus cried, “It is finished!” His 
life’s work was accomplished. There was 
no fracture of the plan; no frustration 
of the purpose, no premature going out 
of the life. But in this, as in so many 
other particulars, Jesus stands alone. 
How many among the sons of men have 
been able to utter this, “the Worker’s 
Cry of Achievement,” as Dr. Stalker calls 
it? How many have ever closed the vol- 
ume of life’s labors at the point where 
they could write “Finis?” Everywhere 
we see death interfering with the fur- 
thering of life’s purpose, interrupting 
man’s plans, laying an arresting hand on 
his endeavors, writing “Incomplete” on 
his work. There is Theodore Parker on 
his deathbed exclaiming, “I wish I could 
carry on, carry out my work. I have 
only half used my powers.” There is 
Henry Thomas Buckle with the prodig- 
ious task he had set himself but just 
begun when death comes, and through 
the dark valley he goes crying, “My book, 
my book! I shall never finish my book.” 
There is Cuvier, smitten with paralysis 
and waiting for death, with plans all 
hopelessly shattered, saying to a friend: 
“T had great things still to do; all was 
ready in my head. After thirty years of 
labor and research, there remained but 
to write, and now the hands fail, and 
carry with them the head.” In one of 
his essays Dr. Henry Van Dyke says that 
Stevenson’s Weir of Hermiston is the 
torso of a mighty and memorable work 
of art. It has the lines and texture of 
something great. “Why, then,” he asks, 
“was it not finished?” And he answers, 
“Ask Death.” Alas! Death will have to 
answer many such questions. 

But all earnest and serious workers 
may rest upon the consolation afforded 
by the text. Some day death will come 
with discourteous interference and bid 
us put by our work, and we shall fall 
asleep with a sense of disappointment 
and regret that there is still so much to 
do. But other hands will complete our 
unfinished tasks. “The Lord will perfect 
that which concerneth us.” 

“Let us toil on—the work we leave be- 
hind us, 

Though incomplete, God’s hand will yet 
embalm; 

And use it some way; and tbe news will 
find us 

In heaven above, and sweeten endless 
calm.” 


II. God Will Perfect Our Life 

If man longs to see his work rescued 
from imperfection and failure, much 
more does he desire to have his life 
crowned with perfection. In that great 
psalm whose words have become so 
familiar to us and whose “sad and 
stately music,” it has been well said, 
“befits the dirge of a world,” the Hebrew 
poet who fashioned it gathers up these 
two haunting dreams of humanity—the 
dream of perfect work and the dream of 
a perfect life—and flings them up to 
Heaven in the final petition with which 
the psalm ends: “And let the beauty of 
the Lord our God be upon us; and es- 
tablish thou the work of our hands upon 
us; yea, the work of our hands establish 
thou it.” Scholars tell us that the word 
translated “beauty” should be rendered 
“pleasantness” or “favor” or “goodwill.” 
We graciously and gratefully accept this 
bit of scholarly information but, some- 
how, we feel that men will cling to the 
old reading because it answers to some- 
thing that is deep-seated and funda- 
mental in the universal human heart, it 
makes articulate the ineradicable desire 
for perfection. When another Hebrew 
poet in a rapt moment cries, “I shall be 
satisfied, when I awake, with thy like- 
ness,” he speaks not for himself alone. 
He is speaking for you and for me. He 
is giving voice at once to our ancient 
and persistent dissatisfactions and our 
loftiest moral and spiritual aspirations. 
Perhaps he did not mean all that the 
Christian mind is wont to read into his 
words, but people will turn to them 
again and again, feeling that they ex- 
press the passion for perfection which 
lies at the heart of the race. 


But alongside of this passion for per- 
fection there is our pathetic failure to 
achieve it. Our immaturity is mocked 
continually by the consciousness of vast 
unrealized possibilities; our poor actual 
stands abashed before the shining ideal 
which is too high for our attainment; 
we are forever rebuked and challenged 
by the vision of some higher goodness. 
We have missed the mark, we have come 
short of the glory of God. As Principal 
E. Griffith-Jones says in The Ascent 
Through Christ—a book which was a 
best seller some thirty years ago: “If the 
story of the past has proved anything, it 
is that man, individually and socially, is 
incapable of coming to his own; and that 
with an unconquerable instinct driving 
him forward to a fairer and nobler life, 
his final experience is one of bafflement 
and despair. His cry as a race is that 
of the Apostle, ‘Who shall deliver me 
from the body of this death?’ ” 


But our frustrated moral struggle is 
not final. The end is not futility and 
despair. Our desire for perfection is not 
the desire of the moth for the star. He 
whose mercy endureth forever will not 
forsake the work of his own hands. He 
is a faithful Creator and will see things 
through. It is he who has set this dream 
in the heart of the race, and it corre- 
sponds to His own gracious and glorious 
purpose for us. Perfection in us is the 
far-off and shining goal upon which He 
has set His heart from the beginning, 
and nothing less than that will satisfy 
Him. He is the perfect worker, and 
wherever He puts forth his creative en- 
ergy and skill they move towards perfec- 
tion—whether he is fashioning the wings 
of an archangel to stand in His presence 
forever, or the wings of a butterfly to 
dance in the sunlight of a summer day; 
whether he is shaping a star in the ce- 
lestial smithy to set it shimmering and 
singing in the blue, or poising a dewdrop 
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on the petal of a rose on a June morn- 
ing; whether he is displaying his con- 
summate artistry in the splendors of the 
flowers of the field, or in the iridescent 
glory of the sunset. And he will not be 
thwarted here by sin. That, in part, is 
the meaning of the Incarnation and Cal- 
vary. They reveal God’s unfaltering and 
abiding interest in us, and guarantee the 
placing of the redemptive energies and 
all the resources of Divine grace at our 
disposal for the renewing and perfecting 
of life. They signify that God has en- 
tered human life to arrest its downward 
tendency and to give new impetus and 
direction to its misguided and baffled 
powers; to deliver us from the bondage 
of sin and enable us to walk in newness 
of life, till we all come “unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of 
the fulness of Christ.” As Sir Oliver 
Lodge has said, “Given an entry of God- 
head into humanity, and its conscious 
recognition and acceptance by man, any- 
thing may be possible.” What we can- 
not do of ourselves may be accomplished 
by God working in us and with us. “The 
high that proved too high, the heroic for 
earth too hard” will then be attainable. 

There is a story of a little East Side 
girl who possessed the spirit, but lacked 
the skill, of an artist. She was copying 
with cheap crayons some pansies from 
a picture-card. A woman who was pass- 
ing by observed her and, securing some 
real pansies, gave them to her. They 
were the first the child had ever seen. 
She was delighted with them and ad- 
dressed herself to the task of copying 
them with new inspiration and joy, but 
after a while she was found crying as 
though her heart would break. When 
asked what the trouble was, she ex- 
claimed between her sobs, “Oh, I can 
never, never put the velvet on!” So after 
we have lived our noblest, done our best, 
we find that we still fall short of per- 
fection, that touches of grace and glory 
elude our most passionate purpose and 
our most earnest endeavors; that, toil as 
we may, we cannot put the velvet on. 
And often we become discouraged, we 
grow sick and tired of it all, we are 
tempted to throw up our hands and give 
up in despair. But not so the Divine 
Craftsman who has invested so much of 
Himself in us: He fainteth not neither 
is weary; He shall not fail nor be dis- 
couraged; and, surely, He will not cast 
away in disappointment and disgust the 
work of His own hands upon which He 
has lavished His creative genius and His 
redeeming grace. He reads our secret 
purposes and our deepest desires, under- 
stands the sting and the shame of our 
failures, discerns in our despair all we 
aspired to be, and comes to our aid with 
His perfecting touch and puts the velvet 
on. 

In the light of the text we may trace 
the beneficent design, the graciousness of 
the Divine intention, in the painful dis- 
cipline of life. If there are things we 
cannot understand, dealings that seem 
unduly severe, providences that perplex, 
trials that threaten to overwhelm us, ex- 
periences that shadow our lives, let us 
bear them in the faith that they are part 


of the “Machinery just meant 
To give the soul its bent;” 

that it is part of the process by which 
the Lord is perfecting that which con- 
cerneth us, for even the Captain of our 
salvation was made perfect through suf- 
ferings. 
“He beats us out upon the anvil of the 

days 
And tempers us in strange and secret 
ways. 
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Youth Looks At War 


Three Poems By Virginia E. Carroll 


Youth 

I said to youth, “My son, 
How many battleships 
Have you for war?” 
Youth said, ‘““Not one.” 


I said, “An aerial attack 
Must be your plan 

To annihilate the land.” 
Youth said, “Not that.” 


I said, “So then 

You're using soldiery 

To win your endless victory?” 
Youth said, “Not men.” 


I said, “But still 

Without ships, or planes or fighting men 
You'll bring all wars to end?” 

Youth said, “I will.” 


I said, “It is a wraith 

An unsubstantiated dream, 

What plan have you, what scheme?” 
Youth said, “There’s faith.” 


I sneered, “You are demanding! 
How can you hope that powers today 
Will settle troubles in your way?” 
Youth said, “With understanding.” 


I smiled at Youth; he looked above. 

With faith and understanding for a creed 

Youth knew he’d found a sure way to 
succeed 

For he had said, “Use love.” 


On the Eve of War 

Oh God, how can they cheer 
When men and boys held dear 
Depart; 

And we stand here 

With bruiséd heart? 


Oh God, have they no fears 
No swift nor stinging tears 
That drop; 

Can they think that biers 

Will make a cannon stop? 


Oh God, please make us wise 

Let us unite our cries 

For peace; 

Oh, open our self-blinded eyes 

To clearer light that war may cease. 


Retrospect 

I pushed my way down Life’s broad way, 

I passed by men and heard them say, 

“How sweet the call of fife, the roll of 
drum, 

How gay the unfurled banners in the 
sun, 

How sure the tread of marching feet, 

How eagerly the foe they’ll meet!” 

(Oh could they think that uniforms 

Would help men guide an earth through 
storms?) 


I turned my footsteps down a lane 
Once fair, now shadowed deep with pain. 
With dimmer eyes I watched them pass 
So young, yet now so old a mass. 

With banners furled, with ranks deplete, 
How slow the tread of halting feet, 
How mute the drum, how dull the fife, 
Is it for this they’ve given life? 


I wept, and turned then down a hill 
Into a dark Gethsemane. 

“Oh Father, not this thing Thy will 
That man should kill his enemy? 

For peace on earth, goodwill, was sung 
By angels in sweet harmony, 

For this the Prince of Peace was hung 
On that cruel tree of Calvary.” 
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Read these chapter headings — 


: The Secret of the Cross 
II. The Cross in the Con- 
sciousness of Jesus 
Ii. The Cross in the Mind of 


Christ 

IV. The Cross in the Fourth 
Gospel 

V. The Cross in the Thought 
of Paul 

VI. The Cross as Revealed in 


Paul's Parables 

VII. The Cross as Truth 

VIII. The Cross and the Blood 
of Christ 

IX. The Cross and Prayer 

a The Cross and the Fine 
Art of Death 

XI. Those Who Take Up the 
Cross 

XII. Divine Love Made Real 
Through the Cross 

XIII. Loving God in Society 

XIV. The Cross and Social Life 

XV. The Cross and Ethical Life 

XVI. The Cross and Religious 
Life 

XVII. The Cross and Daily Life 

XVIII. The Cross and Social 
Movements 


Chicago 
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He heats us in the passions and the joys 
And happiness of life—such fires em- 


ploys; 

Then cools us in the sorrow and the 
pain— 

Heats us and cools—then cools us once 
again; 


Till, if the iron be good, He makes us 
men, 
Or if the iron be poor, He scraps us then, 
Perchance to try again another day 
To temper in some surer, sterner way.” 
Let us not hinder Him in His redemp- 
tive purposes, let us not thwart Him in 
his perfecting processes by self-will, un- 
belief, or timidity; but, rather, let us 
yield ourselves to Him in complete and 
glad surrender, working in fullest har- 
mony with Him according to the measure 
of wisdom and power we possess, “being 
confident of this very thing, that He who 
began a good work in us will perfect 1t 
until the day of Jesus Christ.” 
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Dr. Sockman 
(From page 186) 


He wondered whether ten years from 
now would not tell a different story. I 
asked him just what he meant. 

“Ten years from now,” he replied, “I 
wonder if we are going to have as many 
leaders as the era will require. I do not 
want to open the flood gates any more 
than do the rest of my fellow ministers. 
The tendency today seems to be the other 
way and perhaps we are keeping out 
some men whose services we'll need 
badly ten years from now.” Time, of 
course, can alone answer such a question. 

The inevitable question of ministers 
salaries came in for a hearing. Where 
two or three ministers gather together 
it invariably does. Is Dr. Sockman in 
favor of the equalization of salaries? 
No, he is not. Does he then favor the 
present system? No, he doesn’t favor it 
either. What he thinks we ought to do 
is to guarantee to every pastor a mini- 
mum salary. He thinks it scandalous 
that worthy men should have to forego 
the necessities of life, should have to 
scrimp and save to keep the wolf from 
the door.’ These things, he maintains, 
ought not to be and need not be if the 
problem were properly grappled with. 

But the equalization of salaries, as 
he sees it, is another matter. Men are 





OTHERS 


If I should be compelled to give 
Some reason for my living here: 
Why I was born? Why should I stay? 
In a world betorn with strife. 
If I must answer to the Deep within 
Why I should live, or there must die? 
The only cause that I could plead: 

For others. 


If I could scale to Wilson’s summit, 
Or mount to Tabor’s sun-kissed crest 
And view the world in which I live, 
See God’s plan that Heaven gives. 
Perhaps I’d know the height and depth 
Of my own world of littleness. 
Great God of life, show me thy light! 
Help me to know the way— 

For others. 


Then to my listful ears, His words I 
hear: 

“Walk thou the beaten road, 

Where many seek the unknown goad: 

Where the shackles of sin have hemmed 
men in; 

Where greed for gain, selfish profits 
reign, 

In a war-world of seething hate. 

For in the trek of life, men grope for 
light; 

Lest in blind darkness they die. 

Take thou thy Friend, to the world’s far 
end, 

He’s a silent Partner among all strife. 

He commands you go, if His wiil you 
would know; 

For others.” 


If God should ask: What is your task? 

Does your soul seek wider spheres? 

Are you narrowed down to a selfish 
crown, 

In living for yourself alone? 


God has a plan to save selfish man. 
Words of Hope to speak, lost souls to 
seek; 
And a world to redeem from sin. 
There is a way, the one perfect Way. 
His life is the world’s torch of truth. 
Give Christ your heart, let him chal- 
lenge your thoughts 
And follow, follow Him— 
Serving others. 


—Raymond Hunter Brown, 
Damascus, Maryland. 








not equal either in talent or ability. 
There is no equality when it comes to 
cost of living, either. It costs more to 
live in some places than in others. The 
scheme is fine in theory. Dr. Sockman 
likes it, admires it, but isn’t sure that 
it would work. Nor are many others. 
However, he does insist that ministers 
receive a decent compensation so that 
they do not have to live on a hand to 
mouth basis for no man can possibly do 
his best under such circumstances. 

These, then are some of the questions 
this New Yorker and I spoke our minds 
freely about when we met up in Ver- 
mont recently. Apart from the enjoy- 
ment I receive in talking “shop” with 
leaders from hither and yon I was glad 
to meet Dr. Sockman. He is friendly, 
easy to meet, likes to fellowship with 
his brother clergy and to talk over com- 
mon problems. When next I am in his 
city one of the men I have made up 
my mind to hear preach, is the versatile 
pastor of Christ Church. 
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BOOK BROADCASTINGS 
What the Writers have to Offer 

















Preachers and Preaching 





The Renewing Gospel, by Walter Rus- 
sel Bowie. Charles Scribner Sons. 296 
pages. $2.00. 

This latest series of Yale lectures on 
preaching is an interpretation of the es- 
sence and genius of the Christian re- 
ligion. The study begins with the 
assertion, “we do not need a new gospel 
—we do need an understanding of how 
endlessly an old gospel can reveal its 
new significance for us.” 

Through seven constructive studies 
the thought moves forward in a spirit of 
impassioned earnestness. The mood of 
the writer is prophetic. He is under 
constraint and must speak of the ever- 
lasting freshness, stimulating newness 
and eternal timelessness of the Christian 
gospel. 

The central thought of the book is 
embodied in the title which refers to 
Christianity’s fertility in producing new 
insights and revealing its power through 
fresh discoveries in every generation. 
The gospel is a fertilizing power energiz- 
ing every age with new ideals, hopes and 
labors, This faculty of generating fresh 
spiritual energy, of promoting new ethi- 
cal tasks, of formulating deeper insights 
into the further christianization of 
“moral man and immoral society” com- 
prises the genius of the Christian heri- 
tage. The idea of “fertility” as applied 
to the gospel is not only original, but is 
dynamic. It thrusts open the gates of 
human discovery and divine revelation in 
the satisfying of human needs. 

The treatment of “the Jesus that was 
and is” follows this initial suggestion. 
Thus, he is pictured as the greatest 
energizing influence in human history. 
Consequently, dogmas about Jesus are 
interpreted as attempts to put into state- 
ment his meaning in life and experi- 
ence—the discoveries which men have 
continued to make in him. Herein lies 
the power of the Christ to transform the 
inner life of man, change the course of 
human history, and re-make the char- 
acter of institutions. As his creative 
spirit becomes incarnate in lives now 
lived the kingdom of God comes. 

Therefore, the gospel is to be conceived 
of as a creative force and it is the duty 
of the preacher to tirelessly re-think and 
re-state its rich content and thereby 
“jllumine the ends of Christian conduct 
until these become vital and kindling 
for our contemporary world.” 

Unmistakably, this is a book for 
preachers and great preaching. Essen- 
tially it is an example of “the renewing 
gospel.” Since the preacher is one “for- 
tified by a great fellowship and over- 
shadowed by God” it is his business to 
bring men, “a surer sense of God.” To 
do that the preacher must know the age 
in which he lives. For it is the soil of 
changing human need which demands 
the renewing gospel. Dr. Bowie does a 
splendid work in analyzing the modern 
mood—showing its readiness for the gos- 
pel. Though the gospel is not a blue- 
print for action yet it is shown to be 


relevant to the deep rooted social and 
economic problems of the day. 

To say the least, the book maintains 
a high level of thought and suggestive- 
ness ever urging the preacher to enter 
into and possess the fact of the renewing 
gospel in his own heart and mind. Thus, 
laid hold of and mastered we can join 
Paul in affrming the gospel to be “the 
power of God” still at work to transform 
a world. G. E. W. 


The Makers of Christianity, by John 
T. McNeill. Henry Holt and Company, 
New York City. 277 pages. $2.00. 

This is the second volume of a series 
of three volumes which has for its aim 
a study of history by means of the bi- 
ographical approach. In the first vol- 
ume, Dean Case sketched the outstanding 
leaders of Christianity from the first 
century until the time of Charlemagne. 
Dr. McNeill in this second volume begins 
with Alfred the Great and concludes with 
Schleiermacher. 

The author has not written this book 
for the specialist. It is designed for 
those unfamiliar with European history 
and for those who wish to become ac- 
quainted with its main currents. Dr. 
McNeill, in covering a period from the 
ninth to the nineteenth century, is forced 
by the lack of space to exclude certain 
leaders, whom many reviewers will be- 
lieve should be included. But when we 
review the ten centuries of history, we 
must conclude that the selection made 
by the author is a very representative 
one. 
sonalities which the author has chosen 
are those who were able generation by 
generation, to guide and command the 
advancing forces of humanity. This 
book carries for the reader the double 
interest of history and biography. In 
the selection of facts the author has 
sought to combine indispensable details 
of each life story with personality- 
revealing incidents and glimpses of the 
environing society. In using the bi- 
ographical approach, Dr. McNeill has 
succeeded to a remarkable degree in 
showing the characters, as they lived, in 
their vital relationship with the move- 
ments and persons of their environment. 


The chapter titles of this volume are 
as suggestive as those found in the first 
volume of this series. Such titles as 
“Brothers and Sisters of the Poor,” and 
“Pathfinders of Liberal Christianity” il- 
lustrate that point. The reviewer has 
found to his satisfaction that although 
the author has succeeded in writing the 
history of ten centuries in a simple and 
interesting manner, he has, at the same 
time, held to the best in historical schol- 
arship. A bibliography of eight pages 
gives the reader further readings if he 
cares to make a more intensive study of 
this period of history. The literary 
charm of this volume makes interesting 
reading not only for the student who de- 
sires a brief biographical survey of the 
past ten centuries of historical Chris- 
tianity but also for the religious leader in 
the midst of every day activity who de- 
sires to refresh his thought and spirit. 


The thirty history-shaping per-. 


This volume shows Christianity in action 
and challenges us in an unmistakable 
way. Ww. L. L. 


Ships of Pearl, by F. W. Boreham. 
The Abingdon Press. 288 pages. $1.75. 


The author of this book has been for 
more than forty years pastor of the 
churches in New Zealand, Tasmania, and 
Australia. After a number of years of 
work at the London City Mission, Dr. 
Boreham left England and came to New 
Zealand in 1894. Following a ministry 
of a dozen years at Mosgiel, New Zea- 
land, he moved to Hobart, Tasmania, 
where he preached for a decade. In 
1916 he became pastor of the church at 
Armadale, Melbourne, Australia, and 
since 1916 he has been at Kew, Mel- 
bourne, Australia. 

This volume is the twenty-ninth which 
has appeared in the United States. This, 
the reviewer thinks, is ample evidence to 
show the degree of popularity which Dr. 
Boreham’s books have made in this 
country. Like all of the author’s books, 
this one has a seed thought from which 
it grew. The title of the book was taken 
from the lines, “His wayward thoughts, 
like ships of pearl, drift idly on a shore- 
less sea.” In his preface the author 
states that this “collection of casual im- 
pressions was gathered in the ir- 
responsible hours when the author 
seemed to monopolize the sunshine, to- 
gether with impressions gleaned from 
graver moments when pursuing the seri- 
ous business of living.” This theme of 
enjoyment and play coupled with the 
seriousness of living is followed very ar- 
tistically throughout the twenty-four 
spiritual essays. 

This is the kind of book that can 
stimulate the minister’s mind when he 
feels his homiletical well of thoughts 
running dry. The diversity of subjects 
not only shows the varied interests of 
the author but also will appeal to a 
larger reading public. What will make 
this book good reading has made the 
author’s previous works interesting. It 
is his feeling for the spiritual in the 
common things in life. The author 
thinks that although “life is sunshine 
when you are at a high altitude, never- 
theless, you are glad to return to the 
unromantic lowlands in order to heal 
the sick and solace the brokenhearted.” 
This thought is reflected in his titles: 
“A Baby’s Burial,” “Unsold Doll,” “The 
Gentile Art of Ridicule.” ‘These three 
titles, taken at random from his twenty- 
four essays, show simple humor, the 
humanness, and the deep spiritual in- 
sight which are felt in this book. This 
volume continues that shelf of inspiring 
thoughts which Dr. Boreham has been 
giving to us for many years. 

Ww. L. L. 


Thus Pray Ye, by James I. Vance, 
D.D., LL.D. Fleming H. Revell Com- 
pany. 90 pages. $1.00. 


This is a series of seven sermons on 
the Lord’s Prayer, dedicated to the chil- 
dren of Dr. Vance’s Sunday School and 
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church. In a masterful manner the fol- 
lowing subjects are arranged from the 
Lords Prayer, and dealt with in a frank, 
intellectual and deeply devotional way: 
“The Fatherhood of God,” “Thy King- 
dom Come,” “Thy Will Be Done,” “Our 
Daily Bread,” “The Brotherhood of 
Man,” “Temptation,” Evil and the King- 
dom,” and the “Power and the Glory 
Forever.” 

Dr. Vance has a deep sense of God’s 
love for man and during his years of 
Christian service has derived great in- 
spiration and courage from contem- 
plating the prayer Jesus taught his dis- 
ciples. As one reads these messages 
many other sermon themes are sug- 
gested thereby making the volume 
doubly valuable for the busy pastor, and 


helpfully stimulating for the laity. 


P. L. F. 


Ten-Minute Sermons, by Lewis H. 
Chrisman. Willett, Clark and Company. 
244 pages. $2.00. 


The author is professor of English 
literature in West Virginia Wesleyan 
College. He has acted as a special sum- 
mer lecturer on sermon composition at 
various theological seminary conferences 
for ministers. Although a teacher he 
has always been interested in the form 
and content of sermons. This book is 
the fruit of his study and experience. 


| It is exactly what its title implies, a 
| series of short homilies attached to a 


text, each averaging about three pages 
in length. These homilies are not so 
much sermons as suggestions of sermons. 
The homily will start a current of ideas 
which will flow on till a full length ser- 
mon develops. As such this book is a 
boon to preachers, for many preachers 


| have to depend upon assistance of this 





sort. Many of the texts are unfamiliar 
in the sense that they have not been 
commonly used in published sermons 
before. The quotations are not hack- 
neyed. A few of the brief discourses 
have been published in The Homiletic 


| Review, but most of them have never 


appeared before. The book is admirably 
adapted for its purpose and fills a much 
needed place for preachers who are al- 
ways on the lookout for suggestive texts 
and themes. F. F. 


Christian Thought 





A God-centered Faith, by Hugh 
Thompson Kerr. Fleming H. Revell 
Company. 189 pages. $1.75. 


A God-centered Faith, by Hugh 
Thompson Kerr, pastor of the Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church, Pittsburgh, Penn- 
sylvania, embraces the Stone Lectures at 
Princeton in 1935. In these lectures Dr. 
Kerr deals with the question of “God’s 
sovereignty as revealed in the evangel of 
Jesus and as interpreted in the Presby- 
terian and Reformed faith.” He sets for 
himself the task of answering this age’s 
questions about God and His place in 
the world. This he does in five lectures. 
In the first, “The Evangelical Experi- 
ence,” he emphasizes the fact that the 
Reformers began their work with an ex- 
perience of God in their own lives. They 
were first lovers and then thinkers. This 
he conceives to be the vital thing in 
Christianity and the dominant need of 
today. The,evangelical experience is en- 
dangered by such semi-Christian con- 
testants for the place of sovereignty as 
Humanism, Mysticism, and Sacramen- 
talism. The continuance of Christianity 








as the religion of the New Testament is 
dependent upon the maintenance of the 


evangelical testimony, namely, Grace 
stands alone. 
In the chapter, “God, the Eternal 


Reality,” Dr. Kerr attributes to Calvin 
the dominance of the idea of divine 
sovereignty. Here is another need of the 
hour. Men are not “very sure of God” 
these days. This haziness is due to the 
influence of the physical and mental 
sciences, to the study of comparative 
religion and to the historical crticism 
of the Bible. Can we recover the sense 
of the majesty of God? Dr. Kerr thinks 
we can, if, like the Reformers, paradoxi- 
cally enough, we begin with God. They 
were God-arrested men. The natural 
man does not know God. God must 
bridge the gulf. He has done this in 
Christ and we find Christ in the Scrip- 
tures. The witness of the Spirit makes 
the Book a living thing. This is the path 
over which the Reformers came. “They 
saw God in the face of Jesus Christ.” 
The book closes with a strong chap- 
ter on “Sovereignty and Social Justice.” 
The doctrine of the sovereignty of God, 
the author asserts, looks toward social 
justice. Calvin was intent on building 
a righteous community on a solid foun- 
dation. He was not an individualist. He 
developed his social ideals with great 
care. He did, however, demand moral 
renewal as fundamental. He recognized 
that salvation by grace does not always 
produce the fruits of righteousness. It 
is only in the presence of moral character 
that social and economic problems can be 
solved. Dr. Kerr regards the prevalent 
accusation that Calvin is largely re- 
sponsible for creating the system known 
as capitalism as historically inaccurate,— 
good propaganda for those who want to 
take a shot at the Protestant church. The 
Presbyterians have always been politi- 


| cally minded. Conservatives who would 


keep social affairs and religion apart 
would find little comfort in Calvin. 


C. R. B. 


A Way to Life, by Ernest Fremont Tit- 
tle. Henry Holt and Company. 183 
pages. $1.75. 


The preface to this important book is 
a sort of itinerary of the imposing intel- 
lectual gauntlet that the thought of this 
book has run. Its substance began as 
the Earl Lectures at the Pacific School 
of Religion, continued as the Gates Me- 
morial Lectures at Grinnell College and 
the Russell Lectures at Auburn Theo- 
logical Seminary, and finally was made 
available in print as the Ayer Founda- 
tion Lectures at Colgate-Rochester Di- 
vinity School. 

The book is an attempt to synchronize 
the so-called individual and social the- 
istic “gospels” into an integrated way to 
life. Thus it is a sort of mental pil- 
grimage with the Jesus idea of God, 
strangely in sane agreement with both 
modern scientific truth and prophetic in- 
sight, into the realm of a Christian In- 
ternationale where an individual can 
still be a man. 

In five great chapters the author de- 
velops his thesis of the necessity, the 
practicability and the ultimate justifica- 
tion of a Christian world order. Under 
the heading of “Faith In Man And God” 
he points out that “together, faith in 
man and faith in God make possible a 
courageous, hopeful facing of the mys- 
tery and challenge of life.” Very in- 


terestingly he points out that only that 
thing is possible in life which has its 
roots and support in the nature of man 
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and in the nature of the universe. In a 
discussion of “Freedom and Authority,” 
the author enumerates the valid bases 
of authority today as they reside in the 
great ethical insights of the race, in the 
great religious intuitions of mankind, 
and in freedom to develop in only one 
direction; namely, under the truest and 
best the race has seen. The understand- 
ing that a religion at one and the same 
time personal and social is necessary to 
give life the new vitality and power that 
is needed is developed in a third chap- 
ter under the title “Religion: Personal 
and Social.” In a great theme entitled, 
“The Individual and Society,” Dr. Tit- 
tle develops the thesis that the vision 
of Christianity is “the vision which is 
now imperative if we are to escape on 
the one hand the awful consequences of 
selfish individualism and on the other 
hand the intolerable regimentation of a 
fascist state.” The chapter “On Being 
a Christian” is a shrewd analysis of the 
ends gained by the use of the ethic of 
violence and by the use of the ethic of 
Christ. This great book ends with “A 
Plea for a Christian Internationale” in 
which the author restates that “there 
is no way out of the world’s misery save 
that which has been lighted up by 
Christ’s vision and spirit.” 
R. L. P. 


Immortality 





The Future Life, by F. A. M. Spencer. 
Harper & Brothers Publishers. 320 pages. 
$3.00. 


The Future Life, by F. A. M. Spencer 
is a new interpretation of the Christian 
doctrine of immortality. It would seem 
that the author has investigated every 
nook and corner that might contain an 
iota of evidence bearing upon this ques- 
tion. One can quite agree with the pub- 
lishers’ foreword that “all the problems 
bearing on the future life are discussed” 
in this book. Dr. Spencer’s purpose is 
to “set forth the Christian view of the 
after-life in a form that will prove it- 
self.” Whether or not you feel that he 
has accomplished his purpose, you will 
undoubtedly agree that he has not left 
any stone unturned under which there 
might be a scrap of fact bearing upon his 
subject. 

The first part of the book is devoted to 
the tracing of the historical development 
of the belief in immortality. An idea of 
the range of thought covered will be 
conveyed in the chapter headings: 
“Hebrew Searchings,” “Jewish Imagin- 
ings,’ “Gospel Revelation,’ “Apostolic 
Beliefs,” “The Terror of Hell,” “The 
Larger Hope,” “Greek Speculations,” and 
“Theological Interpretations.” 


Then follow discussions dealing with 
the bearing of “Pyschic Communica- 
tions” and “The Doctrine of Metem- 
psychosis” on belief in the future life, 
toward the latter of which, the idea of 
reincarnation, the author inclines. In 
the chapter on “Evolutionary Immor- 
tality” the author finds a scientific ba- 
sis for belief in the after-life. In the 
Resurrection of Christ he finds the solu- 
tion of the problem of the future life, 
both in theory and in reality. “By the 
power of His personal presence as the 
victor over both death and sin, the cause 
of death, He enables those who give 
themselves to Him to move toward” the 
grand consummation of becoming death- 
less members of the Kingdom of God. 


C. R. B. 
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Through these five chapters Dr. Hough places 
his finger upon many of the acute problems of the 
ministry in the world of today: 

I, The Approaches to the City of God. II, The Evangel Which Con- 
vinces the Mind. III, The Evangel Which Masters the Conscience. 
IV, The Evangel Which Wins the Heart. V, The Evangel Which 
Speaks to the Whole Life. ; : ie : 

Each chapter is fresh in perspective, brilliant in 
analysis, constantly kindling, and from beginning 
to end stimulating. He paints with a sure brush 
the duties of the ministry and the needs of the 
congregation. $1.50 


James Robertson Cameron... 


GOD THE CHRISTLIKE 


It is Cokesbury’s pleasure to introduce to 
American readers one of the really notable works 
in contemporary theology published on either side 
of the Atlantic in several seasons. 

The British Weekly comments: ‘A book of deep and sensitive 
insight, it is of one ae throughout . . . helping us to see in some 
better way how God in Christ and Christ in God perfect both and 
make both One Lover and Saviour of men. The spirit and language 
of the Bible glide into the spirit and language of the volume with 
a fitness of things born of the same devotion." $2.00 


| William H. Leach... 


SERMON HEARTS FROM 
THE PSALMS 


Our present needs are but echoes of many of the 
cries of the Psalmists. Only in the actual words ot 


| Jesus is there any part of the Bible that brings us 


| so near to God as do the Psalms. 





Thus it is that 
this, the third of the ‘Sermon Hearts’’ trilogy 
becomes perhaps the most timely of these books 
by Dr. Leach. 

Preachers will fiad here the gist—in 600-word outlines—of 150 
sermons of abiding worth by Robertson, Spurgeon, Maclaren, 
Brooks, Banks, VanDyke, Gilkey, Bowie, Chappell, Newton, Ward, 
Moffatt, Palmer, Clausen, Bruner and many others. A rich source 
of homiletic material for ministers who are of necessity turning to 
these Old Testament masterpieces for preaching texts 
and themes, $2.00 


Henry M. Edmonds... 
THE WAY, THE TRUTH, 
AND THE LIFE 


These fifteen sermons by the alert, capable, and 
understanding minister of Independent Presby- 
terian Church, Birmingham, Ala., are vital. They 
adhere remarkably to the general title for the 
volume. Throughout Dr. Edmonds proposes 
Jesus—His way, His truth, His life; the only way 
of coming into a satisfactory relationship with 
God and man. $1.50 


Send for Complete 1936 Catalog 


COKESBURY PRESS, Nashville 





Kagawa’s 


SONGS 
FROM THE 


SLUMS 


This new book re- 
veals as perhaps no 
other record the se- 
crets of Kagawa's 
greatness and self- 
lessness. It shows 
how for fifteen years he lived and identified 
himself with the poor, the outcast, the 
spawn of the earth in Shinkawa slum, 
pesthold of the Orient. Readers will find 
Songs from the Slums like the opening of a 
diary written by Kagawa in the formative 
years of purposeful life. As one reviewer 
puts it: ‘Songs from the Slums cannot be 
paid for in dollars and cents. It is a book 
whose message grows increasingly more 
precious each time it is read—a book which 
reminds one painfully yet joyously of what 
it really means to follow Jesus in a day 
like this.”’ 

First English translation. Beautifully 

effectively illustrated. 





bound and $4 




















Abrams, Babson, Bader, Beaven, Cavert, 
"Hough, Leach, McConnell, Shackford, 
Stolz, and Wyand (Editor)..... 


RELIGION AND THE 
CHURCH TOMORROW 


The writers of this book, leaders in their 
respective fields, seek to envision for Christen- 
dom what must be done today to leave a much 
richer Christian heritage to the immediate on- 
coming generation. Space permits the listing 
of only a few of the subjects discussed: 

The Need of Religion (BEAVEN), Its Social Content (McCON- 
NELL), Its +o Goal (ABRAMS), Its Contribution to Mental 
Health (STOLZ), Its Administrative Technique (LEACH), Those 
in the Pulpit (HOUGH), Those in the Pew (BABSON); etc. 

All the chapters picture what the Church 
must offer in the way of leadership and direc- 
tion toa world that questions, with or with- 
out reason, the very need of religion. $2.00 


SPECIAL DAY SERMONS (With Wor- 
ship Outlines) by Leach & Ward. 


Eighteen sermons which take one the ‘round 
of the year—from New Year Day to New 
Year Eve, with accompanying worship out- 
lines which add richly to the special day 
services. $2.00 


THE BASIC BELIEFS OF JESUS 
By Paul B. Kern. 

“A study which leads into the practical 
issues of everyday life where Jesus is supremely 
the guide and counselor for our confused 
generation.’’—Religious Book Club. $2.00 








/ Bagste 


by young and old. 


of ownership. 


Your bookseller will be glad to show you the complete Bagster line of Bibles, 
or send for your copy of Catalog B3 to Harper & Brothers, 49 East 33rd 
Street, New York. Also publishers of The Moffatt Translation of the Bible, 


“eibles 


“WORLD FAMOUS FOR THEIR QUALITY SINCE 1794” 


Bagster Bibles are printed on fine quality Bible paper and on genuine India 
paper—thin and opaque—from a large variety of type sizes suitable for use 
The bindings are artistic and durable. 
in its attractive box and gold paper bands gives the possessor real pride 


A Bagster Bible 








The Episcopal Prayer Book and Hymnal, Daily Light on the Daily Path and 


other devotional books. 
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Are you interested in developing an intelligent spirit of worship in your 
boys and girls? This new book, edited by Edith Lovell Thomas, 
is invaluable for that purpose 


SINGING WORSHIP 


WITH BOYS 
AND GIRLS 


Christian ways of living, as glimpsed by nine-to-eleven-year-olds in their expanding 
relationships, are sung in various keys and are accented not only in the central act of wor- 








® MISS THOMAS 
is an autherity in 
this field, and has 
a master’s degree 
from the School 
of Sacred Music in 
Union Theological 
Seminary in the 
city of New York. 














ship but in enjoying the universe, working together and extending 
friendship around the world. The beauty and appeal of the music 
and its fitness to junior voices have received equal attention. Folk 
song, chant, chorale, processional, response, psalm and modern 
tune—each in its place and time gives opportunity to sing with the 
spirit and the understanding. 


Per copy, net, $1.00, postpaid; in quantities, 
each, net, 80 cents, carriage extra. 


MUSICAL MOMENTS IN WORSHIP 


Guidance in Singing and Listening 
By EDITH LOVELL THOMAS 
This booklet, designed for schools, as companion to SINGING 


WORSHIP With Boys and Girls, contains selections from great 
piano literature reflecting various worship moods. @ Comments are 


included concerning high moments achieved by junior groups who have been guided into 

awareness of God through studying fine hymns. @ Ways of acquaintance with poets and 

composers for thoughtful listeners, singers, and players are opened up. @ Its prime pur- 

pose is to incite to intelligent effort those who want to make significant the periods of 

learning and experiencing music worthy of the best traditions of the Christian religion. 
Paper, net, 25 cents, postpaid. 
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THE ABINGDON PRESS Detroit Kansas City Portland, Ore. 
Loaves and Fishes, by Hereward Car- 
rington. Charles Scribner’s Sons. 274 The Church 
pages. $2.00. 


The author of this volume heads the 
American Psychical Institute in New 
York City. Some seventy volumes deal- 
ing with the various phases of psychic 
phenomena have come from his pen. In 
this volume he tries, definitely, to tie up 
the person and teachings of Jesus with 
the knowledge of psychic research. 

Just how well he may do this the in- 
dividual reader will have to decide for 
himself. If one can assume the premises 
of Spiritualism many difficult things, in 
the Scriptures, become clear. It seems 
to this reviewer that instances like the 
visit of Saul to the witch of Endor and 
the supposed clairvoyance of Daniel may 
be evidence of a belief in spiritualism in 
that age rather than actual instances 
of such phenomena. 


The resurrection of Jesus and the ap- 
pearances following it lie in quite a dif- 
ferent field, however. Here evidently is 
a spiritual body, one which can pass 
through doors and walls. It is quite the 
orthodox thing to believe in this spir- 
itual body and it seems quite the reason- 
able thing to reason from this instance 
to a spiritual survival for the race. 


A very interesting thing which should 
be noted, in passing, is the number of 
books on Spiritualism and kindred sub- 
jects, which are being issued by reputable 
publishing houses. Psychic research is 
evidently becoming the respectable thing. 
It can be discussed in orthodox groups 
without ridicule. This reviewer has a 


feeling that a book like this, and many 
other titles which might be mentioned, 
are worthy of serious consideration. 
Psychic phenomena is definitely in the 
field of both philosophic and scientific 
thinking and is entitled to honest con- 
sideration. 


W. H. L. 


The Church of Christ and the Prob- 
lems of the Day, by Karl Heim. Charles 
Scribner’s Sons. $1.75. 

The book is most timely. It helps to 
illustrate the conditions within the Ger- 
man Protestant Church. A writer on the 
subject recently charged that the Ger- 
man Church had brought its present 
troubles upon itself by failing to share 
with the masses the results of Bible- 
critcism, by its socially and financially 
secure position, and by the maintenance 
of Luther’s dualistic conception of the 
world, as being divided into the secu- 
lar and the spiritual. Dr. Heim holds 
that after the colossal tragedy of the 
war, the only remaining stronghold of 
reason in human society toppled with 
American prosperity, in 1929; that now 
human effort stands revealed as wholly 
impotent, and that an unreserved sur- 
render of man to the omnipotence of 
God is in order. But this “Weltflucht” 
does not solve the “Problems of the 
Day.” 

The author is convinced of the ef- 
ficacy of prayer, illustrating his thesis 
with the well-known references to Muel- 
ler in England and Francke in Ger- 
many. We have no quarrel with this, 
confessing to Whitman’s charge that “No 
man has ever yet adored and worshipped 
enough.” But the abandonment of “the 
world” in such unmitgated fashion as 
this neither answers man’s questions as 
to present problems, nor meets his needs 
in the practical realm. 

It happens that the reviewer has re- 
cently returned from Germany where 
he studied the church situation. His con- 
tacts with teachers of theology and pas- 
tors convinces him that there must come 
a new theology, because that of Luther, 
which is the basis of preaching in the 





Third Reich has helped to alienate the 
German people from their Church. 
True, our author is himself one of the 
most successful preachers in Germany. 
But not the least reason lies in his 
own personality, as we were told. Also, 
the intellectual world of the University 
city provides a setting for this intricately 
intellectual material. The reviewer heard 
him present much of this material before 
another American Seminary, and knows 
from inquiry among the students that 
they were not prepared to follow the 
speaker, for Americans, even in our Sem- 
inaries, do not generally think in these 
concepts. The German Lutheran the- 
ology, however, seems to have made no 
concessions to the four hundred years 
that have elapsed since the beginning 
of the Reformation. J.F.C.G. 


The Baptist Faith, by E. Y. Mullins 
and H. W. Tribble. The Sunday School 
Board of the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion. 124° pages. Cloth—$0.60, paper— 
$0.40. 

This book is a re-publication of The 
Axioms of Religion, by the late Dr. Mul- 
lins and rewritten, abbreviated and 
adapted by Dr. Tribble. The kingdom of 
God and denominationalism are ex- 
amined as to their relationship to each 
other, the tests being made of denomina- 
tionalism and the suggested needs it 
must supply to meet the new demands. 
The Baptist contribution to God’s king- 
dom is proclaimed. The Baptist inter- 
pretation of the theological axiom: “The 
holy and loving God has a right to be 
sovereign, is given.” Next, the religious 
axiom: “All men have an equal right 
to access to God,” is commented upon. 
The ecclesiastic axiom: “All believers 
have a right to equal privileges in the 
church,” is explained. The moral axiom: 
“To be responsible, the soul must be 
free, is given consideration.” The im- 
plications of the religio-civic axiom: “A 
free church in a free state,” are pointed 
out. The social axiom: “Love your 
neighbor as yourself,” is given due con- 
sideration. Suggestions for the appli- 
cation of these axioms of religion are 
pointed out and the true theory of gen- 
eral organization for religious purposes 
is set forth. A list of questions and an 
outline of every chapter, is to be found 
at the end of each chapter. This is an 
excellent text for study of Baptist’s 
fundamentals of faith. H. D. H. 


Between Two Centuries, A study of 
Four Baptist Mission Fields, by Dana M. 
Albaugh. The Judson Press. 245 pages. 
$1.00. 

The author is at present recording 
secretary of the American Baptist 
Foreign Mission Society. Seventeen 
photographs or illustrations are scat- 
tered throughout the book. This work 
visualizes one hundred years of Baptist 
mission work in the Orient. A helpful 
bibliography of four and a half pages 
is given at the beginning of this book. 
“The heritage of a century” reviews and 
evaluates the general conditions and 
characteristics both at home and on the 
foreign fields. Next, “A hundred years 
in the hills and valleys of Assam” are 
retold and the salient facts about Assam 
are given in short outline form. The 
progress, achievements and success of 
ten decades on the plains of India are 
vividly told along with the interesting 
facts about India and the Telugu Mis- 
sion. Important matters about Bengal- 
Orissa together with a century along the 
Juggernaut road are discussed. The 
principal events about China and the 
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South China Mission are outlined along 
with a description of the missionary ac- 
complishments of the second jubilee 
among South China’s millions. The 
concluding chapter—‘On the Threshold 
of a New Century,” discusses some of 
the present problems of foreign mis- 
sions. An excellent index is found at 
the end of the book. A list of thought- 
provoking questions covering the con- 
tents is found at the end of each chap- 
ter. H. D. H. 


Christian Living 





Realistic Pacifism, by Leyton Richards. 
Willett, Clark & Company. $2.00. 258 
pages. 


The author possesses one great advan- 
tage over many who'write on the prob- 
lems of war and peace. In the days 
of the great conflict from 1914 to 1918, 
he stood by his principles as a pacifist, 
refusing to serve in England’s army, suf- 
fering for the sake of his conviction and 
exposing himself to all the misunder- 
standing of his point of view. That the 
world respects a man who acts accord- 
ing to his principles through any sacri- 
fice is evidenced by the fact that to-day 
Leyton Richards is minister at Carr’s 
Lane, the pulpit ennobled by Robert W. 
Dale and J. H. Jowett. In addition to 
this stern apprenticeship as a believer 
in peace the author has been something 
of a cosmopolite, living in the United 
States and Australia as well as Great 
Britain. 


For one who has suffered for his faith 
the author writes on his difficult theme 
with astonishing clarity and reasonable- 
ness. There is nothing violent or par- 
tisan about him. He has no narrow in- 
terpretation of pacifism to offer. His 
book is divided into two parts, the first 
seven chapters dealing with the more 
personal problem of the Christian’s re- 
pudiation of war, the next ten dealing 
in more political terms with the Chris- 
tian’s contribution to peace. There is 
no dodging of the baffling phases of his 
theme. The book is, indeed, realistic. 
Every reader, probably, will disagree 
with the author at some points; but no 
reader, least of all a Christian, can dis- 
agree with his main contention. 

All in all, this book offers a very solid 
contribution to the ideal of peace and 
anyone who recognizes the necessity of 
lasting peace if our civilization is to sur- 
vive cannot afford to ignore it. F. F. 


The Sky is Red, by Jean S. Milner. 
Bobbs-Merrill Company. 332 pages. 
$2.50. 


For the last fourteen years the author 
has been pastor of the Second Presby- 
terian Church, Indianapolis, which, 
nearly a century ago, was ministered to 
by Henry Ward Beecher. His book is an 
exposition of his conviction of what 
Christianity’s course should be in this 
generation. It is earnest and informal in 
spirit, contains many personal allusions 
and gives the evidence of much reading 
and historical study. 


The book is divided into two parts, 
the first five chapters entitled “Yester- 
day” and the last six “Today.” The first 
part is an account of the historical back- 
ground of our inherited faith and deals 
in the main with the story of the Bible’s 
compilation. The religion of Jesus is 
expounded and also the misinterpreta- 
tion of that religion in the following 
centuries. The second part is a survey 


of world issues facing Christianity today 
and deals chiefly with economic injus- 
tice, the problem of war and the need 
for the union of Protestantism. 


It is clear from the first page to the 
last that the author belongs to the left- 
wing group in his denomination. Much 
that he expounds and claims will be 
heartily seconded by all earnestly think- 
ing Christians. But there is much, too, 
that will be challenged. Many who are 
not fundamentalists will not be satis- 
fied with the author’s interpretation of 
the religion of, Jesus. It would seem as 
if the author has been influenced too 
much by the extremely liberal scholars. 
Nevertheless, though the reader may not 
entirely agree, the book is to be com- 
mended for its honesty and vision. The 
author reveals his deepest convictions 
and most earnest hopes. rr. = 


Training for Church Membership, by 
A. Earl Kernahan. Fleming H. Revell. 
125 pages. $1.50. 


The author is the well known founder 
and director of the Directed Survey and 
Visitating Evangelism Campaigns. This 
book offers many practical suggestions 
for the training of new church members. 
The first part of the book is devoted to 
statements from ministers of many of 
the leading denominations as to their 
methods of preparing candidates for 
church membership and for following 
them up if they unite with the church. 
The second part of the book is a course 
of brief talks to a communicants’ class. 
Such talks as the Christian Attitude 
Toward the Bible, Toward Prayer, 
Toward Giving, Toward Sunday, Toward 
My Denomination and Toward Other 
Denominations. J. E. R. 


The Bible 


Paul’s Secret of Power, by Rollin H. 
Walker. The Abingdon Press. 181 pages. 
$1.00. 


The author of this study of Paul is 
well known to students of the New 
Testament. Since 1900 Dr. Walker has 
been Meharry-Jeffers professor of Eng- 
lish Bible at Ohio Wesleyan University. 
This book is a result of those years of 
teaching. The main thought of this 
study is that whatever one may think 
of Paul’s way of phrasing his theological 
ideas, one thing is certain, he has dis- 
covered a technique for self-mastery and 
a source of inexhaustible vitality. This 
secret is valid for all times and all tem- 
peraments. In some circles of religious 
thought Paul’s contribution to Chris- 
tianity has been largely at a discount. 
Dr. Walker shows very clearly the error 
of this attitude. The words by which 
Paul and the other New Testament writ- 
ers described Christ are to be understood 
as illustrations rather than definitions. 
This book is written and organized for 
students of Paul in a clear and helpful 
manner. Every one of the twelve chap- 
ters contains material of great interest 
but the reviewer believes the chap- 
ter on “Power Through: Prayer” to be 
the most stimulating which he has ever 
read. It certainly contains the secret 
of Paul’s power. 


There are eighteen pages of questions 
for discussion at the end of the book. 
The author also suggests commentaries 
which the student of Paul may use. The 
publishers of this volume should be com- 
mended for presenting to the public a 
book of this kind for such a small price. 


(Turn to page 203) 
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THE CHURCH AGAINST 
THE WORLD 


® By H. Richard Niebuhr, Wil- 
helm Pauck, and Francis P. Miller 


The Religious Book Club Selection 
for October 


Three brilliant theologians of the 
younger generation, speaking as 
members of a threatened church, 
ask what Protestantism must do to 
be saved. They declare that the 
church has lost its independence ; 
it bows to the economic order, to 
the spirit of nationalism, to human- 
ism. Neither fundamentalists nor 
Barthians, the authors call upon 
the church to proclaim its in- 
herent independence of state and 
world, and its dependence on 
God. 00 


TEN-MINUTE SERMONS 


® By Lewis H. Chrisman 


Seventy-seven sermons, each an 
example of the homiletic art at its 
best: a miniature, to be sure, but 
full of color and light, and with 
definite artistic structure. For their 
wisdom and encouragement they 
will be treasured by everyone. 


REALISTIC PACIFISM 


® By Leyton Richards 


A personal, practical program for 
the abolition of war. Today’s 
events in Europe make the 
author’s timely thesis almost pro- 
phetic! Every page is translatable 
into fruitful action today. $2.00 


FRONTIERS OF 
CHRISTIAN THINKING 


@ By Frederick C. Grant 


May the relative impotence of 
the churches today be due to wil- 
lingness to escape problems in- 
stead of solving them? The presi- 
dent of Western-Seabury Theo- 
logical seminary here urges a con- 
certed attack on the inescapable 
problems that beset the church 
today. $2. 00 


Willett, Clark & Company 
Chicago 
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A NEW CREATION 


Just completed at a cost of $1,300,000. The 
greatest of the famous Merriam-Websters. 


WEBSTER’S 
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DICTIONARY 
|| Second Edition 


600,000 Entries qThou- 
sands of New Words 712,000 
Terms Illustrated qThou- 
sands of Encyclopedic Arti- 
cles 735,000 Geographical 
Entries 713,000 Biograph- 
ical Entries 200 Valu- 
able Tables 13350 Pages 
At Bookstores Or Write 
For Booklet 
G. & C. MERRIAM CO, 
Springfield, Mass. 
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If | Were Selecting the Church Organ 


about organs. But I have rather pro- 

found convictions on the _ subject 
which are almost instinctive. I believe 
that a pipe organ is the king of all 
musical instruments. To have a power- 
ful, pleasing toned organ in a well pro- 
portioned and beau- 
tiful sanctuary is, 
to my mind, the 
height of religious 
art. To get into 
the sanctuary be- 
fore the crowd ar- 
rives and to be able 
to dream and pray 
as the organ gives 
out its voluntary is, 
to my mind, about 
the highest form of 
Christian worship. 
I could never build an organ; I cannot 
play one. But I can give some non- 
technical ideas of what I might do if 
I were to select one for a church. 


| AM not a musician and I know little 





William H. Leach 


I would want to make sure that it is an 
organ. 


The particular characteristic of the 
pipe organ is that the tones are pro- 
duced by wind being forced through 
mechanical lips and that the pitch and 
volume of the tones produced are deter- 
mined by tubes or pipes. There have al- 
ways been substitutes for organs and 
there are many today. Just the other 
day I was listening to what has been 
called an “Electronic Organ.” The con- 
sole looks like an organ and there is 
variety of tones and color produced. 
But it is not an organ. The tones are 
produced by whirling discs. Of course 
the rate of speed determines the pitch. 
The tone is picked up and amplified by 
power amplifiers. Through an arrange- 
ment of two manuals, stops and switches 
this instrument gives a wide range of 
color. If the amplifier is too small for 
the size of the room, a larger or addi- 
tional unit can be installed. It is a very 
clever invention and undoubtedly has a 
place among musical instruments. I 
understand that some organ manufac- 
turers think so highly of the electronic 
unit that they are considering placing 
them in some of their organs. 


But of course the instrument is not 
an organ. Some organists assure me 
that they have found a monotony in the 
tones after using it for some time. De- 
spite all that has been said for it, it is 


very much limited in range when com- 
pared with a good organ. One good 
argument in its favor is the price. It 
does not cost as much as a large organ. 
But like most other things a musical 
instrument should not be bought by price 
alone. 

I like the conclusion reached by Wil- 
liam Barnes in The American Organist. 
Speaking of the so-called electronic or- 
gan he says: 

“It will bring many new advantages 
to the world of the organ by furnishing 
a practical means of bridging the gap 
between the piano and the genuine or- 
gan, thereby brings just that much 
nearer the day when every fine resi- 
dence will have a real organ as a part 
of its equipment. . . . This instrument 
is the competitor of the grand piano, not 
of the organ.” 


I would recognize that the type of or- 
gan to be selected would fit the specific 
needs. 


For the larger room the organ must 
be builded to fit the space and to har- 
monize with the architecture. Each one 
so constructed is an individuality in it- 
self. No two organs are alike. They 
can’t be machined. 

For the small chapel and home there 
are now available small organs, genuine 
in construction and tone which meet the 
more modest needs. Church Manage- 
ment has carried advertisements of two 
makers which have specialized in small 
organs. For instance there is the Kil- 
gen Petit Ensemble. It is 5’ 6” wide, 
2’ 6” deep and requires a height of 7’ 3”. 
But it is a real organ. It gives four 
stops on the Pedal, six on the Great and 
eight on the Swell. This gives a possible 
combination of 63 on the Great, 255 on 
the Swell or a grand total of 16,383 when 
Great and Swell are played together. 

The Wicks Organ Company, also, has 
specialized in the small organ. The 
Bay Presbyterian Church, Bay Village, 
Ohio, has recently installed one of its 
Sonatinas. It occupies but small space 
but has 195 speaking pipes. A recital 
given at the time of dedication showed 
most unusual range and color and de- 





Wick’s Small Organ 


By William H. Leach 


lighted an audience composed of folk 
who expected such performance only 
from a larger organ. 

These small organs, real organs in 
range and construction, serve a splendid 
purpose as small church organs and as 
secondary and chapel organs in larger 
churches. But, of course, they are not 
to be confused with organs built for 
the needs of larger churches. 


I would seek advice of those who know. 


I admit that I know little about an 
organ. So I would seek advice of some 
one who has knowledge. In arranging 
for the installation I would want to 
have advice from the church architect, 
a good organist, the pastor and the organ 
maker. I would want the organ to har- 
monize with the church setting, not to 
be a thing apart. While I personally 
have a prejudice against visible metal 
pipes I would yield that if such pipes 
fitted into the picture in a pleasing way. 
I would want a competent organist to 
decide whether the new instrument of- 
fered all in range and quality which is 
necessary in worship. 

And, above these others, I would rely 
upon the judgment of the house which 
has the contract for the organ. Organ 
making is rather more of a professional 
than a manufacturer affair. Reputa- 
tions in this field are acquired slowly 
and are sustained by fine quality instru- 
ments. The maker wishes to make every 
organ he constructs such a one that it 
will further carry on his reputation. He 
is an artist and a specialist in this job. 
I would seek his counsel early and late 
and rely upon his judgment. 

Opinions differ as to the location for 
an organ. A generation ago it was 
necessary to have the organ near the 
console. But the invention of the elec- 
tric-penumatic action now makes it pos- 
sible to have the console in one end of 
the church and the organ in another. 
Many organs are divided with the great 
organ near the choir while the echo or- 
gan is at the other end. Albert Schweitz- 
er, who is an organ player of distinc- 
tion, insists that organs should be played 
in the mid section of the church. This, 
I understand, is more common in Ger- 
many and France. I would yield in 
judgment in this but, I think, I would 
insist that, so much as is possible, all 
mechanical action be excluded from the 
vision of the congregation. The organ 
should win by the ear, not the eye. 

(Turn to page 205) 
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; Additional Book Reviews ‘ 


It makes possible a greater reading pub- 
lic. Religious leaders who are seeking 
a good text for young people’s classes 
should give this volume an examination. 
W. L. L. 


A Greek Papyrus Reader, edited by 
Edgar J. Goodspeed and Ernest Cadman 
Colwell. The University of Chicago 
Press. 108 pages. $1.50. 

In the preface, the editors give a short 
historical resume of the discoveries of 
Greek papyri by native diggers and later 
by archaeologists. The progress of papyri 
research is briefly sketched. A list of the 
editors from which the papyri text is 
taken, is given including the abbrevia- 
tions and method of publication. The pur- 
pose of this book is to produce “a 
readable text for use in translation ex- 
ercise by those who are beginners in 
the study of the Papyri and Hellenistic 
Greek.” The text-book contains 82 dif- 
ferent papyri texts and in addition the 
Greek numbers and the Egyptian 
months. The subject of each papyri text 
is given, the probable date of its com- 
position and a short resume of the con- 
tents are also printed. A concise vo- 
cabulary is found at the end of the book. 
Every New Testament Greek student 
and scholar will be glad to own such a 
book as this. It gives and helps one in- 
terested in keeping abreast with the 
recent developments and progress of 
New Testament research. This is a very 
readable and enjoyable text-book. It 
should be in the hands of every minister 
who is interested in New Testament 
Greek exegesis. The scholarship and 
learning of the editors should be a guar- 
antee of its usefulness. H. D. H. 


The Translators to the Reader—Pref- 
ace to the King James Version 1611, 
edited by Prof. Edgar J. Goodspeed. The 
University of Chicago Press. 49 pages. 
50 cents. 


The editor of this booklet attempts to 
clear up and rectify some mistaken and 
prevalent notions about the King James 
Version of the Bible. The editor shows 
by quoting from the original preface of 
the King James Version that such mis- 
taken ideas would not be held at present 
if the preface had been left in its right- 
ful place. He examines the reasons and 
objections of modern publishers who 
have continued to omit the preface. 
The editor then reproduces the original 
preface to the King James with the spell- 
ing somewhat modernized. In the orig- 
inal preface the reason and necessity of 
a translation are set forth as well as 
answers to objections for so translating 
the Bible. Next is reproduced in full the 
original preface in Old English as first 
printed by the translators of the King 
James Bible. The editor is head of the 
New Testament Greek department of 
Chicago Divinity School and as such is 
an outstanding Néw Testament scholar. 
Bible readers and students will be glad 
to read this accurate account of the 
preface to the King James Bible. All 
Bible lovers should read and buy this 
booklet for their own library. 

H. 





D. H. 
V arious Topics 


Peloubet’s Select Notes for 1936, by 
Wilbur M. Smith. W. A. Wilde Com- 
pany. 412 pages. 

Tarbell’s Teacher’s Guide. 1936, by 
Martha Tarbell. Fleming H. Revell Com- 
pany. 432 pages. $2.00. 

Snowden’s Sunday School Lessons. 1936, 





by James H. Snowden. The Macmillan 
Company. 382 pages. $1.35. 


The Gist of the Lesson. 1936, by R. A. 
Torrey. Vest Pocket Size. 155 pages. 

Here is the crop of Sunday School 
annuals. What can we say about them 
that has not been said? The Peloubet 
book is in its sixty-second year, but of 
course, not under the same editorship. 
After the original editor passed on Dr. 
Amos R. Wells was, for some years, the 
editor. Now it is Wilbur M. Smith. The 
traditional plan of presentation has been 
well carried out. The international les- 
sons are discussed in detail and con- 
tinuity between lessons developed. The 
author auotes much from others in mak- 
ing his points of lessons. 

For thirty-one years Miss Tarbell has 
edited her teacher’s guide. This volume 
seems to keep the high standard estab- 
lished in the earlier books. A rearrange- 
ment of format a number of seasons ago, 
and new type selections have added to 
its attractiveness and readability. Quo- 
tations from many authors are made to 
elucidate the point the editor has in 
mind in the interpretation. 

Dr. Snowden’s is a one man’s book. 
He calls few other scholars to his aid, 
giving his own interpretation. The book 
is smaller, being pocket size. This is the 
fifteenth year for the Snowden book. 

In The Gist of the Lesson, R. A. Tor- 
rey being dead, yet speaketh. For thirty- 
seven years we have had this little man- 
ual. The author left such complete ex- 
pository notes that it is a simple matter 
to compile the material for the volume. 
Its chief advantage is in size. One may 
use it on street car or when a few min- 
utes are available during the work of 
the day. 

Sixty-one years, thirty-one years, fif- 
teen years, thirty-seven years. Old names 
these. Time marches on. W. H. L. 


The Hymnal for Boys and Girls, edited 
by Caroline Bird Parker and G. Darling- 
ton Richards. The Century Company. 
$1.10 per copy. In lots of 12 or more, 80c 
per copy. 

Singing Worship, 
Lovell Thomas. 
$1.00 per copy. 80c in quantities. 

Hymnals, not song books, for children. 
This seems to be the idea in these two 
new books which come to the editor’s 
desk. Each one has the same object. It 
is to supply suitable song worship mate- 
rial. Let me see if I can point out the 
differences in the two books. 


edited by Edith 


In the first place the formats are dif- | 
The Abingdon Press book has | 


ferent. 
larger pages, the pages measuring 7 x 
10 inches; the Century volume is 5% x8 
inches. The larger space in the Abing- 
don book is to permit an additional 





The Abingdon Press. | 


musical staff to provide for unison sing- | 


ing if that is desirable. 


The Century | 


book presents 180 musical numbers, the | 


Abingdon has but 136. The Century 


volume has some well selected program | 
material in the appendix; the Abingdon | 
volume does not offer such material. | 


The Abingdon volume presents more va- | 
riation in arrangements, tunes and keys | 
being developed through experimenta- | 
tion with Primary and Junior groups. | 


I think that it offers a larger percentage | 


of new material. The Century books in 
selections and in indexing keeps more 
close to traditional hymnaries. 

Which one will meet the needs of your 
children? I don’t know. I presume that 
the safe way is to secure returnable 
samples of each and then test them out. 


Both offer opportunities to develop 
worship consciousness with your chil- 
dren. W. HB. i. 










LIFTS the Heart to GOD 


Aflame with er and sound in 
Fm Beloved hymns that in- 


voke God. St Gospel son, 
that draw Breve, Loy - nal 


Vovmnset 


NUMBER TDREE 


This unrivaled all-purpose book, ‘‘the Song Book of the 

ation’’, is written out of deep Spiritual conviction. New 
Lacquered Binding an exclusive feature. Preserves Gold 
Stamping Luster, Prevents Cover Wear. Prices—per 100 
not prepaid: silk cloth, $50, 00; bristol, $32.50. Orchestrated. 


Ask for returnable sample—give Church name. 
TABERNACLE PUBLISHING CO. 
324-A No. Waller Ave. Chicago, Illinois 





WHY NOT RENEW 
YOUR 
SEMINARY 
DAYS? 


All active pastors are in- 


vited to our annual “Min- 
isters’ Week” Feb. 3-7, 
1936. Short courses by 


Seminary professors, open 
forums on live current is- 
sues such as Preaching 
Missions and Social Ac- 
tion, and the Alden-Tut- 
hill Lectures by Dr. 
Arthur Morgan of T. V. A. 
Low expense. Write for 
full information. 


The Chicago Theological Seminary 


ALBERT W. PALMER, President 
5757 University Ave. 
Chicago 
OTOL OHI eH SL eH @ Ld 














A RESOLUTION 


Resolve to increase the at- 
tendance of your church 
this year by placing cur- 
rent messages of interest 
on a new Sheldon All- 
Aluminum bulletin. 

Also inter-changeable cor- 
i= rosion proof letters to fit 
x any bulletin. 


Send for free catalog. 


The Ashtabile Sign Co. 


Box 131C Ashtabula, Ohio 


MOST HELPFUL BIBLE! 


is a really complete Bible for both 





Here, at last, 


layman and scholar. The New Chain Reference 
Bible, in the Third Improved Edition contains 
55 features, 7 complete departments. Edited by 
Frank C. Thompson, D. D., Ph. D. Truly a 
sible plus a Biblical library in one volume. En 
dorsed by leaders everywhere. Write for FREE 
descriptive booklet. Agents wanted. 
B. B. KIRKBRIDE BIBLE COMPANY 

Dept. C2-16 Indianapolis, Indiana 


’ For Secretary and Treasurer 
Head’s y , 
For 27 Classes, $1.50; 65 Classes, $2. 


unda ( 
: “a if » Head’s Class Books 
cnoo Limp Cloth, $2.40 dozen 
Records Try Them This Year 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY, 158 Fifth Ave., New York 














iT 
ENCOURAGES 
THRIFT... 


Many a man with small income would | 


never save anything for the “rainy day” 
if it were not for the Insurance he car- 
ries. Premiums due at stated times com- 





pel thrift. Few will lay by from scant | 


or sufficient earnings even a small sum 
in any regular, systematic way. 


Premi- | 


ums must be paid, the sum set aside in- | 


creases with each payment, affording | 


protection against death, with distribu- 


tion, exactly as the policy directs, and | 
cash value if the term is outlived. There | 


is no inducement like this for the poor 


to save, no opportunity comparable with | 
this for all classes to protect themselves | 


and their loved ones. It stimulates 
thrift at a time when earning capacity is 
at its highest. 


The above is quoted from “Seven 
Good Reasons for Insuring My Life’— 
by the Rev. A. E. Harris, D.D. The en- 
tire tract may be secured by sending the 
date of your birth to 


PRESBYTERIAN 
MINISTERS’ FUND 


For Life Insurance 


(Interdenominational) 


1805-07 Walnut Street 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
MATTHEW J. HYNDMAN, D. D., Pres. 











TO PERPETUATE 
HER MEMORY 


In every congregation is 

some man or woman who 

would welcome the suggestion of Golden- 
Voiced Deagan Tower Chimes as a 
stately and living memorial to a departed 
loved one. May wetell you the full story? 


J. ©. DEAGAN, Inc. 
190 Deagan Building CHICAGO 


DEAGAN 


THE MEMORIAL SUBLIME 


Jower himes. 














« CHOIR ROBES » 


Alea 


Cape ano Gown Company 
366 Fifth Ave. 
New York City 

Columbus, Ohio 


Chicago, [llinois 





Champaign, III. 
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Spend A Day 


OST ministers live constantly 
M with the problem of putting 
across the annual canvass for 
financial pledges. We grasped at the 
every-member canvass as though it were 
a life preserver. It worked well for 
awhile but now through the infirmities 
of old age, it too fails. Our Main Street 
Evangelical Church, Mansfield, Ohio, is 
using a financial plan this year that has 
not only been successful in fully pledg- 
ing the budget but which has also put a 
new spirit and response into the mem- 
bers on the matter of giving to the 
church. It is passed on here with the 
thought that it may be helpful to other 
churches. 
Briefly, it is a “Spend-a-Day” Plan. 





SPEND A DAY PLEDGE 
Main Street Evangelical Church 


Since it costs $12. a day or 50 
cents an hour to maintain our 
church, during the Conference Year 
1935-’36 I will endeavor to assume 
the cost of the days indicated below: 


ences 8 days and 16 hrs.—$104 a yr., 


$2.00 a week 

ere: 6 days and 12 hrs.—$78 a yr., 
$1.50 a week 

canton 4 days and 4 hrs.—$52 a yjr., 
$1.00 a week 

ee ee 3 days and 6 hrs.—$39 a yjr., 
75c a week 

ieee 2 days and 4 hrs.—$26 a yr., 
50c a week 

aah ee 1 day and 2 hrs.—$13 a yr., 
25c a week 

ere 12 hrs. —$6 a yr., $.... a week 

Pia NG ss oh ES vo ee BE, 
Bisyuse a week 


WANTED: 52 envelopes...... 
24 envelopes...... 


12 envelopes...... 


REMARKS: (Reasons for choice 
of days, etc.) 


If this budget can be subscribed, 
there will be no special offerings 
during next year. 














*Pastor, Main Street Evangelical Church, 


Mansfield, Ohio. 


By LeRoy Deininger* 


We estimated that our needs per day— 
including benevolences and special of- 
ferings—were about $12.00 per day or 
fifty cents for each hour of the twenty- 
four. We simply asked each member to 
assume the cost of as many hours or 
days as they could. The following letter 
was sent out preceding the canvass: 


“Would you like to see Main Street 
Church financed without annoying 
special offerings, appeals and drives? It 
can be done! Here is the plan! 

It requires about $4300 to operate our 
church for one year. This amount 
divided by 365 gives us about $12.00 as 
the cost for one day. That is, for every 
hour of the day and night the church ex- 
penses go on at the rate of fifty cents 
an hour. For this next Conference Year, 
therefore, all our members and friends 
are to be asked the question: “For how 
many days will you support your church 
in 1935-1936?” 

On Sunday, June 23, or on Monday 


evening, June 24, an opportunity will be 
given all members and friends of the 
church to select their day or days. You 
will assume the cost of operation for 
the days you choose, the amount to be 
paid as you prefer: annually, semi-an- 
nually, monthly or weekly. 

It is also our desire and your privilege 
to make these days periods of special 
prayer for our church. You may wish 
to choose days that have special sig- 
nificance to you; anniversaries, birthdays 
of departed friends, etc. Days may be 
selected as memorials to friends. 

Will you not take the matter upon your 
heart, asking God for guidance, giving 
your whole-hearted support to your 
church for this year? If all our people 
respond according to their means, every 
day will be provided for. If you fail to 
respond someone else will have to pay 
your share as well as their own. Some 
of our people are now supporting the 
church for as many as eight or more 
days. 

An appeal is made to non-members. 
Our church ministers to many adults 
who are not members and to many chil- 
dren whose parents have not united with 
this church. Surely all who receive the 
benefits of our church will want to share 
in its maintenance.” 

The plan was given publicity for sev- 
eral weeks previous to the canvass for 
pledges. A large poster was displayed in 
the church bearing these words: “Do 
you know that it costs $12.00 per day to 
keep this church open?” On the Sun- 
day morning of the canvass, we presented 
the pageant, “Where Your Money 
Goes,” which was gleaned from the 
Church Management of August. 1931. 
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From the start the idea caught fire. 
Our people were made to see that some- 
one had to carry the load if the church 
was to be kept going. We prepared a 
calendar and displayed it in the church. 
As the days were pledged a strip of 
paper was pasted over the numbers. 

Each Sunday, our bulletin carries the 
names of those who are supporting the 
church for that week. The recognition 
involved seems to be appreciated. While 
we have not interfered with previous 
habits of giving, in the three months the 
plan has been in operation, we note that 
most contributors tend to pay their 
pledges in lump sums on or near the days 
they have selected. At least seventy-five 
per cent are paying in this way. What 
interests our Board chiefly, the money 
is coming in. We must whisper it, but it 
may be that the church financing of the 
future will be done by fewer and larger 
contributions. People like to pay a bill 
and forget it. Perhaps, we have been 
pestering and irritating folks with our 
emphasis on weekly giving. 








Church Organs 

(From page 202) 
I would want some assurance that the 
organ is going to be rightly used. 


No, I do not mean that it is to be 
locked and one must have the consent 
of the trustees before he can play it. 
Use does not injure a good organ. But 
it is entitled to good care and good play- 
ers. 

For one thing I would want it serv- 
iced on an annual contract, preferably 
by the maker. This is most essential. 
To make it necessary to call a committee 
together every time adjustments are nec- 
essary usually means that the organ is 


allowed to get out of tune and imperfect 
in performance. 

A good organ is entitled to a good or- 
ganist. Secure one who can bring out 
the beauty and strength of the instru- 
ment. Do not let a iarge part of it lie 
idle week after week. A good organist 
will probably cost more than an indif- 
ferent one just as a good organ costs 
more than an unsatisfactory one. But 
the combination of a good organ and a 
good player is necessary for the pleasing 
results our churches desire. 


PUBLIC ENEMIES 


Graft is one of our worst public ene- 
mies. The nation is swindled every year 
of millions of dollars. Money which is 
raised for the common good helps to line 
the pockets of individuals who, like 
Judas, are nothing more than thieves. 
Under the banner of some worthy cause 
they deposit large sums to their personal 
accounts. We would give a good deal to 
rid ourselves of these parasites. Laws 
and audits seem ineffective. We need 
fewer men of the Judas type and more 
of the Zacchaeus type to hold the bags 
of public funds. The place to begin is 
with ourselves, by seeing that we are 
absolutely honest in all our dealings, 
private and public. 

David S. MacInnes in To-Day, July, 
1935; The Westminster Press. 

















FOR TEACHERS AND STUDENTS 
and all Bible Readers who wish reli- 
able sources of information and help 


PELOUBET’S BIBLE DICTIONARY 
By REV. F. N. PELOUBET 

Founder, “Notes onthe International Sunday-School Lessons” 

Latest and Most Up-to-Date Bible Dictionary. 
Comprehensive, concise, and accurate. Enables any- 
one to understand every passage in the Bible. In 
simple language it gives a full account of all topics 
mentioned—every place, nation, event, custom, in- 
strument, animal, etc. ‘‘ By far the best Bible Diction- 
ary for everyday use.’”’-—Amos R. Wells, Litt.D., LL.D. 
q 812 pages. 508 illustrations. 14 maps. Price, now $2.00 


THE NEW INTERNATIONAL 
BIBLE COMMENTARY 


Edited by REV. C. H. IRWIN, D.D. 
General Editor, Religious Tract Society 
With Introduction to Each Book of the Bible 
and 25,000 Text References with Explanations 
This work, four years in preparation, explains the 
Bible verse by verse, and comments oneach. The one 
Bible commentary acceptable to all denominations. 
660 pages. 32 full-page illustrations. Maps of Bible 
SREVAU CE QUOI ik Sin Shi Sek e Price, now $2.00 


CRUDEN’S CONCORDANCE 


“Next to the purchase of a Bible, I would advise you 
toget CRUDEN’S CONCORDANCE.”’—D. L. Moody 
This new edition is the most accurate and complete 
concordance to the Old and New Testaments. Con- 
tains more than 200,000 references, and is the only 
edition including references to the Revised Version. 
Printed in black-face type. 
WON, eta e or oho ee dle scowls Price, now $2.00 


At all booksellers, or from 


THE JOHN C. WINSTON COMPANY 
Winston Building Philadelphia 


COMPANION BOOKS TO THE BIBLE 


























FOLDING MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE 








The New Day Wedding Certifi- 
cate is a unique departure from 
all other efforts for this item. 
It is printed from our own orig- 
inal three color plates in rich 
red, black and gold. The paper 
used is a heavy parchment vel- 
lum. It is a work of craftsman- 
ship which will be appreciated 
by all folks seeking the best. It 
will meet every test of good 
taste. It makes a triple fold, 
fitting into a heavy white linen 
envelope which is supplied with 
the certificate. The minister 
who presents the bride with one 
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of these certificates can be as- The Certificate is 8 x 7 inches with a one inch fold- 
over for protection. It folds to 34 x 8% inches. 


sured that it will please. It is 
rich, artistic and delicate, pos- 
sessing that restrained dignity so 
essential to good taste. 


PRICE 


Single copies (in envelopes) 15c; eight certificates for $1.00, postpaid 


Send one dollar for eight of these certificates and put 


the money you save into good books for your library. j 


CHURCH WORLD PRESS, INC. 
Auditorium Bldg. 


Cleveland, Ohio 
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Dietz Sunday School Bank No. 3 
$1.90 Postpaid 


One of Many Styles We Make 


DIETZ REWARD PINS 


Beautiful—Dignified—Economical. Now the 


Standard Reward Emblem of thousands of 
Sunday Schools throughout the land. 





A yearly Rolled Gold Enameled Pin with 
interchangeable numerals from 1 up to 50 
years and four quarterly emblems. 


Write for Free Samples and Catalogue. 


RECORD BOOKS for 1936 


WM. H. DIETZ 
20 E. Randolph St., Chicago 

















be severely and justly criticized. You 

would be informed the costume was be- 
neath the dignity of your calling, even though 
you may have delivered an excellent sermon. 

The minister who knows the value of good 
pulpit clothing often neglects the printed mat- 
ter which represents the church. As your 
representative it should make a good appear- 
ance. 

It is not necessary fer you to distribute 
inferior parish papers when The National 
Religious Press will provide your church with 
a worth-while magazine at a minimum price 
—in fact, about one-fifth the price an ordi- 
nary printer charges. Mass production and 
standardization makes this possible. 

The National Religious Press, 

Grand Rapids, Mich. 

Send me free of charge full particulars and 
samples. 


ik you preached in your overalls you would 


Name 


SE. kn cubes ahs bbe abbas hha Cee 
“ae 
C.M.:Jan. 
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Methodist Laymen March On 


which has been organized to fight 

social radicalism in the Methodist 
Church seems to gain strength with the 
passing of the weeks. Its second con- 
ference of Methodist Laymen was held in 
Chicago Saturday, November 9, 1935. 
Henry S. Henschen, chairman, opened 
the session with the reading of the First 
Chapter of Galatians and prayer was of- 
fered by Mr. Walker O. Lewis of the 
Cuyler Ave. Church, Oak Park, Ill. 
Chairman Henscqhen, Secretary Wilbur 
Helm and Mr. Carl F. Keck made re- 
ports about the work of the Executive 
Committee and its meetings held since 
July 29, 1935, when this unofficial con- 
ference was organized. 


T= Conference of Methodist Laymen 


The evidences of progress were re- 
ceived with real interest and enthusiasm 
by the laymen present, many of whom 
came from states other than Illinois. 


The principal address was made by 
former Governor Arthur M. Hyde of 
Missouri, who commented on the articles 
by Bishop McConnell and himself in the 
November “Forum.” Following this 
came a report of the Committee on Re- 
solutions presented by Charles O. Loucks, 
Chicago, chairman. The other members 
of the Committee were Arthur M. Hyde, 
Trenton, Mo., Carl F. Keck, Milwaukee, 
Wis., Henry S. Henschen, Winnetka, IIl., 
and Wilbur Helm, Chicago. This report 
consisted of a second pronouncement 
supplementing the first one issued at the 
July 29th meeting. It was fully discussed 
and adopted by all present except visi- 
tors. It follows and deserves careful 
reading: 

“The timeliness and need of the 
Methodist Laymen’s movement, initiated 
at the meeting held in Chicago on July 
29th, has continually since then been 
emphasized by many letters and words 
of approval received from every part of 
the United States. 

“Ours is not a movement to ‘muzzle 


| the pulpit,’ but it is a movement to pre- 
| serve the original and vital message of 


Christianity. 

“We believe in the right of free speech 
for the pulpit, and be it said to their 
credit that the majority of the Clergy 
have exercised this right in a way that is 
beyond criticism. However, the right of 
free speech does not give an entrenched 
minority the privilege of binding an en- 
tire Church organization on political, 
social, and economic issues, without full 
understanding and agreement. The right 
of free speech is no justification for an 


| unauthorized minority to commit, or ap- 
| pear to commit, the Church to a social 
| or economic program covering questions 
| where there are wide and honest differ- 
| ences of opinion among equally con- 


scientious members. The Church should 


| not take a position on any social or eco- 


nomic question without a _ scriptural 
basis therefor and a real knowledge of 


such question, obtained through research, 
careful study, and experience. 

“The Church, in any action taken for 
social improvement, should endeavor to 
unite mankind in common agreement 
and should not increase the differences 
among men. We recognize that Chris- 
tianity teaches social duties and re- 
sponsibilities, but any plan for the im- 
provement of the social order and the 
betterment of mankind must have a 
spiritual source and not merely be an 
anticipated by-product of a material- 
istic ‘ism’. 

“Our purposes are positive in charac- 
ter. We look forward to a constructive 
program by which the laity in increasing 
numbers shall revitalize Christianity and 
make it a more potent force in the pro- 
motion of human welfare.” 

Among those present and voting in 
favor of the pronouncement were the fol- 
lowing: 

John B. Campbell, 
South Bend, Ind. 

William Ray Chapman, 
Church, Milwaukee, Wis. 

Clifford R. Edmister, First Church, 
Oak Park, Ill. 

George Fred Falley, Covenant Church, 
Evanston, Ill. 

A. M. Glahn, Lombard Church, Lom- 
bard, Ill. 

H. L. Guyer, Polo Church, Polo, Ill. 

Wilbur Helm, First Church, Evanston, 
Til. 

Henry S. Henschen, First Church of 
Evanston, Winnetka, Ill. 

R. W. Hoyt, Riverside Church, Holly- 
wood, Ill. 

Arthur M. Hyde, 
Trenton, Mo. 

J. Giltner Igleheart, Trinity Church, 
Evansville, Ind. 

J. R. Jackson, Freeport Church, Free- 
port, Ill. 

Carl F. Keck, First Church, Milwaukee, 
Wis. 

J. C. Klein, Central Church, Blue Is- 
land, Il. 

Walker O. Lewis, Cuyler Ave. Church, 
Oak Park, Ill. 

O. A. McNeil, First Church, Kenosha, 
Wis. 

Charles F. Moore, First Church, Ra- 
cine, Wis. 

Willis J. Peelle, Glen Ellyn Church, 
Glen Ellyn, Ill. 

Cc. J. Pritchett, Dana Church, Dana, 
Til. 

E. L. Wagner, First Church, Evanston, 
Til. 

John M. Warner, First Church, La- 
Grange, Ill. 

Charles E. Waterman, Central Church, 
Blue Island, Il. 

Thomas H. West, 
Wilmette, Il. 
and the following from Chicago: 

E. R. Alderson, Morgan Park Church 

Colonel W. G. Arn, Woodlawn Park 
Church 

F. G. Clifton, Chicago Temple 

J. Kent Greene, Ravenswood Church 

(Turn to page 214) 


First Church, 


Kenwood 


Trenton Church, 


Wilmette Church 
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Mules — Work — Shellae 


O. Afton Linger* 


The Barbs Which Push One Upward 


higher you bounce” may sound fine 

in the lines of a poem, but, in real 
life one of the most disconcerting things 
that can come to one are these “throw- 
ings” and “bouncings.” I suppose that 
there is no one who really enjoys the 
sharp thrust of a critic at the time, 
whether it be destructive or constructive, 
but, when we stop to consider, it is amaz- 
ing how much we owe to those who have 
applied the barbs to prod us out of our 
self-complacency. 

There are many bumps that have 
bounced me. As I look back over a 
tangled maze of life-experiences there 
are a few of these occasions which stand 
out like letters of gold. With a desire 
that they may recall to my readers some 
of the similar experiences of their own 
lives, and that they may help those who 
may be younger to receive hard knocks 
with a bit more grace, I pass on to you 
the following: 


"Tai harder you're thrown, why the 


Mules 

For two years after my experiences in 
the World War I floundered in wild ef- 
forts to get settled back into preparation 
for my life work. Finally I accepted a 
position as an associate to a Y.M.C.A. 
secretary in the railroad branch of that 
work in Pittsburgh. It was my original 
intention to work my way in high school 
and do the work in the Y.M.C.A. It was 
soon obvious that I could not carry out 
these desires. At length I found myself 
in another city and in a school that was 
not what I had expected it to be. 

Still floundering and changing my 
mind with every passing fancy that came 
to me, I wrote often to H. F. E. O’Neill, 
who was the General Secretary. After a 
few of my changes of mind I had a reply 
from that dear man _ which severely 
wounded my pride and angered me. He 
said in part, “I am glad that you are lo- 
cated again and hope that you will not 
make up your mind to move within the 
hext two weeks... . According to the old 
adage, ‘One of the differences between a 
man and a mule is that a man changes 
his mind but a mule doesn’t. Now I 
don’t think there is much mule in you.” 

It was not a great while after that, in 
Spite of the severe jolt that it gave me, 
until I was enrolled in a high school in 
Pasadena in which I finished my senior 
year. Thus, a hard knock became a 
boost. 


Work 
The next vivid experience of a like 


“Pastor, Beechland Baptist Church, Valley 


Station, Kentucky 


nature came at the end of that year in 
high school. I learned that Zane Grey 
lived in Altadena, near where I made 
my residence. It was my earnest desife 


to see him before I left the city. Mrs. | 
Grey told me that I should write him if | 


I desired an appointment, as he was 
aboard his yacht near Catalina Islands 
on a fishing trip. This I did, telling him 
of my yearning to be a writer, and ask- 
ing his advice. Then there came to me 
in the handwriting of this gracious gen- 
tleman a letter written on board the 
Gladiator, May 14, 1923: 


“My dear Mr. Linger: 
I received your letter, 


been busy with the motion-picture side 
of my work, and I assure you that it is 
upsetting. 

Another thing. I am not so sure that 
people find any particular pleasure or 
advantage in meeting me. It is just an 
idea. To be sure it is wonderfully kind 
of them, but I can’t see anything in it. 
Certainly for me it takes what little 
leisure I have. I have met many ambi- 
tious young writers. What you want to 
do is work, write and study. That’s all 
you need. 

With best wishes, 
Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) Zane Grey” 


That old letter is stained and the pur- 


ple ink is blurred on the page, but an | 


, (SELF-PROVING) 


indelible stamp has placed those closing 
words upon my mind, “WHAT YOU 


WANT TO DO IS WORK—WRITE | 


AND STUDY. THAT'S ALL YOU 


NEED.” 


Shellac 
The most recent bump came a few 


months ago, as I talked over the work of | 
my church with one of my former | 


seminary professors. He listened lovingly 
and patiently to my troubles. I asked 


for his candid opinion, as I trusted him | 


implicitly. The advice he gave me was 
wholesome and most helpful. Then, as 
a sort of father-to-son parting word, he 


said, “Maybe you are too thin-skinned. | 
| 


If you are, just get you a can of shellac 
and spread it on. Then go on and do the 
Lord’s work.” 


“Mules,” “work,” 


spiritual development. 
are many other things that one could 


speak of along this line, but the moral | 


is this: “All chastening seemeth for the 
present to be not joyous but grievous; yet 
afterward it yieldeth 


thereby” (Heb. 12: 11). 





and am sorry to | 
say that I was unable to see you. I have | 


“shellac” — simple 
words, yet how potent they have been | 
and will continue to be in my moral and | 
Of course there | 


peaceable fruit | 
unto them that have been exercised | 








Ideal Solos and Duets 


The selections in this 
beautiful new book carry 
a spiritual message di- 
rect to the heart. 

The comfort, consola- 
tion, and inspiration of 
the Blessed Gospel are 
expressed in these solos 
and duets, These are 
suitable for the Church, 
the home and for evan 


selections, Velour 
Binding. $1.00 the copy. 


Hymns We Love 


collection of 
284 hymns and songs that 
will live, that have found 
an abiding place _ in our 
hearts, and new Christian 
Songs that will prove a 
help to many. 24 added 
Scripture Readings. 

A_ REAL AID TO WOR- . 
SHIP. AN NC E 
1 TO ACTIVITY 

| ICE and the cheer of Chris- 
tian experience and _ broth- 
i erhood. For all religious 
| meetings, including Sunday 


A splendid 


| Aymns | 
| Love L 


Schools. A storehouse of the 
best in words and music. 
Lowest price in years. 
Gold stamped cloth 
$35.00 the hundred. 
Serviceable rope bristol 
$22.50 the hundred. 
More material at lower price 
than any other book. 
Send for Examination Copy. 


HALL-MACK CO. 


124 N. 15th he Street Philedelphie, | Pa. 





FOR CHURCHES 
Revell’ § Simplify your work 


Accounts yee a 
and correct. Concise, simple. 
Treasurers’ 
Records 


Time-saving weekly enve- 
lope system. 


No. 1, for 434 subs. in one year, 
$2.50; 882 subs., $3.00; 1430 
subs., $3.50; 1778 suds., $3.75; 
2674 subs., $4.50 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY, 158 Fifth Ave., New York 


ART WINDOWS 


AT SMALL COST 
@ Enjoy the iuxury of 
Beautiful Art Glass Win- 
dows by the use of.... 
*‘WINDOWPHANIE”’ 
Stained Glass Effects. 
Rich in appearance. 
Low in price. Lastsa 
lifetime. Ask for free samples and catalog. 


C. M. Malz — 65 Fifth Ave., New York 














COSTERMOOR 


CHURCH CUSHIONS 


® For 80 years in 25,000 
churches. Built, not stuffed 


NOW AT NEW LOW PRICES 


We =a tap, ESTIMATES 


3 FURNISHED 
Our Renovation Service Mokes Old ll New 


OSTERMOOR & CO., INC., Suite 21, No. 1 Park Ave., New York 














FOR THE 
PULPIT and CHOIR 


When buying robes, write 
to America’s oldest and 
largest manufacturer. 


Cotrell and Leonard, Inc. 
Established 1832 
398 Broadway, Albany, N. Y. 




















Juniata COLLEGE 


Will accept a limited number of 
students about February first. 
Address .. . 


Charles C. Ellis, President Huntingdon, Pa. 




















CLARKS _“UDITYPE 
lf BRONZED COPPER 
I, CHURCH BULLETIN BOARDS 
! sho ART BRONZE TABLETS 
| MEMORIAL and GIFT PLATES 
ILLUMINATED CROSSES 





Manulecterers 
Prt products 


WL CLARK CO, Inc 
60 LAFAYETTE ST. NEW YORK 





















Central University 


(J ORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL | 
established 1896, has enabled | 
hundreds of ministers to continue | 
their university work “in absentia.” 
Competent faculty. Individual in- 
struction. Reasonable fees. Write 
for further information and catalog. 


CENTRAL UNIVERSITY 


Irvington, Indianapolis, Indiane 























PULPIT*»» CHOIR GOWNS - 


Pulpit Hangings—Altar Cloths— 
Bible Markers—Communion Linens 


Vestment Specialists since 1837 
Custom Tailoring for Clergymen 


COX SONS & VINING- INC. 
31 EA RE »K NN 


Sy ae = STREET NEW YORK 








FOLDING CHAIRS 


Brand-New Steel Folding Chairs. Full 
Upholstered Back and Seat. Rubber 
Feet. While they last $16.00 a dozen. 


Redington Co. “so* Scranton, Pa, 










MO MeO LS 
BULPIT VESTMENTS 

Hangings Ornaments-Fringes- 
‘Furnishings and Supplies- 
CATALOG. FREE ON REQUEST 


4 
The C.E.WARD Co. NewLondon,0. 
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ILLUSTRATIVE DIAMONDS 


SELECTED BY 
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BOLLER 




















Here is the truth in a little creed, 
Enough for all the ways we go: 

In Love is all the Law we need; 
In Christ is all the God we know. 


—Edwin Markham. 











THE IMPORTANCE OF THE PRESENT 

“Today, if ye hear his voice, harden 
not your hearts.” The chief point of 
emphasis in many of Jesus’ parables is 
that of the uncertainty of life and the 
supreme importance of the present as 
the only time which any man has to pre- 
pare for eternity. A modern painter has 
emphasized the tragedy of wasting the 
precious stuff of which life is made in 
the picture of a woman who has fallen 
asleep in the stern of a boat. Her head 
rests on a cushion and around her neck 
is a costly string of pearls. The string 
has broken, one end is trailing in the 
sea, and pearl after pearl is being lost 
while she sleeps. While many people 
sleep, the seconds, the minutes, the 
hours, and the days are slipping away 
into the soundless sea of time. Today is 
the only day we can ever call our own. 

B. H. Bruner in Toward the Sunrising; 
Cokesbury Press. 


THE ONE SURE FOUNDATION 


Many of us in the summer season have 
visited the seashore and there watched 
the artists in sand. How they have toiled 
and labored building their scenes— 
homes, gardens, figures of men and ani- 
mals, colored and decorated, but all to 
be washed away as the first storm 
crumbles them apart! The building is in 
sand, on foundation of sand. 

At the end of this year we do well to 
ask ourselves what the foundations of 
our own lives have been: sand, shift- 
ing with whim and fancy, environment 
and suggestion? or rock, enduring and 
substantial? What has been the super- 
structure of our lives: beauty and value, 
or dross? hay, wood, and stubble, or 


gold, silver, precious stones? 

Two elements are essential in good 
architecture—a sure foundation and en- 
during, beautiful materials. As architects 
of our lives have we chosen the one sure 
foundation, Christ? Upon that founda- 
tion have we built, in gold, the beautiful 
things of his Spirit? 

G. M. Van Dyke in Today; December, 
1934. 


PROFESSIONALISED RELIGION 


As soon as religion is organized it tends 
to become professionalised. There is not 
much harm in that, but the harmful re- 
sult always follows. Religion becomes 
specialised. The most simple illustration 
can be seen in football. Twenty-two ex- 
perts are paid to play the game while a 
crowd of twenty-two thousand look at 
them doing it. The crowd has never 
played football, and never will. It is not 
capable, and never will be capable. That 
may pass as sport, but it can never pass 
in religion, which is something that con- 


cerns every individual as an individual. 
Therefore as soon as a Church reaches 
the condition in which a few experts 
practise religion while others look on, 
practising religion vicariously, that 
Church begins to decline. As soon as 
public worship replaces private worship, 
instead of being complementary to it, the 
worship is becoming a farce. As soon as 
the minister says, “Let us pray,” and be- 
gins to pray, while the congregation does 
no more than bow its collective head and 
make its collective mind a blank, there is 
a certain amount to what Jesus called 
play-acting going on. Public worship is 
a beautiful exercise, but when it is not 
preceded by private worship it fs dead- 
ening. 

Hugh F. Frame in Wonderful Counsel- 
lor; Harper and Brothers. 


“LOOK UP!” 

This is a great day for slogans— 
phrases that attempt to epitomize great 
truths. History says “Look back.” It is 
the orderly story of the development of 
groups of men, the road map of the route 
over which we have reached the present. 
Science says “Look around.” It is con- 
cerned with the discovery of general 
truths, with knowledge systematically 
arranged, showing the operation of nat- 
ural laws. Philosophy says “Look into,” 
seek the understanding of principles and 
causes that will explain experience. But 
true religion says “Look up.” Indeed, it 
boxes the compass of life. It teaches us 
to learn from the experience of the past, 
which is history; it bids us to use the 
powers placed in our hands by science; 
it helps us to interpret the laws of life 
embodied in philosophy; but, chiefly, it 
gives us a worthy perspective of life. 
The true function of religion is to ele- 
vate man’s vision, to furnish him with 
adequate “range finders.” 

Ray Freeman Jenny in Speaking 
Boldly; Fleming H. Revell Company. 


MANAGING PERSONAL 
ANTAGONISMS 


When Robert E. Lee was a cadet at 
West Point one of his classmates took a 
violent and a wholly irrational dislike 
to him. The animosity persisted not only 
through student days, but on into later 
life. For many years this fellow-officer 
made persistent and malicious attacks 
on Lee’s record and character. One day 
a mutual acquaintance, speaking. with 
apparent friendliness, asked Lee what he 
thought of this hostile individual. To 
the questioner’s surprise, Lee spoke 1n 
the highest terms of him. Then the ques- 
tioner retorted slyly, “I guess you don't 
know what he’s been saying about you 
for years.” But Lee avoided the trap 
skilfully. “You have not asked me,” he 
said, “for his opinion of me. You have 
asked me for my opinion of him.” AS 
far as Lee was concerned, the feud could 
not be perpetuated. Tale-bearers could 
find no material out of which to create 
further misunderstanding and bitterness 

James Gordon Gilkey in You Can 
Master Life; The Macmillan Company 
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THE INDOOR MIND 


In a very vivid book about Russia, 
written at the time of the outbreak of 
the revolution, an acute observer de- 
scribed his impressions of Russia in the 
closing days of the czarist regime. The 
court, the nobility, and all the privileged 
group, which swung around that inner 
orbit, formed, he said, a closed circle 
which had no awareness of what was go- 
ing on outside itself. Men and women 
went the brilliantly lighted round of their 
arrogant and luxurious activities; they 
sat at one another’s dinner-tables; they 
danced in their brilliantly lighted salons: 
but they did not know what was hap- 
pening there in the great night of Rus- 
sia outside their curtained windows. Of 
them he used this vivid and unforgettable 
phrase. He said they had “the indoor 
mind.” Their thoughts were limited by 
the artificial realm in which they lived. 
They had no glimpse of the awful forces 
beginning to move along the roads of the 
nation’s life beyond their doors. There 
are many in the Christian Church today 
who have “indoor minds.’ They are ele- 
gant, gracious, and at least mildly re- 
ligious; but their religion is a thing of 
pleasant ritual, used sometimes as an 
anodyne, without disturbing conscious- 
ness of the critical decisions which a real 
religion would be forcing them to make. 

Walter Russell Bowie in Contemporary 
Religious Thinking; Falcon Press. 


LIVING UNDER PRESSURE 


Here was Charles Lamb, with a deli- 
cate, sensitive temperament. When he 
was twenty-one years old, he went home 
one day to find that his sister in a tem- 
porary fit of insanity, had murdered their 
mother. He at once braced himself for 
what proved to be a lifelong ordeal. He 
gave up all thought of marriage and a 
family of his own, to make himself the 
companion of that disordered mind. He 
secured her release from the courts by 
agreeing to make himself personally re- 
sponsible for her safekeeping. She suf- 
fered many times from a relapse and had 
to be sent away for a season to some 
sanitarium, but he always brought her 
back again to his own home. He car- 
ried on with his head up and the light of 
love in his eyes. “Charles and Mary 
Lamb,” we always say, coupling their 
names together, because he lived with, 
and for her. He lived also to write the 
Essays of Elia, and to win for himself 
an honorable and a permanent place in 
the world of English letters. “He beat 
his music out,” and the charm and 
sweetness of it have brought cheer and 
solace to many a heavy heart. We enter 
the kingdom of heaven under pressure 
—there is no other way in. 

Charles Reynolds Brown in Have We 
Outgrown Religion? ; Harper & Brothers. 


FROM REFUGE TO REALITY 


We must not go to church Sunday 
after Sunday and just feel how beautiful 
it all is. We must not get half-hypno- 
tized by the lights and music and devo- 
tional atmosphere. We shall not find 
God in any enduring way unless we link 
Sunday night with Monday morning; 
and unless Monday morning is different 
because of Sunday night we may ask 
whether we really get to God on Sunday 
night or only deceive ourselves. Because 
of this many ardent churchgoers have 
never found God at all. We shall not get 
further with our problem than Jesus did 
in Gethesmane. Into those woods He 
went for refuge, for escape, for sanctuary 
—refuge from men as well as from 
things. He gets away, there, even from 
His dearest. He went forward a little, 





CHURCH VESTMENTS 
N Z@l@)d»\ 40) '4 4 
SILVER AND BRASS 

J. M. HALL Ine. Pe oe 
AMERICAN | 
DISTRIBUTOR for 
A.R. MOWBRAY & Co. 


LONDON «ENGLAND 


VESTMENTS 


For Clergy and Choir 
Materials by the yard 
TAILORING 

Write for 

samples 

and prices 
J.M.HALL Inc. 
Ltd. 392 Fifth Avenue 
(at 36th St.) 


STAINED GLASS 
Ai DI@AN AS 
J.M.HALL Inc. 

AMERICAN 
DISTRIBUTOR 
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A Genuine Pipe 
‘7752 


Wicks Company, builders of 
famous Cathedral organs, of- 
fers aremarkable pipe organ 
of finest quality at the 
cost of a good reed or- 

gan or piano. Solves all 
problems of space and 
expense. 


For as 
Low as 


Representatives wanted in every leading city 
and county. Write for details stating whether 
interested in purchase or agency. 


Wicks Pipe Organ Co, — Aisbiand,Miinois 

















and fell on the ground, and there prayed. 
He wanted the Father’s arms about Him, 
those everlasting arms. But a man never 
stays long in the arms of his Lover... 
“Arise, let us be going; he that betrayeth 
Me is at hand.”’ Into the woods He came, 
from refuge to reality, calm, confident, 
unafraid. “This is the way the Master 
went. Should not the servant tread it 
still?” You are seeking God, you say? 
What is your relation to men? 

Leslie D. Weatherhead in How Can I 
Find God?; Fleming H. Revell Com- 


pany. 


LOVE, THE COMMON DENOMINATOR. 


When I was a small boy in a country 
school, I learned one lesson that has 
stuck to me through all the years. We 
forget a great many things that we learn 
in school, but this I have never forgot- 
ten. After going through the principles 
of addition, subtraction, multiplication, 
and division, I came one day to that 
section of the arithmetic known as com- 
mon fractions, and outstanding was this 
great truth: “To add common fractions, 
one must reduce them to a common de- 
nominator.” You can’t add one-half 
and one-third, without reducing them to 
sixths, and so it is impossible ta add the 
heart of man to the heart of man, heart 
of nation to heart of nation, heart of 
capital to heart of labor; and all the 
hearts that are beating in this harmony 
today without reducing them to a com- 
mon denominator; and the Sermon on 
the Mount and the life and other words 
of Jesus indicate that the only common 
denominator through which humanity 
may be united in one glorious total is the 
love of God as revealed in the life and 
words of Jesus. 

John Lowe Fort in Great Sermons On 
Evangelism; Cokesbury Press. 


POSSESSING THE BIBLE 

The best-selling book in all the world, 
year after year, is the Christian Bible, 
and yet all too few possess the book. A 
little serving-girl was in court one day 
as a witness and was asked by her mis- 
tress’ lawyer whether the family had a 


STEPBYSTp 


NOW every church can 
plan to have a modem 
BEAUTIFUL CHANCEL, 
then develop it only 
as fast as budgets will 
permit. Write for the 
NEW “KUNDTZ” PLAN 
and our brochure of the 
finest church furnishings 
at FACTORY-TO-YOU 
prices. Address Dept.CM 


1gaqd NI ¥3ARN awe 


THE THEODOR KUNDTZ COMPANY 


Bible. “Yes sir,” the maid answered. 
“That’s where we keep newspaper clip- 
pings.” Millions of people who own the 
Holy Scriptures have never possessed 
them. The book lies in lonely dignity 
upon the library table, but it is not “hid- 
den in the heart.” Yet, there is heart 
and help and hope in it for every dis- 
tressed, discouraged, and dependent soul. 
It may even be memorized without being 
possessed. Many hard-pressed souls can 
repeat the twenty-third psalm from 
memory but have never learned to turn 
to those sublime assertions of faith for 
any help in the time of trouble. The 
Sermon on the Mount, the greatest char- 
ter for the human soul that has ever 
broken upon the ears of man, is only a 
name to millions, even of those who call 
themselves Christians. There are mar- 
velous fountains of inspiration and the 
whole ranges of courage and hope in the 
Bible, awaiting the coming of some weary 
soul to claim them. Any spirit can be 
rich who will possess himself of the 
time-tried promises of the Christian 
Bible. 

Roy L. Smith in Suburban Christians; 
Harper & Brothers Publishers. 


A NEGLECTED BOOK 


We are told that the Bible is the best 
seller. No longer is it chained in 
churches, where eager souls crowd to 
have it read to them. On the contrary, 
every home has half a dozen, every hotel 
room has one, every child going off to 
school finds one packed in his trunk, 
every church has scores thrown about 
everywhere—used to prop up the piano 
or to hold a door open!—and the result 
is that the best seller is too often the 
least read. What do you suppose would 
happen if the Bible were utterly lost for 
fifty years, and then were suddenly dis- 
covered? Can you picture how it would 
be hailed—as literature, as ethics, but 
most of all as a spiritual document, trac- 
ing the evolution of the soul of a nation? 
Today the Bible is as commonplace as a 
mother’s love—and as little appreciated! 

John R. Ewers in The Twentieth Cen- 
tury Quarterly. 
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The God of 


Materials Needed—White wrapping pa- 
per, crayons or paints. 
Construction of Object 

1. Cut out a double-faced profile. 
This is done by folding paper in center 
and cutting outline of both faces simul- 
taneously. 

2. Print word JESUS on it. Note— 
do not mark the dotted lines of the 
heart on the object. This is just to give 
YOU the idea in later development. 

3. Print the words ALWAYS and 
NOW on separate pieces of paper. Fold 
all letters back out of sight so only the 
A and N show. 

4. Pin the A over the E in JESUS and 
the N over the middle S, so the word 
spells JANUS. 

THE LESSON 
The Two-Headed Man 

At the Century of Progress, one could 
see the Siamese twins. They were 
grown together, back to back. 

Over in Rome one could see a two- 
headed man in statue form. His name 
was Janus, and he was a pagan god, 
made and worshipped by the Romans. 
He was the god of the New Year. One of 
his faces was old, the other was young. 
One looked backward and the other 
looked forward. 

We all face backward and forward on 
New Year’s Day. 

Janus and January 

From the name of this false god, 
Janus, we got the name of our New 
Year’s month, January. 

Janus on the Throne 

This god had a sceptre in his hand, 
and he sat on a golden throne. Al- 
though both the god and the throne 


All materials needed for the presentation of 
this lesson can be secured from the author for 
15c Address, Arnold Carl Westphal, Salem, 
Ohio, requesting them, sending stamps. 








were false, the whole Roman Empire 
bowed to Janus, the god of the New 
Year. 


The Bible says, “At the name of Jesus, 
every knee will bow and every tongue 
confess.” 

Beginning a New Year 

Perhaps during the past year we have 
been worshipping the false gods, such as 
the god of money, the god of pleasure, 
the god of pride, the god of selfishness, 
etc. Perhaps we have placed these gods 
upon golden thrones in our lives. Now 
welcome to a new year, and we hope 
to begin all over again. 

These false gods have ruled our con- 
duct and have led us astray. We now 
resolve to be different during the com- 
ing year. 

The Trye God 

If you want to live a successful life 
this year, and you have been worship- 
ping false gods, you must first choose the 
one and only true God. (Take off the 
jetters A and N, revealing the name of 
JESUS.) The true God, JESUS, will 
rule you as a king, but love you as a 
Saviour, if you will enthrone Him in 
your life. 


the New Year 


A Visual Lesson for Children, for New Year’s 
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The True Throne 

If you accept Him as your God, you 
must have a new throne, for He does not 
reign upon a golden throne like Janus, 
but His throne is your heart. (Fold ob- 
ject down center and cut out the shape 
of the heart, following the outside dot- 
ted line.) 


The Two Hearts 

When you accept Jesus, you get a new 
heart, so you will have two hearts, one 
with Jesus in it, and the other with the 
old temptations in it. This old heart will 
struggle and cry for the old sinful life. 
(Fold paper again and cut out the inner 
heart, with Jesus in it. 


How to Overcome the Old Heart 

Now that Jesus rules in the throne of 
your heart, you must do something with 
the old heart. You must break up its 
cry. How? (Cut it into two parts, mak- 
ing figure 4.) By serving Jesus. An 
empty heart is a good place for the devil 
to live, so he will try to get in to rule 
that heart. See, here out of this old 
heart I have made the staff of a servant. 


(Turn to page 213) 
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THE COLLECTOR’S PAGE 


Conducted by Raymond W. Albright 

















Finest Editions of Religious 


and Theological Books 


Can We Create A Market For Religious First Editions 


MONG bibliophiles there are 
those who collect excellent bind- 
ings, incunabula, curiosa, first 
editions, and books on particular 
and related subjects. In fact, there is 
no limit to the divising of classifications 
under which collectors may and do 
gather their prizes. There are some first 
editions in which any and all collectors 
would show some interest. Reginald 
Brewer in his latest volume lists 600 of 
these titles which are most sought after. 

It has occurred to me that clergymen 
who are interested in rare books should 
give at least part of their time and in- 
terest to the matter of gathering first 
editions of their favorite theological or 
religious writers. It is very true that 
many theological works never go beyond 
a first edition. On the other hand a 
great many of the best works reach 
numerous editions. Rarely of course are 
the, works of religious writers bound in 
collected sets or rare bindings. Even 
here there are exceptions to the rule in 
the case of Hugh Black, Henry Van 
Dyke, Faber, Gunsaulus and others. 

Not only are other collectors unin- 
terested in religious titles but many of 
them have an aversion for them. Just 
today an amateur collector told me that 
the dealers for whom he collects will 
have nothing to do with his “finds” if 
they have the slightest touch of re- 
ligious content. Certainly these judg- 
ments are at fault. 

What makes a book a collector’s item? 
Its rarity and desirability are the sole 
criterion to the average collector. Oc- 
casionally a lover of Galsworthy or 
Tennyson collects because of sentiment 
and interest. I like to think that the 
number of bibliophiles is constantly in- 
creasing who gather their favorites for 
the sheer love of them. Certainly this 
would be the primary motive for any 
religious collector. And even here it may 
and will happen that numerous works of 
famous religious authors will become 
rare and consequently increase in value. 
The other day I was able to procure a 
first edition of Charles M. Sheldon’s 
In His Steps, the first of its kind I’ve 
seen. I do not know its market value 
but it means quite a great deal to me. 
Of the finer bindings the 1842 edition of 
G. S. Faber on Election with the errata 
list on p. xxv and the fine gold line 
decoration on black calf is a good ex- 
ample. Lange’s Life of Christ even in 
the 1872 edition is comparatively rare 
and this edition appeared almost thirty 
years after the original publication. 

This is probably the place to confess 
that I have a constant longing for books 
related to the life of our Lord and feel 
very happy when I can add a first edi- 


tion to my collection. Certainly the 
recent In the Steps of the Master from 
the hand of H. V. Morton and published 
by Dodd, Mead, and Co., beautifully il- 
lustrated, is a sufficiently fine title for 
any collector to delight in. 

Without attempting to be exhaustive 
I would like to suggest for those who 
will join with me on the quest for good 
“firsts” among the religious and semi- 
religious writers that the following 
should prove among the most reward- 
ing—Rufus Jones, Henry van Dyke, 
Harry Emerson Fosdick, William Ralph 
Inge, Albert Schweitzer, Hugh Black, 
Hendrik van Loon, Harold Lamb, 
Charles R. Brown, W. E. Barton, L. P. 
Jacks, Canon Streeter, Bishop Gore, 
James Moffatt, Charles Jefferson, Lynn 
H. Hough, A. C. McGiffert, etc. I shall 
be pleased to hear your reactions to this 
whole idea of religious ‘firsts’ and 
especially about the authors you think 
should be collected. 

Then, too, there are always the auto- 
graphed and presentation copies. A 
favorite author with the additional at- 
traction of an autograph of a patron 
saint of yours should make some of your 
volumes doubly valuable. Here, too, we 
should mention the rare theological 
works that come down from the earliest 
presses of Europe. Just a few weeks ago 
one of the New York Galleries sold an 
early copy of Erasmus with the auto- 
graph of Martin Luther. Think of such 
a prize! These of course rarely come 
your way. But no one knows what 
rarities may be hiding in your own vicin- 
ity. 

Last month we suggested the search 
for rare Bibles. This indeed is a proper 
field for clergymen who have succumbed 
to the lure of the collecting instinct. 
English Bibles have been very popular 
during the 400th anniversary of the 
Coverdale Bible but many fine early 


German editions may be procured quite , 


reasonably. 


History of Pennsylvania 

Those who collect Americana and 
especially collectors of Pennsylvania 
items cannot ignore the new History of 
Pennsylvania by Dr. Wayland Fuller 


Dunaway, professor of American History | 
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at the Pennsylvania State College. The 
volume is published by Prentice-Hall, 
Inc. and sells for $5.00. There are 
twenty-two chapters and more than 
eight hundred pages, with a complete 
enamel page detail map, giving the most 
complete story of Pennsylvania I have 
seen in a single volume. 


Unusual Stamp Check-List 


Woodrow Maloney of 608 Washington 
St.; Reading, Pa. has just published 
privately a check list of all the stamps 
ever issued by the United States govern- 
ment. The check list is in the form of 
a loose leaf folder and is entitled “Pos- 
tage Stamp Inventory, United States of 
America.” It sells for thirty-five cents. 


Important Art Sales 


From the American Art Association— 
Anderson Galleries of New York have 
just come the announcements that they 
will sell om December 12-14 the Francis 
Shaw collection of American Furniture 
and Decorations. The collection of the 
late Mr. Francis Shaw of Wayland, Mass., 
compares favorably with the American 
antique collections of Bolles, Pendleton, 
Bigelow, and Palmer and contains some 
very interesting low-boys carved by 
Samuel McIntire about 1790-1810 and 
one of the finest examples of early 
American carved wing chairs I have ever 
seen at auction. This offering is an- 
other of the many fine groups of offer- 
ings of the American Art Association— 
Anderson Galleries this season. 


A Real Christmas Gift 


One of the enthusiastic collectors in 
the Church Management family reports 
that a parishioner presented him with a 
Rogers Bible as a Christmas gift. In 


-commemoration of the 400th anniver- 


sary of the translation of the Bible into 
English, Mr. Rogers of Oxford Press has 
printed 200 copies of the King James’ 
version of the Bible in two volumes 13x 
18% inches. Of these only fifty were 
offered for sale in this country and 
one hundred and fifty retained in Great 
Britain. The American consignment 
has already been sold, many of them to 
institutions. Six remained in New York 
and five are now in Detroit. 

The recent catalog of Philip Duschnes, 
New York, lists this magnum opus of 
Bruce Rogers at $265.00. 
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Union periodicals aim to present only con- 
structive truth. hey refrain from contro- 
versial discussion of doctrines which are 
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Christians hold varying views. They are 
thoroughly practical as well as Biblically 
sound. 
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Books and Supplies 


and other religious education mate- 
rials may be ordered from your 
nearest Presbyterian Sales Agency, 
listed below. Nowisthe time to plan 
your spring church school program. 
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A Quiet Hour with George 
Matheson 


The following devotional moments are from a book, “Voices of the Spirit,” of 
George Matheson, distinguished Scottish divine of the past generation. We have 
thought that it might be interesting and helpful to our readers 
to have him lead in this quiet hour 


THE SPIRIT’S GIFT OF COUNSEL 


To one is given by the Spirit the word 
of wisdom. I Cor. XII:8 


“The word of wisdom” is equivalent to 


“the wise word”—the word spoken at the 
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right time. Paul says that the power 
to do this can only come through the 
Spirit of Christ in other words, through 
the sacrifice of my thought of self. How 
true this is! How many of the most 
splendid advices have failed in their 
effect just because before giving them I 
forgot to bury myself. Perhaps I was 
angry; perhaps I was indignant; perhaps 
I was supercilious; perhaps I was secretly 
gratified with the glory of being a men- 
tor. - And so I failed to be a mentor— 
failed for want of the Spirit. My word 
was not wise because it was spoken at 


the wrong time, and it was spoken at 


the wrong time because I did not put 
myself in the place of my brother. I was 
thinking of myself—not of him; there- 
fore I lost the blessedness of the man 
who “bringeth forth his fruit in its 
season.” I brought out my fruit of cor- 
rection in winter when my brother was 
cold; it added to his bitterness and he 
rejected it with scorn. The Spirit would 
have taught me to create the springtime 
first around him, and to speak my word 
of wisdom when the singing of birds had 
come. 


| A Prayer 


Spirit of Christ, help me to speak to 
my brother the word of wise counsel. It 
will never be wise until it is tender, and 


it will never be tender until it is 
prompted by Thee. Teach me that if 
a man be overtaken in a fault I must 
restore him “in the spirit of meekness,” 
considering my own temptation. Enable 
me before I speak to clothe myself in his 
circumstances. Grant me the power to 
place myself in his surroundings, in his 
difficulties, in his struggles. Give me the 
strength to empty myself into his life, 
to say to myself, “Would I have done 
much better if I had been born under 
the same star?” Instead of marvelling 
that he is so bad, help me to see how 
much worse he might have been. Let 
me begin by bearing his burden before I 
Then shall 
my counsel be tender because it shall 
It shall be as Thy voice was 
of old to the victims of their own sin. 
It shall keep back the reproof until the 
ravages of the past be healed; it shall 
say, “Thy’sins be forgiven thee” ere it 
shall consent to say, “Go and sin no 
more.” My word of counsel shall be 


| wise when, all-atoning Love, it is dic- 


tated by Thee. 


THE SPIRIT’S GIFT OF HEALING 


To another the gifts of healing by the 
same Spirit. I Cor XII:9. 


One would think that the Spirit could 
have no connection with the gifts of an 
hospital nurse. The Spirit belongs to 
the sphere of religion; the gifts of nurs- 
ing belong to the sphere of the physician. 
Yes, but the sphere of religion is every- 
where; it includes the sickroom as one 
of its wards. What makes the difference 
between a good and a bad nurse is often 
just the possession of the Spirit. Two 
hands may be equally skilled mechanic- 
ally; yet the touch of the one is sooth- 
ing, the contact of the other is repellent. 
Why is this? It is because the one is 
the hand of the hireling who works to 
make a living; the other is the hand of 
the philanthropist who lives to achieve a 
work. The one is the touch that dis- 
charges an allotted task; the other is 
the contact that feels a kindred pain. 
The one is the helpfulness that is mind- 
ful of favours to come; the other is the 
movement of a perfect self-forgetfulness 
which for the present is only conscious 
of the humanity which it succours. 

A Prayer 

Spirit of Christ Thou whose glory it is 
to give Thy life for the many help those 
whose lot it is to minister to the spirits 
in prison. Help those whose call it is 
to watch by the bed of sickness, to 
smooth the troubled pillow, to solace the 


couch of pain. Teach them that the art 
of ministration is the art of love. One 
day in Thy courts is worth a thousand 
days of mere outward learning; one 
touch of Thy pity is worth a thousand 
rules of mere worldly prudence. Give 
to those who tend the pains of humanity 
a deep sense of humanity itself. Let the 
suffering to which they minister be felt 
as their own suffering. Create within 
them that sympathy which makes sacri- 
fice itself not sacrificial because it makes 
us love our neighbour as ourselves. In- 
spire them with the thought that they 
are members of one body witth those 
whom they succour. Let them feel that 
the limbs which lie racked upon the sick- 
bed are their own limbs, that the eyes 
which watch sleeplessly for the morning 
are their own eyes, that the hands which 
are folded in feebleness are their own 
hands. Then shall they have power, 
Thy power, the power of Thy love. Then 
like Thee they shall bear away the in- 
firmities from others, because like Thee 
they have begun by taking the infirm- 
ities on themselves, for their cross shall 
be the step to their crown and their 
power to suffer shall be their strength to 
heal. 
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Additional Book Reviews 


Handicraft 





Leathercraft for Amateurs, by Eleon- 


ore E. Bang. Beacon Press. $1.00. 


Hand Loom Weaving for Amateurs, 
by Kate Van Cleve. Beacon Press. $1.00. 

In 1930 Boston University decided that 
an opportunity of self expression should 
be given to students, and to teachers 
and social workers in surrounding towns 
through classes conducted in the cre- 
ative crafts. The interest in these crafts 
called for the preparation of a series of 
texts suitable for study. These two vol- 
umes are the first of a series to be is- 
sued by the publisher in cooperation with 
the Fellowcrafters Guild. Each volume 
goes into detail regarding tools and ma- 
terials, each contains a large number 
of hand drawn illustrations. 
be found suitable for classes in these 


various crafts or for those who pursue | 


They will | 









THESE new and different hymnals, rich 
in hymns and tunes of your denomination, 
have speedily won universal acclaim. Unlike 
any others; unique and superior—they vital- 
ize belief into action. See and test them— 
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an individual way with their particular | 


hobbies. H. L. 


Children’s Books 


Carmelita Sings, by -Margaret Loring 
Thomas. Abingdon Press. $1.00. 


Mrs. Thomas, the author of The Bur- 
ro’s Moneybag gives children another 
story. This time the scene is laid in 
Bolivia. The children are given an in- 
teresting introduction to that land and 
its people. 


Glad Days in Galilee, by Marian 
Keith. Abingdon Press. $1.00. 

This is a story of the boyhood of Jesus 
for boys and girls. The author takes 
us into the land and its people. She 
tells us of the games that Jesus prob- 





ably played and the tasks he performed - 


around his father’s carpenter shop. It 
is pleasant fiction based upon Bible fact. 


Blue Bells and Silver Chimes, by Anna 
Theresa McIntyre. Published by the 
author. $1.50. 


This is a volume of verse for children 
and those who love children. Home, 
school, play and other experiences of the 
children enter into the picture. It is at- 
tractive verse and well illustrated by line 
drawings. 


The Emperor of the Ants, by Luigi 
Bertelli. Thomas Y. Crowell Company. 
$1.50. 


This interesting study in the habits of 
the ant has been written in narrative 
form which will delight the child of from 
eight to twelve. It has been translated 
from the Latin by Nicola di Pietro. 


Carlos and Lola, by Phyllis Ayer Sow- 
ers. Thomas Y. Crowell Company. 150 
pages. Illustrated. $1.50. 


This is a child’s book which gives the 
adventures of two children in the Philip- 
pine Islands. We are taken with Carlos 
and Lola to their home, into the rice 
field, and participate in their games. It 
gives a splendid picture of the Philip- 
pines, one which will be enjoyed by 
your children. 


The Stories Jesus Told. The Augsburg 
Pub. House. 25¢. 


This is a booklet of 31 pages containing 
thirty of the Parables Jesus told. 


Other books of this series are The Ser- 
mon on the Mount and Jesus in Prayer. 
It is nicely bound and is a beautiful pres- 
mom to give to someone who loves the 
3ible. 
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Free folder of Hymn Book Purchase Plans 
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bought new: hymn books without touching 
budget income. Get details. Mail the coupon 
TODAY. 
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Adults 


The Lure of the Old Homestead, 
Charles Grant Jordan. Fleming H. 
Revell Company. 286 pages. $2.00. 


The author of The Lure of the Old 
Homestead, Dr. Charles Grant Jordan, 
is a retired Presbyterian minister and 
lecturer. Failing eyesight gave him sur- 
cease from an active life and he availed 
himself of the opportunity to write this 
book. His qualifications for writing such 
a volume consist in the fact that he was 
brought up on a farm, the one, by the 
way, around which the material of this 
book is woven; and by the further fact 
that under his management the old home 
place was developed into one of the fin- 
est stock farms in the state of Pennsyl- 
vania. His familiarity with the details 
of country and village life is evidenced 
in every chapter of the book. 


In The Lure of the Old Homestead he 
goes back to his boyhood days and re- 
creates, with the aid of a very active 
imagination, one frequently feels, the 
conditions under which he grew to man- 
hood. An idea of the character of the 
book may be gained from the following 
titles to chapters‘ “Fun and Frolic On 
the Farm,” “Hog-killing Day,” “Country 
Courting,” “The Country School,” “The 
Country Church,” “The Country Store,” 
“Winter Evenings on the Farm.” The 
reader, especially if he were raised on 
the farm, will have many vivid mem- 
ories awakened as he makes his way 
through this book. It is a refreshing 
experience. C. R. B. 
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Children’s Sermon 

(From page 210) 
_When we begin to serve Jesus, the devil 
won’t have much chance. This is the 
shepherd’s crook, which is the emblem 
of service. God gives the Christian three 
great emblems—the cross, the crook and 
the crown. 


When Are We to Do This 
(Unfold the letter N, and reveal the 


word NOW.) We are to reject JANUS 
and all other false gods, and accept 
JESUS—NOW. 


(Unfold the letter A, and show the 
word ALWAYS.) As we begin to serve 
Jesus NOW, so we are to continue AL- 
WAYS. 


When New Year’s Day comes, as you 
think of Janus and Jesus, make your 
choice between the false and the true 
gods, and pray: 


“Lord Jesus, I long to be perfectly whole, 
I want thee forever to live in my soul, 
Break down every idol, cast out every 
foe, 
Now wash me 
than snow.” 


and I shall be whiter 


I have great respect for the 
semicolon; it is a mighty 
handy little fellow. 


Abraham Lincoln 
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A NEW SERMON HEART VOLUME 


Sermon Hearts 
from The Psalms 


WILLIAM H. LEACH, Editor 








A new sermon heart volume, Sermon Hearts from the 
Psalms, will be published January first. Like its prede- 
cessors, Sermon Hearts and Sermon Hearts from the 
Gospels, it will contain keyed condensations of 150 ser- 
mons by distinguished preachers of the past and the 
present. 

You will find the work of great modern preach- 
ers in this volume. Fosdick, Sockman, Newton, Inge, 
Bruner, Chappell, MacLean, Clausen, Stone, Moffatt, 
Hallesby, Reid and others. 

At the same time you will see a splendid array of the 
preaching of a past generation of great preachers, per- 
haps the greatest age of British preaching, Morrison, 
Maclaren, Robertson, Spurgeon and Brooks. 

Advance orders will now be received and the book 
forwarded as soon as available. ‘The cost will be $2.00 
per copy, postpaid. William H. Leach will autograph 
orders sent us, if that is desired. Many thousands of 
these sermon heart books have been sold in the past few 
years. You will want to possess this latest one in the 
series. 
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Methodist Laymen 
(From page 206) 
Henry J. 
Church 

Charles O. Loucks, Irving Park Church 
Finley H. McAdow, Englewood Church 
W. J. McMillan, Morgan Park Church 
A. G. Shaver, Morgan Park Church 


F. J. Thielbar, Halsted Street Institu- 
tional Church. 


Kuehne, Morgan Park 


Two visitors not voting on the pro- 
nouncement were Mr. Samuel H. Clark 
of the Halsey Street Church, Newark, 
N. J., and Mr. Charles F. Coffin of Cen- 
tral Avenue Church, Indianapolis, Ind. 
It is interesting to note that Mr. Clark 
came to Chicago from Newark by plane 
in order to attend the session on time. 


Following the adoption of the pro- 
nouncement general discussion was en- 
gaged in. The speakers gave hearty ap- 
proval to the purposes of the Conference 
and the results already accomplished, 
and pledged their heartiest support for 
the future. Several taking part are dele- 
gates to the General Conference. The 
advisability of holding a mass meeting of 
Methodist laymen at Columbus, Ohio in 
May, 1936, was discussed. Further plans 
and announcements will be made known 
by the Executive Committee. 

The closing prayer was made by Carl 
F. Keck. It is certain that, as the in- 
fluence of the movement spreads, it will 
help create “renewed emphasis upon the 
spiritual phase of the life and work of 
the Church;” an achievement for which 
all surely can unite in praying and 
working. 

We are publishing this report in de- 
tail because we believe that it has sig- 
nificance. There have been many half- 
true statements made about this organi- 
zation some which have charged that it 
is attempting to throttle freedom of 
speech. We have thought that the actual 
statement of the meeting as it comes 
from the secretary would do more to 
tell the truth about the organization and 
its purposes than any other one thing. 

This layman’s movement will probably 
spread to other denominations. Already 
there is talk in several groups regarding 
such organizations. To our mind it can- 
not but be helpful. It will furnish the 
incentive for clear thinking and accurate 
statements in social attitudes. Too much 
freedom has, many times, caused good 
intentioned people to swing farther to 
the left than their better sense would 
dictate. 





Make Your Own 
Slides on Your 
Typewriter—use— 
/t RADIO-MATS 
fam Write for free sampies 
RADIO-MAT SLIDE 
co., INC 


1819 Broadway 
Dept. 
New York, N. Y- 


Talk from your sereen 
With your quickly 
siners 
MES 
50 RADIO MATS 


WHITE, AMBER or 
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Accept no substitute. 
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“A man must live!” We justify 
Low shift and trick, to treason high; 
A little vote for a little gold, 
Or a whole senate bought and sold, 
With this self-evident reply— 

“A man must live!” 


But is it so? Pray tell me why 

Life at such a cost you have to buy. 

In what religion were you told 

A man must live? 

There are times when a man must die! 

There are times when a man will die! 

Imagine for a battle-cry 

From soldiers with a sword to hold, 

From soldiers with a flag unfurled, 

This coward’s whine, this liar’s lie, 
“A man must live!” 


The Savior did not “live!’’ 
He died! 
But in his death was life— 
Life for himself and all mankind! 
He found his life by losing it! 
And we, being crucified 
Afresh with him, may find 
Life in the cup of death, 
And, drinking it, 
Win life forever more. 


—Author Unknown. 


i MAN must live.” How often we 
A hear this expression. It covers 
the sins of the multitude. It 
comes generally as an excuse for the sin 
of indulgence and greed. The skinflint 
of life always says: “A man must live.” 
The man who always demands his full 
share says: “A man must live.” If he 
is asked to give to the church he makes 
the smallest possible contribution, and 
adds: “You know, a man must live.” If 
asked to support some worthy cause, he 
says: “I’d love to but a man must live.” 
If it is pointed out that he might be 
able to give more since he spends so 
much for this thing or that thing, he re- 
plies, “I know, what do you expect, a 
man must live.” 

This same alibi is used also by the 
man who gets his money in a shady 
way. “It isn’t exactly the way I’d like 
to do it, but a man must live.” The man 
who is in some questionable business 
bolsters the evil thing by saying, “I sup- 
pose there are better things I might do, 
but a man must live.” The thief an- 
Swers you, “O yeah! Well, a guy’s gotta 
live.” The street queen covers her sin 
by saying, “What else ya gonna do? A 
person’s gotta live.” 

“But is it so? Pray tell me why 
What Price Living? 

Life at such a cost you have to buy?” 

Must a man live at the cost of his life? 





*Pastor, Baptist Church, Wilkinsburg, Pennsyl- 
ania, 


A Man Must Die 


Sermon By Orva Lee Ice* 


At the cost of his self-respect? At the 
cost of his respectability? At the cost 
of those things that make life worth the 
living? Kindness? Charity? Useful- 
ness? A man must live, but how must 
he live? Like Judas? Like Shylock? 
Dracula? Must a man’s soul die that 
his body might live? Although a man 
might win the empty plaudits of the 
crowd and get a silly decoration in the 
race of life, the cost of such empty vic- 
tory is too great. 

The often-told story of the Mississippi 
regatta between two river boats is to the 
point. The race was demanding all the 
rusty boilers could give. One of the 
boats was carrying a cargo of hams. 
It was being outstripped by its rival 
when it was discovered that by stoking 
the fire with a good fat ham they could 
spurt ahead. The story is that the boat 
with the hams won the race. The truth 
is that the boat without the hams won 
the race for at the finish line the cargo 
of hams was all used up. It was an 
empty boat and an empty victory. The 
price was too great. 

“A man must live.” It is possible for 
one to take that as his life’s shibboleth 
and yet lose his life. 


“Imagine for a battle cry 
From soldiers with a sword to hold, 
From soldiers with a flag unfurled, 
The coward’s whine, the liar’s lie, 
‘A man must live.’” 


No nation could endure with such an 
army. No truth could be upheld with. 
such support. No life of honor or re- 
spect, or esteem can be lived with such 
an attitude. Imagine a man escaping 
from the fire and shell of Gettysburg 
whining, “A man must live.” Running 
for his life, he goes. Back to his wife, 
a fugitive. Hidden in a cabin in the deep 
woods. His food carried to him in the 
dead of night. Not daring to go out like 
a man. Shunned by the neighbors. For- 
saken by his sons who grow up to defend 
a lie with never his name on their lips. 
Despised by his slattern wife. Is such a 
man living? 

Imagine a mother with such a motto. 
A life-guard. A fireman. A_ doctor. 
A Christian! 

“This coward’s whine, this liar’s lie, 

‘A man must live.’ ” 
Must Give Our Lives 

And such it is: A lie, and a cheat. 
The fact is we are giving our lives all the 
time. We can’t help it. Every bauble, 
every toy, every gee-gaw costs. I am 
giving my life every day. Like a candle, 
a light, I am being used up. For what 
end? I am paying out good red blood, 
rich, strong life, healthy nerve, and 
sinew, over the counters of the world, 
and for what? I have so many minutes 
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For Church, 
Church 
School and 
Junior 
Schools 


Great Hymunals 


Long tested by leading churches. These books, 
unique in plan and scope, have more than met 
every musical need of church and school. Ex- 
clusive new tarnish-proof lacquered binding pre- 
serves luster of gold stamping and prevents 
premature cover wear. 


For the Church—‘‘Inter-Church Hymnal,” $75.00 
=e not prepaid. Single copy, $1.00, post- 
paid. 

For Church Schools—‘‘American Church and 
Church School Hymnal,’”’ $55.00 per 100, not pre- 
paid. Single copy, 70c, postpaid. Orchestrated. 
For Junior Schools—‘‘American Junior Church 
School Hymnal,’’ 224 pages. $40.00 per 100, not 
prepaid. 

Mail coupon for sample copies and 
new free finance plans 


‘Biglow-Main-Excell Co. 


5709 - AC West Lake Street — Chicago 


Send returnable samples and Free finance plan. 
Inter-Church Hymnal. 

{]American Church and Church School Hymnal. 

(JAmerican Junior Churen School Hymnal. 
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Freshen Up 
Your Bulletin! 


NEW set of changeable letters 

will do wonders for your old 
bulletin—you can paint the back- 
ground yourself, and make your mes- 
sage stand out as it did when your 
bulletin was new. 





|i Our letter equipment will fit most 
types of bulletins—each letter litho- 
graphed in white on black steel back- 
ground—durable, convenient. 
New sign panels to fit your old 
cabinet can be furnished in any 
desired size at small cost. Or 


you can build your own cabinet 
from our free blue prints and 


have a complete new bulletin 
at a great saving. Write for H 
information. 


H. E. Winters Specialty Co. 


Dept. 18—30814 East 4th Street 
Davenport, lowa 
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C/pecial 
Mid-Year 
OFFER... 


That you may know 
the service offered by the 
Guild of Inspirational 
Drama we are making 
the following get ac- 
quainted offer. Check 
five plays in the list be- 
low. Send it to us with 
remittance for $1.50. 
We will send you suf- 
ficient copies of each 
play for members of the 
speaking parts. 

_] The Coming of Light 


(Bible Anniversary). 
You will receive 6 copies. 


(] Friends of Job 
(Biblical). You will re- 
ceive 5 copies. 

] Days to Come 
Dedication of Youth. 
You will receive 5 copies. 


[] Jewels of Cornelia 
Mother’s Day. You will 
receive 7 copies. 

[] Curse o’ God 
Tolerance. You will re- 
ceive 4 copies. 

[] One Christmas Eve. 
Christmas. You will re- 
ceive 6 copies. 

[] The Prince of Peace 
War at Christmas. You 
will receive 4 copies. 

_] The Play’s the Thing 
Biblical and Modern. 
You will receive 6 copies. 

[] Craftsman of Galilee 
Jesus the Worker. You 
will receive 5 copies. 

"| The Widow’s Mite 
Stewardship and Biblical. 
You will receive 3 copies. 


» 


Guild of Inspirational 
Drama 


404 Auditorium Building ” 
Cleveland, Ohio 
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to live, I have so much strength to 
give. There is only so much coin in the 
purse of life for me. For what am I 
paying it out? 

You see, the truth really is, a man 
must die! His strength is going out all 
the time. Ought not a man to deter- 
mine, once and for all, that he gain a 
worthy prize for all his giving out of 
life? 

“Tis not life’s going hurts my days 

But that it went in little ways.” 
That it went for little things, worthless 
things, temporal things. It is for man to 
stand up within his soul and say: I am 
paying out good life. I demand worth- 


| while returns. 


It is true that a man gives liberally 
to the things in which he believes. A 
man believes strongly in life insurance. 


| He gives to that faith fifty dollars a 
| month. Life insurance is a good thing. 


It is undoubtedly one of life’s goods. 
Still it is not life insurance. A man has 
a good job. He gives liberally to that— 
his time, Sundays, overtime. “A man 
must live.” And yet, life “is more than 
meat and the body than raiment.” A 
man will give liberally for an automobile. 
It costs him in payments forty dollars a 
month. How he sacrifices for that. He 
believes in that. A man believes in his 
country. He will give his life for it. 
“There are times when a man will 
die.”’ 

I think of those soldiers of Japan. I 
think of their devotion to their country. 
At Shanghai the Japanese were unable 
to break the barbed wire entanglements. 
Three soldiers wrapped themselves in 
dynamite and crept forward to the lines 
of the Chinese, and there exploded them- 
selves. They counted not their lives as 


| dear to themselves as their faith. They 


would not stop to count the cost. No 


| matter what happened to them _ the 
| cause in which they believed was of 


more importance. 


I wonder now, do we believe that much 
in Christianity? Not that much. 

Our religion costs us so little. We have 
such cheap experiences. We make no 
great sacrifice for our church. We give 
out of our abundance, out of what is left 
after we take all we want for ourselves. 
We do not give to our church as we do 
to life insurance. We do not give to our 
church as we do to the automobile 
industry, as we do for our own pleasures. 
We are simply proceeding on the basis 
that: A man must live. 

Dying to Live 

Imagine the Savior saying: A man 

must live. 


“The Savior did not live! 

He died. ; 

But in his death was life— 

Life for himself and all mankind! 
He found his life by losing it! 

And we being crucified 


Afresh with him, may find 
Life in the cup of death, 
And, drinking it, 

Win life forever more.” 


“A man must die.” It is inevitable. 
A man is dying. But a man need not 
die eternally. Man “may find life in the 
cup of death, and, drinking it, win life 
forever more.” It is the kernel of wheat 
all over again. If a corn of wheat try 
to save its life, if it could say a corn 
of wheat must live, it abideth alone, but 
if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit. 

And now I give my text. It is a para- 
phrase: He that keepeth his life shall 
lose it, and he that giveth his life in this 
world shall keep it unto life eternal— 
John 12: 25. He that orders out his life 
on the basis that a man must live, loses 
his life. He that says, a man must make 
a life, liveth forever. 

A man must die for some eternal thing 
if a man would live. Jesus did. 


SCIENTISTS HAVE FAITH IN GOD 


Some of the traditional conceptions of 
God are “dissolving in doubt,” but many 
of those explorers of the universe whose 
scientific conclusions do most to shatter 
credulity find their own faith quickened 
at their discoveries. Dr. Robert A. Mil- 
likan, our best known American scientist, 
not only affirms that “everyone who re- 
flects at all believes in one way or an- 
other in God,” but he adds, “It is to me 
unthinkable that a real atheist should 
exist at all.” Again he says: “I can 
bring the evidence strictly up to date by 
asking you to name the dozen most out- 
standing scientists in America today, and 
then showing you that the great major- 
ity of them will bear emphatic testi- 
mony, not only to the complete lack of 
antagonism between the fields of science 
and religion, but to their own funda- 
mental religious convictions.” 

James H. Franklin in The Never Fail- 
ing Light. Missionary Education Move- 
ment. 


BARREN EXISTENCE 


At bottom, what we really want is not 
to get something but to be devoted to 
something. How many samples we have 
had of what life is like when devoted 
to nothing! There is no final comfort 
in it. A prominent head of a great mu- 
seum once made this sad observation: 
“In all the work I am trying to do in 
the city where live, I meet so many 
younger ond older men who are simply 
neutral—neither hot nor cold, without 
intense convictions or enthusiasms.” 
Some day life finds out people like that. 
An unsettling experience taxes their en- 
durance and they learn that they have 
no interest from which comfort can 
come. They are like Old Mother Hub- 
bard of the nursery rhyme, who 

“" . . went to the cupboard 

To get the poor dog a bone, 

But when she got there 

The cupboard was bare; 

And so the poor dog had none.” 
An undevoted life is a barren and com- 
fortless existence. 


Robert Russell Wicks in The Reason 
For Living. Charles Scribner’s Sons. 
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IJ n the February 
Church Management 


The Churches Can’t Go Red 
By William H. Leach 


Some of the ties, economic and social which bind the 

churches to the old order. 
The Avenues Which Lead to God 

By T. Z. Koo 

The distinguished Chinese scholar gives a timely sermon. 
Taking Up the Slack 

By Mike Elliot 

How Dr. Erdman Smith builds his church program. 


Motion Pictures for the Church 
By Dorothy Fritsch Bortz 


A study in film sources. 











The Lenten Prayer Guide 
By Neil Crawford 
A New Approach to Lenten Devotions. 


Many Other Features ‘CHURCH WORLD PRESS, Inc. 


Make Sure That You Have Each Issue in 1936 Actiteson Suliding Cleveland, Otte 
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Reco nition “Bond 
($25%) First Presbyterian Church ($25%) am LYZ 
Clateeville, Oto Ne eee 


[ssued to 


SESE | RECOGNITION 
aa : BONDS 


Of course it is not a bond, at all; 
it is a receipt for a contribution. But 
in addition to being a receipt it is a 
pledge on the part of the church for honest stewardship. 


If you need money for special objects, outside of the regular church 
budget consider issuing these. Contributors will appreciate them; classes 
may have them framed and hung in the class rooms to show the amounts 
of their contributions. 


Used in connection with Loyalty Stamps they are most effective. Ten 
stamp books filled buy one $25.00 bond. 


Best of all, they are inexpensive. We shall be glad to consider your 
problem and advise how these bonds may help. No obligation for mail 
consultation. Prices and samples upon request. 


CHURCH WORLD PRESS, INC. AUDITORIUM BUILDING CLEVELAND, OHIO. 
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| r Christmas Service 


demands the beauty and 
given us by the masters of sacred 
music. Chorales of Bach, anthems 
of Gounod, Stainer, Abt, and others, 
—all of these may be found in the 
volumes of the Choir Library of 
Standard Anthems. 

Prices are low enough to meet any 
church budget. Announcement on 
request. 


sincerity 


x 

THE CHOIR LIBRARY, Inc. 
WEST LAFAYETTE, INDIANA 

“Church Management’’ ) 


(Please mention 











MOTION PICTURES 


For Your Church 
16mm and 35mm SILENT and SOUND 


cx > RR a ing 


PROJECTORS OF ALL KINDS FUR- 
NISHED WITH NO CASH PAYMENT 
IF YOU BOOK YOUR PICTURES 
FROM US 
16 Years Serving the Churches 
Send for FREE Catalogue— 


IDEAL PICTURES CORP. 
30 East 8th Street CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


CHURCH FURNITURE 


DIRECT FACTORY PRICES 


Pews, Pulpits, Pulpit Chairs, Communion 
Tables, Altar Vases, Altar Crosses, Baptismal 
Fonts, Sunday School Furniture. We allow 
for or sell your old equipment. 


Catalogue and details ow request. 


REDINGTON CO. Dept.B SCRANTON, PA 





















HURCH FURNITURE 
Everything for Church and Sunday School 
use. From Factory to You. Fine catalog free. 


DeMoulin Bres. & Co. 
1163 South 4th St., Goconviie, iineie 











MOVIE EQUIPMENT. Complete 
Stock. New and Faetory Rebuilt 
Moving Picture Machines, Sound 
Equipment, Sereens, Booths, Opera 
Chairs, Spotlights, Stereopticons, 
Film Cabinets, Portable Projectors, 
" . Cameras, Generator Sets, 
Reflecting Arc Lamps, Carbons, 
eae Mazda Lamps and Syne. 
Send for Free Catalogue “‘G 


MOVIE SUPPLY CO., LTD. 
844 So. Wabash Ave., Chicago 














HENRY KECK 


Stained Glass Studios 


1010 W. Genesee"St. 
—, 
We make all types of stained glass windows 
{ for churches. Original designs. 
Send for quotations. 


Syracuse, N. Y. 





GOWNS 
MODERATELY PRICED 


LIWEST QUALITV MATERIALS 


WRITE FOR SA/TPLE , 7 


BON C 
E.R.MOORE CO.%& 
932 DAKIN ST. crucaGe. ILL. 


LPT 





| A. Ralph Lynn, 


| Good condition. 




















Classified For Sale and Exchange 





The Market Place for Men, Ideas, Church Supplies and Service 





Rate for Advertisements inserted in this Department: 
Five cents per word; minimum charge, 75 cents 


Address Classified Department 


Forms close 5th of month preceding 
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Illustrated Drama Sermons. 100 talking pic- 
tures, applied religiously. ‘‘Green Pastures,” 
“Man Who Played God,” ‘Ten Command- 
ments,’”’ “A Fool There Was,’ etc. Illustrated 
travelogues: All our National Parks. Wash- 
ington, Alaska, Paris, Italy, Switzerland, Scot- 
land, Rhine, Holland. Illustrated Great Men: 
Franklin, Lincoln, Washington. Life of Christ. 
Fine sets: Watch Night, New Year’s, Lincoln 
Sunday, Washington Sunday, Palm Sunday, 
Easter, Good Friday, Mother’s Day. Mag- 
nificent coloring. Typewritten lectures. List 
free. Dr. Henry Rose, Haverhill, Mass. 





revised edition, of 
Address 


Wanted: Used Hymnals, 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A 
Rochester, Minnesota. 


Cutaway coat and vest for sale. Size 36. 
Ten Dollars. Paul Vincent, 
Mason City, Illinois. 








For Sale: The works of Edward Bulwer-Lyt- 
ton, 30 Vols., $15.00. Alexander Dumas, 30 Vols., 
$15.00; Wm. M. Thackeray, 19 Vols., $9.00; 
Rudyard Kipling, 3 Vols., $2.00; Charles Dick- 
ens, 35 Vols., $17.00. Good as new. Unused. 
All together, $50.00. Ivan R. Mills, Adair, 
Iowa. 

Unused Shelf Worn Books: “The Word of 
God and the Word of Man,” Barth, 35c; ‘‘Ten 
Burning Questions,” Riley, 50c; ‘Jesus Christ 
or Christianity,” Page, 50c; “How to Prepare 
an Expository Sermon,’”’ Knott, 35c; ““The New 
Church and the New Germany,” McFarland, 
60c; “Our Slumbering World,’’ Noble, 40c; ‘‘The 
Better Part,’ Powell, 50c; ‘‘SSermons for Re- 
viving,’”’ Banks, 25c. Books sent postpaid to 
first person ordering. Remittances returned to 





others. Church World Press, Inc., Auditorium 
Building, Cleveland, Ohio. 

“Five Crises in the Life of Jesus, and The 
Greatest Question in the World’—the most 


popular series of stereopticon sermons ever of- 
fered for rental They attract crowds. They 
help mightily. Inexpensive. Exceptionally ef- 
fective immediately following Christmas. Stock 
limited. Secure dates quickly. The New Idea 
Service System, 1343 W. Wisconsin Ave., Mil- 
waukee, ‘Wisconsin. 


Christ Victorious by P. C. Herbert. This is 
a thirty-eight page study in the Book of Revela- 
tion. It takes the Bible book out of the realm 
of the fantastic, giving the historic, sensible in- 
terpretation in a language your laymen can 
understand. Postpaid, 25c per copy. Church 
World Press, Inc., Auditorium Building, Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 


Marriage and Sexual Harmony, by Oliver M 
Butterfield. Sound, simple, practical, definite 
and detailed information about the sex rela- 
tionship in marriage. A valuable booklet to 
place in the hands of youth contemplating mar- 
riage. Recommended by doctors, ministers and 
educators. Fifty cents, postpaid. Church 
World Press, Inc., Auditorium Bldg., Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

“The World’s Greatest Passion Play,” depict- 
ing the entire Story of the life of CHRIST. 
This Crowning Achievement is more elaborate 
than the OBERAMMERGAU Stage Play, com- 
plete story in 5 reels. (NEW) 16 MM. Safety 
Film. Religious! Soul-Stirring! Heart-Reaching! 
Rent or Purchase. Write—Hemenway Film Co., 
37 Church St., Becton, Mass. 

Stereopticon | Slides: Sermons - — Lectures — 
Stories! Seeking the Lost; Prodigal Son; What 
Think Ye of Christ? Yellowstone Park; David 
Livingstone; Abraham Lincoln; Ben Hur; Other 
Wise Man; In His Steps; Sign of the Cross; 
Her Mother’s Bible; One of His Jewels; Pilgrim’s 
Progress; Passion Play; Boy Scouts; Esther; The 
Man Without a Country. Any song you desire. 
Slides made to order. Christmas and Easter 





specials. Postal card brings complete list. 
Standard Slide Bureau, Oberlin, Ohio. 
Marriage " Certificates—Wedding 1 Books. Sam- 


ples sent upon request. Ask for new catalog 
just out, make your selection, return the sam- 





ples, or keep them at 25% discount. Paragon 
Publishing Co., Lexington, Kentucky. 
How to Make the Church Go. An _ early 


Leach book. We can use several good copies 
that are in good condition. 60c each. Church 
World Press, Inc., Auditorium Building, Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 





Mating (The place of sex in Marriage) “25c; 
Making the House a Home (Social and Religious 
adjustments) 25c. Booklets prepared to help 
pastors in their pre-marriage ministry. Both 
together in gift box, 50c. Send silver, money 
order, or check. Lake Erie Press, 2130 Belle 
Avenue, Lakewood, Ohio. 





x Church Wecen’ Exchenge 








Does Your Church Need a Business Manager? 
outstanding church 
Box ‘“L” 


Experienced executive of 
will be available for new connection. 
—Church Management. 














| H. S. BROWN, Inc. 


6 North Michigan Ave., Chicago, Ill. 
Complete selection of Motion Pic- 
tures in 16mm and 35mm for Reli- 
gious Education and Entertainment. 


Please send for free literature 

























INDIVIDUAL 
COMMUNION SERVICE 


Send for Folder and SPFCIAL 
OFFER at Jow prices. Tray and 
36 gia-ses $6 50up. Glasses $!.00 dozen. Outfits in Alumi- 
num, Chromium Plate, Silver Plate, Polisheu Wood, etc 
Coll-ction and Bread Plates. Pastor’s Sick Outfics, ete. 


Thomas Communion Service Co. Box 540 Lima, Ohio 








HAMMERMILL 20 Lb. BOND LETTERHEADS AND ENVELOPES 





Printed to Your Order, Neatly Boxed, Prompt and Postpaid 





anteed. Send for Samples. BE SATISFIED. 


JUST RIGHT 
STATIONERY 





i 100 250 500 1000 
Letterheads, 20 Ib. Bond White or Colors, any size__________ $1.00 $1.75 $2.50 $4.00 
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MR. ROCKEFELLER’S LETTER 
To the Northern Baptist Convention 


Gentlemen: 


Some months ago I sent you my con- 
tribution for the current fiscal year, and, 
in so doing, stated that it would be my 
final annual gift to the unified budget 
of the Northern Baptist Convention. 
Hereafter, such sums as I may donate 
to general religious work, it is my pres- 
ent thought to contribute to specific proj- 
ects, chiefly interdenominational or non- 
denominational in character, which in- 
terpret the Christian task in the light of 
present day needs and which are based 
not so much on denominational affilia- 
tion as on broad, forward-looking princi- 
ples of cooperation. Any of your specific 
undertakings, either in the home or for- 
eign field, that fall within this category 
I shall be glad to have presented for 
consideration along with other enter- 
prises. 

After so many years of cooperation 


| with your organization I naturally regret 
| taking this action, the more so because, 


following in the footsteps of my father, 
I have always been identified with the 
Baptist Denomination, working with and 
supporting its various organizations. I 
believe in denominations—insofar as they 
make necessary provision for individual 
variation in religious experience. I 
recognize the significance, the beauty, 
and the helpfulness of ritual and creed 
as developed by different denominational 
groups. What gives me pause is the 
tendency inherent in denominations to 
emphasize the form instead of the sub- 
stance, the denominational peculiarity 
instead of the oneness of Christian pur- 
pose. I have long felt that this denom- 
inational emphasis is a divisive force 
in the progress of organized Christian 
work and an obstacle to the development 
of the spirit and life of Christ among 
men. My faith is increasingly centered 
on the few fundamental principles of 
Christ’s life and teaching as set forth in 
the Four Gospels. I believe these prin- 
ciples can be applied with practical vis- 
ion and spiritual power. 

If the Church is to go forward, if it is 
to hold the young people of today who, 


| generally speaking, are not greatly con- 


cerned about denominational distinctions 
and have a decreasing interest in sectar- 
ian missions and if their support of its 


| activities is to replace that of older giv- 
' ers who pass on, these denominational 
| distinctions are bound to fade in the for- 


ward movement of a great united Church 
open to all who seek to follow Christ and 
to find in Him the abundant life. Such 
a Church will, I believe, meet the needs 


| of young people and enlist their support 


of its missions at home and abroad. We 


| of the older generation should not dis- 
| courage them or be instrumental in les- 


sening their interest by passing on the 
divisive elements of our present day re- 


| ligion. Rather should we work with them 
' in relegating the non-essentials to a 


place of secondary importance and stand 
with them for the fundamentals of 
Christian unity, feeling confident that on 
such a foundation they will rear a 
Church far better adapted to the re- 
quirements of their day and generation 


| than any we could build for them. 


Relating this statement of my personal 
view and interest to present general 


| trends, I am sure you will understand the 





action which I have taken. It does’ not 


| indicate any lessening of my interest in 


religion and the Christian Church. On 
the contrary, it springs from a deeper 
and growing desire to encourage and 
further those united and non-sectarian 
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activities and agencies which emphasize 
above all else unity in Christian serv- 
ice, love for God as He is revealed in 
Christ and His living spirit, and the vital 
translation of this love into Christ-like 
living. I am therefore seeking to use 
such influence as I have in emphasizing 
the basic truths common to all denom- 
inations, in lowering denominational 
barriers and in promoting effective co- 
operation among Christians of whatever 
Creed. Definitely to support such co- 
operative movements seems to be the 
next step for me to take in that direc- 
tion. 

Lest this explanation of my position 
be construed as a criticism of any who 
think differently, let me hasten to say 
that I concede to others the same right 
to freedom of thought and action that 
I cherish for myself. The Baptist De- 
nomination was founded upon principles 
of religious tolerance and freedom that 
permit the fullest cooperation with all 
groups in sharing the Christian experi- 
ence and teaching. I am simply acting 
in accordance with the principles of that 
denomination with which I have all my 
life been so happily associated. 

With the assurance of my deep ap- 
preciation of the consecrated, devoted 
service which the officers of your organi- 
zation and the many organizations which 
it represents have rendered through the 
years, I am, 


Very sincerely, 
John D. Rockefeller, Jr. 


BOOKS FOR THE MOUNTAIN 
CHILDREN 


Editor: Church Management— 

I would like to ask you to open your 
column to a somewhat unusual appeal— 
an appeal for children’s books. 

Down in the isolated mountain centers 
of the Cumberlands, where I believe 
without question are the most neglected 
children of America today, there is need 
not only for food and clothing, but books. 

The Save the Children Fund is striv- 
ing this winter to provide hot meals in 
the rural schools for some 20,000 hungry 
children, shoes so that they can get to 
school through the snow and cold—and 
books. 

The appeal which I am making now 
is for books only. I wish you could know 
the heart hunger of these mountain 
youngsters for reading and the joy a 
book brings to a remote mountain cabin. 
It amazes anyone who visits the South- 
ern highlands, as I have, to see the 
yearning of these young people for 
something good to read, a natural and 
wholesome out-reaching for knowledge 
of the great world. Does it not reflect 
the pioneer American stock from which 
these children came? They represent 
the purest Anglo-Saxon breed in Amer- 
ica. Many of their ancestors fought with 
Washington and the Continental army 
generals. 

One hundred and fifty years has seen 
commerce and progress march by and 
leave these mountain families desperate- 
ly poor. Certainly the children are 





worth not only nourishment in body, but 
in mind and spirit. It is good to witness 
the pure joy with which they receive 
the books sent to them as though they 
were a gift of gold. 

Not only do I feel that many of your 
readers would be glad to send some chil- 
dren’s and young people’s books, but I 
feel that reviewers in the editorial field 
might like to send along the children’s 
books which come to them from the pub- 
lishers. 

Now a very practical word: the place 
to send the books is the Save the Chil- 
dren Fund, 309 Market Street, Knox- 
ville, Tennessee. 

With appreciation for any response to 
this suggestion, I am 

Guy Emery Shipler, 
New York City. 


CHURCH PROFITS FROM 
MEMORIAL IDEA 

The Highland Presbyterian Church of 
Denver, Colorado, has recently issued a 
booklet in commemoration of its 45th 
anniversary. One page is devoted to an 
appeal for donations for memorials. 
The list suggested is as follows: 


Suitable Memorials 

Visitors’ Register—$2.50 

Pulpit Cloth—$5.00 

A Pulpit Bible—$7.50 to $50.00 

Bibles for Pews—$55.00 

Church Hymn Board—$15.00 to $40.00 

Outside Bulletin Board, Dluminated— 
$85.00 to $200.00 

Baptismal Font—$100.00 to $500.00 

Christian and American Flags—$15.00 to 
$67.50 

Pew Cushions—$250.00 

Piano—$300.00 

New Illuminating System—$1,000.00 

Chairs, Tables, Rugs and Other Fur- 
nishings for New Plant 

Outside Electric Neon Sign—$1,500.00 

Air-conditioning System for Church and 
Sunday School—$1,800.00 

Pipe Organ—$2,000.00 

Manse—$5,000.00 

A Larger Church Building—$15,000.00 

Daily Vacation Bible School Endow- 
ments 

Young People’s Summer Camp Scholar- 
ships. 


MEN’S CLASS DECORATES ROOMS 

The Asbury Men’s Class of the Asbury 
Methodist Episcopal Church of Tarry- 
town, New York, conceived and put 
into operation a rather unique way of 
raising two hundred dollars to decorate 
the Sunday School rooms. Diagrams of 
the walls of the various class rooms were 
made, in scale, and hung in the entry 
of the church. Each of the charts was 
divided into little squares. The total of 
the squares at five cents each would 
equal the amount sought. Then these 
squares were offered for sale. 

As they were sold the name of the 
buyer was written in each square. Some 
of the children took individual squares. 
Adults usually purchased a block of them 
at one time. One of the women’s or- 
ganizations of the church took twenty 
dollars worth or four hundred squares. 
After a few weeks the entire amount 
sought had been raised. 

The money was used to purchase ma- 
terials and the men, themselves, did the 
work, finishing the walls, ceilings, and 
other parts of the interiors. New light 
bulbs were installed. Chair rails were 
placed around the room and quite a re- 
novation took place. Yet the total finan- 
cing was made possible through use of 
the charts and squares. 
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The Test of Spiritual Health 


ASS by the annual membership reports. Forget 

p the total amount of money raised. If you wish 

to learn the spiritual health of any church, 
study the inner circle. 

Church membership, today, has come to be a 
rather indefinite thing. Every church numbers 
among those who have taken the vows of member- 
ship, some who are irregular in attendance and but 
occasional contributors. But every church, also, has 
an inner group of loyal folk. This is the group 
which does most of the work, pays most of the bills 
and can be counted on to assume most of the re- 
sponsibility. The health of the church depends 
upon that group. 

Is it growing larger? Are you able to see a 
larger loyal group year after year. Even though 
the growth is not fast, if you can see the circle en- 
larging, it means spiritual health. Is the inner 
circle growing smaller, year after year? That is 
a serious matter. That means death. It is slow 
rot and decay. 

My impression is that in most of our churches, 
the inner circle has been growing smaller during 
the past two decades. Certainly the average mem- 
bership attendance at church services is less than 
it was. Iam not old as years go, yet I can remem- 
ber when the average church could have well 
attended evening services. I can recall when we 
could count on a sixty to seventy-five percent 
attendance at the morning services. Mr. Babson, 
chairman of a survey committee in the Congrega- 
tional Fellowship, reports that the average Sunday 
attendance of membership today is but twenty-five 
per cent. The inner circle of attendance is evi- 
dently growing smaller. 

Because of the tremendous personal losses dur- 
ing the past six years, it probably is not fair to 
draw a similar argument from church giving. It 
is true that the average church budget in 1934 was 
but 58% of what it was in 1928. But the real 
tragedy in the situation, so far as this inner circle 
is concerned is that, not alone, has the size of con- 
tributions been decreasing, but the number of 
givers is decreasing. That is a serious considera- 
tion. Manufacturers of church envelopes show that 
churches have been reducing the number of units 
ordered for their work. Another, and a mighty 
serious consideration, is that while there is, in 1935, 
some evidence of a recovery in local church finance, 
the line of benevolent giving is still going down. 
Benevolent giving comes from the inner circle. 

Why not analyze your own church to see how 
many of your members can be included in the inner 
circle? Next seek out some method of bringing 
others in. Forget plans of ingathering for a season 
and put the evangelistic energy at work in an effort 
to build understanding and loyalty in your own 
membership. It will probably require a new tech- 
nique. You can’t go to a man and say, “You now 
are outside this inner circle, won’t you come in.” 
Rather the effort must be a confidential approach 
on the part of the spiritual board which, probably, 
is to be found within the inner circle. 


It will have to be a study of individual instances 
and cases. Endeavor to find out why John Smith, 
having joined the church, failed to keep his interest 
and his loyalty. Find out why Mrs. John Doe has 
lost her interest and stays away. Don’t assume 
that every instance can be explained on the ground 
of human depravity. Once in a while the church, 
the church board, or the preacher may be to blame. 
Seek to make an intelligent, psychological approach 
to the subject. 

One reason the inner circle has been growing 
smaller is that we have builded our church pro- 
grams to satisfy a narrow group rather than to en- 
large the inner circle. Sermons have been preached 
to please the inner circle. The minister has made 
his social calls on those in the inner circle. The 
literature of the church has been written in the 
language of the inner circle. Our church school 
material has been prepared for those in the inner 
circle. It has reached a point of spiritual inbreed- 
ing where those in the inner circle speak a lan- 
guage not understood by those outside. 

The local churches have done better than de- 
nominational agencies have in this respect. Most 
churches have builded mailing lists so that im- 
portant announcements can be sent to all members. 
Some of them have organized on the group plan 
as advocated by the Vanward Plan, and are secur- 
ing the benefits of this method of cultivation. But 
so far as this writer knows, denominational boards 
are still preparing their publicity on the assumption 
that every member attends church and that a pretty 
missionary folder, if placed on the literature table, 
will be read by the entire membership. This, in 
itself, may be one explanation for the failure of the 
benevolent giving to come back with local church 
contributions. 

What religion needs is an interpreter—one who 
can take the purposes and ideals of Christendom 
and put them into a language that the people can 
understand. What religion needs is a publisher— 
one who can devise means of distribution of in- 
formation to reach those who need the message. 
What religion needs is a technique—a technique 
which will expand the inner circle until it includes 
the entire membership of the church. 


The Protection of Dry Areas 


Ow comes the problem of getting adequate pro- 
N tection for those areas which have decided 
that they want no saloons. The fall elections 
reveal that the number of such areas is growing. 
The inevitable reaction to the abuses of the liquor 
business is sure to bring more and more as the 
years go by. But what will it avail to vote a com- 
munity dry, if the state and Federal government 
refuses protection of law enforcement. 

It is history repeating itself. This writer can 
remember the time, a generation ago, when local 
units were voting on this same question. When 
a community became dry, it was immediately sub- 
ject to assaults from the liquor and beer producers, 
and from politicians more interested in liquor divi- 
dends than law enforcement. There was a con- 
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stant movement of liquor into dry territories. 
Usually indifferent officials closed their eyes to this 
violation of natural rights of the community. The 
forces seeking law enforcement were forced to be 
their own detectives. The burden of prosecution 
was usually placed upon them. Officers of the law. 
from village deputies to county prosecutors, were 
indifferent to the situation. 

Now the same situation is arising again. In the 
fight against prohibition, those who sponsored re- 
peal, made many promises. One by one, the in- 
sincerity of such promises has been exposed. One 
was the promise that the saloon should not come 
back. But it is here. And most observers agree 
that it is a more vile institution than the old saloon. 
Another promise was that there would be a 
privilege of local option and that those communities 
which wished to be dry would be protected from 
the importation of liquor. Now is the time to test 
the sincerity of that promise. 

Back in the old days of local option, when public 
officials were accused of indifference to the impor- 
tation of liquor into dry territory, their defense 
was something like this. “‘It can’t be done. The only 
thing to do is to make the state or the nation dry. 
But this local option stuff is not logical.” Dry forces 
took them at their word and made America dry. 
Then the wets came back and insisted: “It ain’t 
right. It violates the rights of the person who wants 
to drink. Let each community decide for itself.’ 
So there is your dilemma. 

The American people have a right to demand of 
their state governments that the will of the dry 
communities shall be respected. They havea right 
to ask of the Federal government that no inter- 
state transportation of beers, wines or liquors, by 
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mail or otherwise, be permitted into territory which 
by its own vote is dry. 

We may as well find out now whether we people 
who believe that the manufacture and sale of 
alcoholic beverages is a social evil, have any rights 
in America; whether or not our votes are going to 
be counted ; or whether the law enforcement policies 
are to be dictated by the stockholders of the dis- 
tilleries, the wineries and the breweries. 


Thank God for Ignorance 


T is a blessing to be ignorant of some things. Just 
at present I am glad that I know so little about 
theology. I have been reading an editorial in 

The Sunday School Times which has the title “Is 
Kagawa a Safe Teacher?” The attempt is made, 
through the analysis of some of his books to show 
that this distinguished Japanese is heretical. [ 
am glad that I know so little theology that I can’t 
get the argument. 

Mr. Kagawa, to our mind, represents sacrificial 
Christianity at its best. If we could have a thou- 
sand men of his vision and courage we could pray, 
with much more optimism, “Thy kingdom come.” 
In humility and Christian service he has let his 
light and life shine and has brought hope to mil- 
lions. 

If by some finesse of theological distinction he 
is to be labelled a heretic it is a sad day for Chris- 
tianity. It must take a pretty highly developed 
theological mind to reach such findings. I fall far 
short of it. 

But my ignorance of theology widens my circle 
of brotherhood. Thank God for that. 











THE MINISTER AND THE 





LITERATURE OF MARRIAGE 


During the past months we have given | 


the minister as a counselor in marriage 
problems. This space has featured the | 
articles by Neal D. Newlin, Counselor | 
in Family Relations, one of which ap- 
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a great deal of space to the place of Books for Pastors on 


/PRE-MARRIAGE 
| INSTRUCTION | 





pears in this issue. In connection with 
this we have listed, from time to time, 
booklets and larger volumes, dealing 
with the problems of sex and marriage. 

We would not urge promiscuous dis- 
tribution of this literature. Church 
Management’s circulation is practically 
limited to ministers. We feel that this 
subject belongs in the work of pastoring 
and the announcements have been made 
with that purpose in mind. Our recom- 
mendation is that the minister use the 
material in his own pre-marriage coun- 
selling. If he feels that he is not com- 
petent to discuss the problems with the 
couple to be married he can place a 
suitable booklet or book in the hands 
of the young folk. 

It is a professional matter entirely. He 
will have to use the discrimination of 
his calling and his good judgment. 
Where the knowledge contained will help 
people adjust themselves to the realities 
of life and encourage happiness in the 
marriage relationship he has the obliga- 
tion to see that it is passed on. In most 
instances the sexual knowledge offered 
will be helpful. But the minister will 
have to be the judge of that. The pub- 


lishers of Church Management offer the 
material, not for mass distribution, but 
for the professional use of the clergy. 





{ 
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Recommended by Neal D. Newlin, Do- 
mestic Relations Counselor and con- 
tributor to Church Management. 


Marriage and Sexual Harmony by Oliver 
M. Butterfield. A small book of great 
facts for the married or those who plan 


Sex Education LOOKING AT MARRIAGE hol | wo splendid 
| Nae | and informing | 
nit ef RACE | booklets for the 
Ht vf use of ministers, | 
li tos teachers, parents, | 
| Hl | and youth. In- | 
| ‘ | forming, brief, | 

50 cents per copy. | readable, Chris- | 
| 


to marry. 


Cokesbury Marriage Manual by William 
H. Leach. Contains much information 
for clergymen who seek to help those 
they unite in marriage. $1.00. 


The Sex Factor in Marriage by Helena 
M. Wright. A woman physician ap- 
praises the part that sex has in a happy 
marriage. $2.00. 


So Youth May Know by Roy E. Dicker- 
son. Prepared as a guide for young peo- 
ple—both male and female. $2.00. 


The Mastery of Sex Through Psychology 
and Religion by Leslie D. Weatherhead. 
A comprehensive guide for the use of the 
pastor. $2.50. 

Wholesome Marriage by Ernest R. and 
Gladys H. Groves. The marital and so- 
cial problems of married life. $2.00. 


Church ‘Management Institute 
406 Auditorium Bldg. Cleveland, Ohio 
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Book No. I. Mating 

The marriage contract—physical at- 
traction—the sex act—family control 
—religion and sex. 


Book II. Making the House a Home. 
Friends—relatives— books — music— 
money—church—children. 


Prices 
Individual Booklets 25¢ each; five for 
$1.00, postpaid. 
Both booklets, together in gift box, 
50¢, postpaid. 
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WORSHIP FOLDERS FOR 
OCCASIONAL SERVICES » » 














Christian Stewardship. 
: 2 : The Ministry 
Designed for use for the Every Member 

¢ ) Stewardship Canvass Sunday, for the missionary Sun- 
Ss day, for the reception of new members, for 
Loyalty Sunday and all other occasions when 


Christian Stewardship is to be stressed. 


The Ministry of Music. 
For Vespers, special musical services, 
choir recitals and oratorios. Suitable for 


the dedication of organ, chimes or other 






































musical instruments. 











I HESE FOLDERS are printed on a good quality paper suitable for either print- 


ing, multigraphing or mimeographing. Suitable copy appears on page four of 
each one, the inside pages are blank. By use of a tinted paper and blue ink it is 
possible to have the appearance of two colors at the cost of but one. ‘The size 
folded is 5¥%x8™% inches. The cost $1.00 per hundred; 500 or more 90c per 


100. Samples of each will be mailed upon request. 














Our Youth. — 
Our A Service 


Youth | Dis camming Day, Rally Day, Youth of Dedication 
Emphasis Week, Mother and Daughter, 


Father and Son, Confirmation, Religious 


Education Sunday. 


A Service of Dedication. 


For all services which dedicate memorials 


Dreamers of Dreams 


or other gifts. Book of Golden Memories, 


windows, pulpits, hymn books, chimes, and 


William Herbert Carruth 
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other items. 
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A record book is insufficient under present 
Chureh 


day church demands. The general business 


Management conditions have made it necessary for 


churches to adopt plans for greater efficiency 


e ® 
Financial in the collection of pledges. CHURCH 


MANAGEMENT Financial System for 


System churches provides for this. 
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An adjustable, two post, positive 

Church Managee, Ee 
4 FINAN? AL . 

stantly removed. Syste 


lock binder. Individual sheets in- 


Leather index tabs. One binder 


sufficient for five hundred con- 
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tributors. Two or more, as neces- 


sary, are provided larger churches. 








Account No.___ 


ae The Reeord Sheet 








Se pe By So A sheet for each individual contributor. 
oor ene ener, __f are toons free fone Somes sees |_}_oove_ tomes pene | His record for the entire year appears 
tt a ee ee on this sheet. It provides a third column 
for entering building or special funds. 





Each Master Sheet is carbonized. Back 
of this is a duplicate. At the end of the 
quarter simply clip and mail this dupli- 
cate record to the contributor. It is his 
quarterly statement, and a suggestion 
that he pay any amount due. The Master 
Sheet remains in the binder giving com- 
plete record. New non-smudging car- 
bon sheets assure a clean book. 








This is Master Sheet Which Must be Kept in Record 
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TRIPLE BUDGET SHEET 


Other Features 


Front pages include weekly receipt sheets, records of special offerings, records of payments, quarterly report blanks, etc. 
All your treasurer needs in addition is his check book. 


The Cost 


System complete for 200 contributors, $8.40. (If you will write us giving the number of contributors in your church we 


will send you specimen sheets and an estimate of the cost of the system for your church.) 


~.. Address... 


Auditorium Building CHuReH Wor _p Press, INc. Cleveland, Ohio 
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